
(Mr. Croil) sald the other day, there is a
housing shortage in this country, a housing
crisis. I do urge that the goverrament show
the same concern for the Canadian people who
need bousing when that question cornes before
the bouse. We support this ill because there
Ls a need. There is a greater need for houses
in Canada, and we do hope that the gavera-
ment wül recognize the principle of subsidies
when it cornes to deal with that urgent
and important question.

Mr. E. T. Applewhaite <Skeena): Mr.
Speaker, on rny owa behaif and on behalf o!
a large section of the area which I represent,
I welcome the introduction o! this resolution
and the proposed extension of the Emergeacy
Gold Mining Assistance Act. We welcome it
flot only for its own terms, but because we see
in it the coatinued expression«o the interest of
the government of Canada in the problems o!
the mining industry, and particularly those of
the gold minin-g industry.

A great deal has been said tbis a!ternoon
wbich I do not Intend to go over but which
I thiak, particularly as it has originated on
ail sides of the house, indicates that tbe gold
mlning industry Is a matter of major Impor-
tance to the Dominion of Canada. The point
that I wish to make ta the minister and to
the government this aiternoon is that there
is still truth ln the old proverb that great oaks
from little acoras grow, and great gold mines
are developed always from little prospects.

1Something bas been sald this afternoon
about the danger of a major decline in the
gold production of Canada. And, neyer mind
what not too brimlant ideas the hon. member
for Comox-Albernii (Mr. Gibson) may have
expressed on this subject some time ago, the
production of gold in Canada is, under aur
present system, a matter of some concern.
.Under the terms af the act which is being

extended, Mr. Speakcer, it will nat be possible
for the minister ta extend assistance ta prop-
erties whose- production, runs below 50
ounces a year. The smail producer of gold
is found more'often li placer mlning than in
Iode mining, but at the same tirne tbere are
also properties which make from smail pro-
duction of gold low profits during their initial
period, partlcularly if they are fartunate
enough ta fInd a littie vein on the property
wblch lends itself ta blgh-grade are. I realize
tha t tlhere might be sorte- grave difficulties
la administerin the àct if there were not ta
be a linit on haw sm'all- the poçt utb
that might be aâiisted. b

I am not goWag ta go into the question o!
whether or flot 59 minces Is a proper level,' but
I anft goihg ta û se ti opportunit$' ta -urge the
niiteÉ and- the ka'tierdmùent i somne way,:
either under thià net,.orý la other w'ays, ta be
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of assistance to the prospector who, after ail,
is the backbone of 'the mining industry and
always wrnl be. Without hlm, there would
neyer be any Hollinger, any Dome, any
Mclntyre, any Premier, any Bralorne, any
major mining producer of any description.

Mines-this is of course a platitude-are ln
their very nature a wasting asset. To main-
tain the mining industry you have to keep on
bringing ln new properties. This can only be
done through the prospectors, and so, both
in the interest of the country itself and in
fairness to the littie man, the littie prospector,
the littie operator, I would ask the minister
and the government to give some thought to
these suggestions.

Mr. J. A. Simmons (Yukon-Mackenzie
River>: I should like to say just a few words
in support of the resolution before us. As ail
hon, gentlemen are aware, the fIxed price of
gold and the mining costs of operations have
placed the industry in a precarious position.
The present fixed price is the big problem,
and it is to be boped that the government can
set in motion some definite action wblch wiil
result in a price commensurate with the cost
of producing it, so that the operators can
stabilize their position and look forward with
some degree of confidence in planning future
operations whlch are so necessary to the
future of gold xnining areas throughout the
constituency I have the honour to represent.

It would be a great contribution to the
national economy of Canada if sometbing
c ould be done ta restore the gold mining
industry ito its former status and level. But
the way it now stands the subject is bound
Up wlth international and economnic intrica-
dies. One concern, I believe, is that the
Canadian govérnment is not in a'position to
take inidependent action as a member of the
international monetary fund.

We wvelcome the extension o! the type ai
assistance given under the Ernergency Gold
Mining Assistance Act, but this can be con-
sidered on],y as a temporary expedient. Unless
some permanent solution can be found, I arn
a! ra id 'the industry can only look forward to
a steady decline. The operators throughout
my conistituency feel great concern and doubt
the adequacy of the pro;posed measulre.t
meet the needs of the Industry.

Gold has been pegged at $35 an' ounice in.
United States funds since 1934,,and I believe
it Is the onIýrcorrirodity produded in Canadaà
wblhch. stlil selisfor the 1934 piîe. We would
like to see it icreaàed in ricie to the samé
extent as other commonfdities have increased
since 1934.-

The fixed price, cÔupled wiýth- rising coïts,
èonstitutes' 'a threat ta iiehiypiroducing gold
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