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Econorniic Conditions

Orwell which I think are very suitable at this point in this
debate. The first one reads:
Abovc ail, me cannot play ducks and drakes with a nautive battery of idiomns
mhich prescribes such egrcgious collocations of vocables as the basic put up w1ih
for to/eraie or put ai a lo.tt for bewulder.

This was written by Professor Lancelot I-ogben.

The second quote which is just about as relevant as to the
speech we have just heard reads as follows:
The great encmsy of clcar language us insinccrity. Whcn therc us a gap bctween
one's real and ones dcclarcd ainms, one turns as tf wec instinctivel> to long
mords and cxhausted idiomns lise a cuttiefish squlrtlng out ink. In our age therc is
no such thing as "kccping out of politues". Ail issues are political issues and
polîtics itsclf is a mass of lies, cvasions. fo11>. hatred and schizophrenia.

Mr. McDermid: That is a good description of the Liberal
party.

Mr. Fulton: I do not mean to be too hard on the hon.
member from Peace River. I know him quite well as my
neighbouring member in northern British Columbia. But I
have a couple of quotes here from upstanding Liberals. The
first is a question posed by the presenit Ninister of Employ-
ment and Immigration (Mr. Axworthy). As reported in Han-
sard for October 25, 1979, at page 592 we find the following:
Mr. Speaker, miy question is aiso for the Minister of Finance. On October 18,.
1978, as rcportcd at page 238 of liansard. when in opposition the rninisicr said.

"These people are being crucificd with an 11 iý pcr cent mortgagc rate
Would the mnîster miake ttc judgnient now that, as a resuli of bis policies and
his governnient's policies nve have the rnortgagc rate going up to 141. pcr cent.
the people of' Canada are not being crucificd but are being drawn and
quartcred by an unmeru.uful governrnent that no longer has a care for those
<rdinary people" Does te realie the housing industry us in severe recession;_

And on he goes. That is why he was in opposition. The
Ninister for lndustry, Trade and Commerce (Mr. Gray) was
quoted carlier this evening but 1 think it is important to have
that quote on the record a number of times. As this govern-
ment sits, it will hear it many more times. Being interviewed,
the minister was asked by Mr. Shulman:

SHIJLMAN. What would you do as a goverument about interest rates. would
you lower interest rates?

GRAY: Ycs. 1 think intcrest rates should bc lower than they are now.

SFIULMAN: Yes. I agree they should be lower. would jou lower interest rates'?

GRAY: Yes. 1 would.

SHUt MAN: And if the intcrest rates are not lowered after the elei.tiun, 1 think
you arc goung to win ut, would you be preparcd to resuge your seat if the
govcrnment docsn't carry through on thut polucy i

GRAY: Yes, 1 would.

I think those quotes say it aIl. But in ail seriousness, I come
from a riding where the main industries are fishing. mining,
logging, agriculture, smelting and pulp. I was previously
employed as a probation and parole officer and I dealt with
crime on the streets in my riding. It is time more members in
opposition deait with what I view now as criminal negligence
as it relates to the economy.

I do not think we look often enough at the serious cumula-
tive impact of înterest rates in such industries as fishing,
Iogging and agriculture. For example, a fisherman docs not
just have a mortgage on his home; he has a mortgage on his
boat, he has a boan on his equipment, he has a boan on his car,

and as interest rates skyrocket, now over 20 per cent, the
cumulative impact of ail of those boans is devastating. This is
particularly so as we see more and more restrictions on
fihermen as to where he can fish, because fish are being given
away to the Americans at cither ends of our zones and the
crimp is coming seriously home to rest. The same is true in the
logging industry. The independent truck loggers in my riding
no longer have the much needed relief from excise tax. That
has been dumped on them as well. In my riding alone it is
costing hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Other members have touched on the serious problems in the
agricultural industry with relation to skyrocketing costs of
high interest rates for seed and equipment. Canada today
perches on the edge of a recurring disaster, and the Liberals
across the floor seem unable to comprehend the depths of it.
The dollar has plunged to levels seen only in the 1930s.
lntercst ratcs today at 17.36 per cent are the highest in
history. 1 should point out that was yesterday. 1 understand
today they will climb again. The purchasing value of the dollar
is only haîf what it was five years ago. The cost of living,
vicwed through the CPI, i5 up 11.2 per cent over a year ago.

What of the budget of a month and a haîf ago which
predicted a 9.7 per cent increase for 1980? That increase is
likely to break 10 per cent or 10. 1 per cent. What trust can the
average Canadian have with such inaccuracy?

Mr. Smith: Have faith.

M4r. Fulton: What does ail this mean to Canadiansl I would
like to relate how this economic emergency relates to men,
women and families in my riding. Mvany of' the figures are
drawn from national statisties but the cumulative impact on
fishermen, as I have pointed out, relates not only to their boat
boans and equipment, but to nets, cars, homes and so on. The
same applies to almost ail of the resource and industrial
working people in my riding.

First, let us look at the cost of housing. Vancancy rates, for
example, in Prince Rupert, have hovered close to zero for
months. Starts are down nationally by 20 per cent, and the
situation is worse than that in the British Columbia northwest.
What does that mean in real and humain terms? It is some-
thing a lot of members in this House have tended to pass by. It
is easy to talk ail night about facts and figures and sort of
shoot them around in an intellectual debate, but the real
human terms are those on which I want to touch now.

What does it mean when the market squeezes from both
ends, where no vacancies bring heavy competition not only for
rentaIs but for purehases as weli? Naturally. up go the rates
for both. Ordinarily this would encourage housing starts. In
Canada's history, that has been the case. However, with the
mortgage rates going up at the same time, it has put an end to
the dream of many families and also to the plans of most
builders. The combined skyrocketing housing eosts, with prime
rates of over 17 per cent today. make the dream for altnust ali
families in mny riding impossible.

Let us look at the facts. First, let me ask a question of those
responsible for the present policy; for those unaware I am
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