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American Association for Labour Legisiation.
Metropolitan Tower, New York City,

Jan. 10, 1911.
Hfon. W. L. Mack-enzié King,

Minister of Labour,
Ottawa, Canada.

My dear Mr. King,-You will be interestecl
to know that the bugaboo of monopoly raised
by somes disingenuous persona with reference
te our national campaign to secure the pro-
hibition of the use of poisonous.phosphorus in
the manufacture of matohes in the United
States bas been squelohed for ail time in this
aonnection. The Diamond Match Co. has as-
signed its patent for the sesquisuIphide substi-
tute to three trustees: Prof. E.RB. A. Selig-
man, of Columbia 'University, Commissioner
Charles P. Neili, of the United States Bureau
of Labour, and Attorney Jackson Raiston, at-
torney for the American Federation of Labour,
Washington, D.C., with full power to deal with
future applicants for the patented formula
on any basis they may think proper.

These three gentlemen have been given
power to fix the ternis according to what
they think proper, they being trustees. 1
tbink that answers the question my hion.
friend asked.

In the United States we believe we have
now overcome every objection that 'ean be
honestly raised and we hope every suspicion,
no matter how unjustified. We are holding
a conference in Chicago to-morrow on this
subjeet, and within the next week we hope to
see the Esch Phosphorus Bill reported ont of
t he committee and well on its way toward
early enactmnent into iaw at this present short
session of Congress.

Witb best wishes for the progress of similar
legisiation in Canada, I amn,

Yours very sincerely,
JOHN B. ANDREWS,

Secretary.

What I would like to make plain to the
House is that in ail the countries of Europe
where this legisiation bas been enacted,
this substitute has taken the place of white
phosphorus. As 1 understand it, it is a
chemical mixture which contains phos-
phorus and sulphur, the two being mixed in
retorts away from where the people are
working, eo that therer is no danger, after
the combination has been effected, from the
e-ffects of the substance. And that is an-
other important feature-that there is no
danger to children of poisoning by sucking
the heads of matches. That danger is done
away with as well as the danger of phos-
phorus poisoning while the match manufac-,
ture is going on.

As I have stated, the countries of Europe
have adopted tis substitute. Tbey have
been face to face witb the saine condition
that the match manufacturera here will
have to meet. They have acquiesced in
the legisiation that bas beeu passed; in
fact, the Brit.ish match manufacturers,
wheu the matter was up for cousideration
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there, petitioued the Home Office to adopt
this very legisiation. Lt may- seem, extra-
ordinaryt that they should have done so, but
the expianation is, I understand that tbey
found that the regulatioeia under wbich the
British government was piacing them with a
view to preventing this disease caused them.
more expense than the use of the substitute
would cause, and tbey feit that if they,
were ail put on an equai footing it would
he in their own interests to acquiesce in
the enactment of a law of this kind. On
Tuesday, the 24th of Marcb, 1908, Mr. Gil-
bert Bartbolomew, chairman and managiug
director of Bryant & May, Limited, the
largest manufacturera of matches in Eng-
land, headed a deputation to the Home Sec-
retary. I will not quote the whole of bis
remarks, but wiii rend two paragraphs. Mr.
Bartholomew said:

I have the honour to represeut bere the
match manufacturers of the United Kingdom,
of Great Britain and Ireland who use poison-
ous phosphorus. There are at present only
nine of sucb manufacturers of matches, and
they are Bryant & May, Limited, London and
Liverpool; R. Bell & Co., Limited, London; J.
Palmer & Son, London; S. J. Moreiand & Sons,
Gloucester; Maguire, Miller & Co., Liverpool.,
Paterson & Co., Limited, Dublin; W. J. Mor-
gan & Co., Limited, Manchester; Hargreaves
& Clegg, Limited, Manchester; The Hulme
Patent Advertîsing Match Co., Limited, Man-
chester. The nine manufacturers are unanim-
ous in appealing to you, sir, to take sncb steps
as may be necessary to probibit, at the sarieet
possible date, the use of poisonons phosphorna
in the manufacture of matches.

And after giving a number of reasons
in support of this request, the chairman
said:

I waut to emphasize another feature wbicb
is very important, and that. is, that so long
as phosphorus matches remain in use, so long
there wiii be occasional deaths among cbild-
ren poisoned by sncking the heade of such
matches. These considerations alone sbouid
be sufficient to win a ready respouse to our
piroposai. Another grave feature wbich I
need not particularise: it la doubtiess familiar
to the Home Office, has brought about the
present condition of tbings in Swedeu, and
yet, whiie phosphorus matches are not allowed
to be sold or conumed in that conntry, their
manufacture in the country is stili ailowed
for export to this and other countries wbere
'uch matches are not Yet prohibited.

Iu couclusiofl, our case may be hriefly stated
to be -

1. The manufacturers are unanimous in fav-
our of prohibition.

2. The empioyees will heartily welcome pro-
hibition.

3. Quite anumber cf other countries have
already adopted it, and we believe the rest
%vili glsdly do so when led in that direction
by Great Britein.

4. Efficient sub:stitutes for poisonous phos-
phorus are available. The efficiency cannot be
hetter testified to than by mentioniniz tbe tact
that for the last eight years ail Bryant à
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