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Private Members’ Business

PAIRED MEMBERS

Bélair Charest
Crawford Hockin

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): I declare the
motion lost.

Pursuant to Standing Order 30(7), the House will now
proceed to the consideration of Private Members’ Busi-
ness as listed on today’s Order Paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

e (2015)
[English]
AUTOMOTIVE POLLUTION REDUCTION ACT

MEASURE TO ENACT

The House resumed from Thursday, December 10,
1992 consideration of the motion of Mr. Ferguson that
Bill C-226, an act to reduce automotive pollution, be
read the second time and referred to a legislative
committee in the Natural Resources envelope.

Mr. Rey Pagtakhan (Winnipeg North): Mr. Speaker, I
rise on debate to support Bill C-226, an act to reduce
automative pollution and to applaud the initiative of my
colleague, the Liberal member for Lambton—Middlesex
who introduced this private member’s bill.

The federal government has a duty to protect Cana-
dians from harm, to shelter them from danger. This bill
presents the government with a timely challenge, namely
to ban the use of methylcyclopentadienyl manganese
tricarbonyl, for short MMT, from our gasoline and
require all gasoline in Canada to have a minimum
oxygen content of 3.2 per cent.

As the critic for the Department of National Health
and Welfare for my caucus, I shall focus my debate on
health issues. Suffice it to say that the bill will also be an
advance in so far as the change would be environmental-
ly friendly for our users of automobiles.

MMT has crossed the American—Canadian border to
the Canadian automobile gas tanks. MMT also is known
to cross through the placental barrier of a pregnant
woman to affect the unborn child. Foetuses have been
found to have almost 10 per cent more manganese in
their bodies than their mothers. This is frightening,
considering the fact that the substance, the key additive



