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in this country is at hand. Such forebodings cannot readily

be dispelled ; and they have moreover, a tendency tc

realize the events to which they point. In the meantime,

serious injury results to Canada from the effects of thiL

anticipation upon the more desirable class of settlers, who
naturally prefer a country under fixed and permanent forms

of government to one in a state of transition.

Having thus adverted to some of the causes of our present

evils, we would consider how far the remedies ordinarily

proposed possess sound and rational inducements to justify

their adoption :

—

I. "The revival of protection in the markets of the United
Kingdom."

This if attainable in a sufficient degree, and guaranteed

for a long period of years, would ameliorate the condition of

many of our chief interests, but the policy of the empire

forbids the anticipation. Besides, it would be but a partial

remedy. The millions of the Mother Country demand
cheap food ; and a second change from protection to free

trade would complete that ruin which the first has done much
to achieve.

II. "The protection of home manufactures."
^^

Although this might encourage the growth of a manufac-
turing interest in Canada, yet, without access to the United
States market, there would not be a sufficient expansion of

that interest, from the want of consumers, to work any result

that could be admitted as a " remedy " for the numerous evils

of which we complain.

III. "A Federal Union of the British American Provin-

ces."

The advantages claimed for that arrangement are free trade

between the different Provinces, and a diminished govern-
mental expenditure. The attainment of the latter object

would be problematical, and the benefits anticipated from the

former might be secured by legislation under our existing

system. The markets of the Sister Provinces would not
benefit our trade in timber, for they have a surplus of that

article in their own forests; and their demands for agricultu-

ral products would be too limited to absorb our means of
supply, nor could Canada expect any encouragement to her


