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industry, academia and government called for in the speech
from the throne.

We must be sure to continue to support our agricultural
industry which is the backbone of the economy in many regions
of Canada. Lately our farmers have had much to be concerned
about with the recent proclamation of NAFTA and the changes
that will occur as a result of the GATT. It is very important that
the government continues to foster our agricultural industry
using whatever tools it has at its disposal.

[Translation]

It is easy to realize that Canadians feel that they pay far too
many taxes and that their money is being wasted at every level of
government. The Auditor General’s Report tabled in this House
last week did not do anything to allay these concerns.

People hope that the new government will improve things; we
must not let them down. They can already see that the govern-
ment is trying to reduce overlap and duplication with the
provinces and that we want to eliminate the GST.
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But it is not enough to make a few changes here and there.
Canadians expect a full review of the tax system and its
inequities. Our government must ensure that, in the future,
corporate and individual citizens, rich and poor alike, will all
pay their fair share of taxes.

[English]

While Canadians demand substantial changes, they are also
saying that they will not accept any watering down of our
important social safety net, including medicare.

I am confident the government realizes we are facing a
revenue crisis in this country, not a spending crisis.

It is evident that our country’s fiscal difficulties can only be
resolved by first addressing the unacceptably high level of
unemployment in Canada so that the victims of the recession can
contribute to our tax base. We need more people paying taxes,
not people paying more taxes.

The government must also address important revenue drains
such as capital gains exemptions, the family trust rules and tax
loopholes associated with offshore affiliates of Canadian com-
panies.

It is obvious that we must address the deficit but it must be
done by augmenting revenues and eliminating wasteful spend-
ing, not cutting our social programs.

Canada’s native population has been ignored for far too long
and it is with a keen sense of excitement that I see the federal
government begin its discussion on aboriginal self-government.
The outcome of these discussions will be especially relevant to
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band members of the Chippewas of Beausoleil and the Rama
First Nation, both of which are located in my riding.

[Translation)

Although most of my constituents speak English, there is a
large francophone community whose language and culture
continue to grow. I sincerely believe that if Quebec decides to
leave Canada, the French language and culture outside Quebec
could very well disappear. There are about 1 million franco-
phones outside Quebec. Being one of them myself, I am proud to
consider myself a Canadian and I am not afraid to say that all the
regions of this country are well served by federalism. That is
why I am asking the hon. members from the Bloc Quebecois not
to abandon us.

[English]

Canadians want the government to get to work to make our
country a better place. Our work must concentrate upon job
creation and economic growth, not constitutional wrangling. We
must reduce the deficit and debt.

It is true we have fewer resources with which to work but, as
my hon. colleague from Madawaska—Victoria has said, a lean
government does not have to be a mean government.

In conclusion, I pledge to represent my constituents and to
work co—operatively with all members of the House to provide
accountable and responsible government.

[Translation)

Mr. Jean-Paul Marchand (Québec-Est): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. I would like to thank my colleague from Simcoe North,
whom I know very well, for what he said. I found it very
interesting. However, I picked up something he said in his
speech, that Quebec’s separation would mean the end of French
outside Quebec. He knows very well that French is not at all
strong outside Quebec. The city he lives in is a perfect example
of what happens to francophones outside Quebec, in Canada.
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Rights are not respected. The schools which francophones
were promised are not given them. They do not manage their
own school system. Francophones outside Quebec do not have
many things. The hon. member surely knows all that.

So I would like to end with this comment. I think the main
reason that Quebec needs to become sovereign is to ensure the
survival of French culture in North America.

Mr. DeVillers: Mr. Speaker, I expected such a question from
the hon. member for Québec—Est. Personally, I cannot say that
francophones outside Quebec have no problem getting their
rights respected now, but in Penetanguishene, in the riding of
Simcoe North, we have a French school for which we fought,
and we finally had our French school. I believe that we can have
our rights respected if we really want to.



