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Mr. GBEE'N: In subsection 1 vou find
powers having to do only with export and
]mport trade; nothing there goes any farther
than that. Then subsection 2 provides:

The generality of subsection one of this section
is flot restricted by any provision of this act
other than section four thereof.

That throws you back to section 4, which
sets out the purposes. What is the objection
to putting in a few words. at the end of eitber
section 4 or section 5, malcing it perfectly
clear that the corporation bas the power it
is now sought to, give it? Then the legisla-
tien wou]d be clear.

Mr. MeMASTER: I should like one of
the ministers to tell the committee who does
the buying for the Minister of National
Defence at the prescrnt time.

Mr. CLAX'1ON: TIhe Minister of Trade
and Commerce.

Mr. McMASTER: Under what power; and
wbat is the tsxtent of that power?

Mr. CLAXTON: Under the ordcr in counicil
the Minister of Trade and Commerce just
rend. under the Transfer of Duties Act.

Mr. IMcMASTER: Is that the only wvay
thcy can get that power?

Mr. CLAXTON: Yes.

Mr. FRASER: When the Minister of
NL'ational Defence ivas speaking lie said they
had under way a vcry large project in connec-
tien wjth the construction of bouses for
înarried mecn in the serv ice. Will the cost
of that preject be charged to the defence
de pa r t ent ?

Mr. CLAXTON: Yes.

Mr. FRASER: Or will it be zibsorbed by the
Depart.ment of Public Works?

Mr. CLAXTON: No; defence department.

Mr. FRASER: Then tbose costs will appear
in tbe estirnates of the defence departrnent,
and will corne before parliament?

Mr. CLAXTON: Certainly. Every defence
cxpcnditure will be included in the defence
estirnates and will corne before parliament.
Every expenditure made tbrougb the Cana-
dian Commercial Corporation in behaif of the
defence departrnent will corne before parlia-
ment in the estimates of rny departrnent.

Mr. FRASER: That was not tbe case when
the buying was done by the minister of
supply; tbe estirnates rcrnaincd in t.bat
dcpart.ment.

Mr. CLAXTON: There is this difference,
whicb 1 think my hon. friend wi]l have in
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mind, tbat, nt that time the war expenditures
were flot included, in the estimates but were
covered by a war appropriation bil].

Mr. FRASER: Then I sbould like to ask
where t.bese bouses are being built; are tbey
at, the different barracks across the country?

Mr. CLAXTON: I arn afcaid that is nlot a
question which arises in connection with this
bill. 1 shahl be very ghad to> den] with it
Inter.

Mr. FRASER: It does to this extent, tbat
we want to find out wbether tbese buildings
are being put up by tender, or on a cost-p]us
basis. or how it is being done.

Mr. CLAXTON: Tbe purpose of Ihis bill is
toe ciable the Canadian Commrercial Corpora-
tion. to do sornething wbicb is now being donc
by the Minister of Trade and Commerce; it
is not te vote money foc the construction of
houses. However I can tell i v hon. friend
that a great rnany different projects are undcr
way in the tince branches of the armc d forces,
designed te add te the number of quarters
for married personnel. The need cf ma'-ried
quart crs is probab]y the greatest, ingic~ neePd
of the' arrned forces todav. Ov er ih( ]ast two
vents we have heen doing a great cai cf
work., which faits int o three c.t, go: jes The
first is the c'onversion of cxisting Iiiitrncnts
into efllerg(lcy dwelling î:nits, andi t hat is
going on froin end toe ntI ef tlc tcount ry
where% er poss.ible. The second iýthe con-
version of existing buildings inte :cmperalry
apartrnents. whicli cos.t a great dtai morec
rneney and last a good deal longrr. The third
is the construction cf new dwellings. Tht. only
place that is being donc at the picsent time,
as 1 rerncmber it, is at Borden. wlhere it is
being donc by the arrny itself, not bv centract.
But we have in course cf preparation a con-
siderable number cf prolects calling for new
construction, and just as soon as those are
processed a little further we shall nsk the
Canadian Commercial Corporation to obtain
tenders frorn contracters for the cornstiuction
cf those bouses. If they cari gc t contrat tors
to senti in tenders, on suitable termes. then the
contracts will hcecntered into bv thc Minister
of Trade and Commerce acting for the crown.
'l'le rnoneY will be provided eut cf tht esti-
mantes of the Department of National Defence.
The work of inspection, and the like, will be
arrnnged for bcfwcen the Caniadian Corn-
meicial Corporation and the Departrnent of
National Defence.

Mr. FRASER: Thej minister ýri this was
net the piace te ask it; but tiis is the only


