
COMMONS

Mi. GRAHAM. The other day my hon.
friend (Mr. J. Haggart) estimated that the
bridge would cost between $8,000,000 and
$ 10,000,000. That is money yet to be ex-
pended. My own opinion, without being
absolutely tied to this figure, because every-
thing is not completed to make a full esti-
mate on, is that my hon. friend was per-
haps $ 1,000,000 under the right amount,
that wve w~i1l have to spend $11,000,000.

Mr. BARKER. Not including what you
have paid to the Quebec bridge Comn-
pany.

Mr. GRAHAM. No.
Mr. R. L. BORDEN. 1 would like to

understand the situation with regard to
the piers. 1 understand that the super-
structure of the bridge gave way froin some
defeet in design and was precipitated into
the water and remains there. I was not
aware until the minister made his state-
ment a few days ago, that there was any-
thing wrong with the piers.

Mr. GRAHAM. No, there is absolutely
nothing.

'Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Then why have
they to be increased or strengthened?

Mi. GRAHAM. My hon. friend struck it
in his cpening rernarks. The piers cf the
oid bridge were toc light. The new struc-
ture will be nearly twice as heavy as the
old one, and the piers have ta be enlarg-ed
to meet the ncw design.

Mi. R. L. BORDEN. It amounts ta this,
that the piers were quite sufficient for a
bridge which w.ould f ail down, but t.hey are
not sufficient for a bridge which is te be
permanent. The design of the piers was
wrcng, because the design of the super-
structure was wrong.

Mi. CROSBY. We are very much inter-
ested in the east in the construction cf this
bridge. The minister says it wilI take about
four years to complete it. Is it the inten-
tion of the railway ta facilitate transporta-
tion in any way by means cf a ferry across
the St. Lawrence? Dc the government pro-
pose to help us out in that particular, and
is it not possible to press the work along
and bring it ta a conclusion within four
years?

Mr. GRAHAM. My lion. fîiend will see
that I arn very careful lu what I say. While
we want the bridge dene as rapidly as pos-
isible, a structure cf this magnitude muýst
be done very carefully. 1 think there is
brought ta bear on it as fine a quality cf
engineering skill as there is in the world.
These men will cnly go so f ai as they cau
feel their way at every inch, because it is
eomething new, nothing like it has ever
been undertaken.

Mr. J. G. H1AGGART.

Mr. JOHN HAGGART. Is it a suspen-
sien or a cantilever bridgeP

Mi. GRAHAM. This design is a canti-
lever. 1 had hoped te go ta Quebec and
look over that ferry, as they use it now.
But rny experience of the Intercolonial con-
vinces me that we cannct hope te carry
trafflo by a ferry as well as a bridge. But
it will do unti] the bridge is constîucted.

Mr. CROCKET. The minister has not
answered the question I put, as ta when he
expects Transcontinental trains ta be inn-
ning from the west ta Quebec.

Mi. GRAHAM. I arn noV in a position te
answeî that. My hon. friend asked mie
when I expected trains ta be rnnning fromi
the east inta Quebec in connection with
the bridge.

Mr. CROCKET. No, 1 said trains run-
ning from the west te Quebec, or from Que-
bec Vo the west, because this bridge is a
veiy important link in the systemr upen
which the eastern provinces are depending.
If, in the meantime, traffic is going te be
caîried by the Grand Trunk ta Portland,
Maine, and AV gets settled in that channel,
it xvili be very diffienît ta g-et it back ta the
maritime ports.

Mr. GRAHAM. I would not like te) say
when the Transcontinental would he inn-
ning into Quebec. We are rnaking fair pro-
gress with the constructicn. But I wculd
noV care ta express an opinion, because I
cannot do so upon any authority.

Mr. CROCKET. Will it be befere the
completion of this bridge?

Mr. GRAHAM. 1 imagine it will.
Mr. SCHAFFNER. Is that ioa-d hauling

wheat now from Winnipeg ta Port Arthur?
Mi. GRAHAM. I think noV. Mr. Gordon

Grant informs me that, except fer speed of
the trains, which, cf course, is of great im-
portance in the present transportation prolo-
lem, they are using the rcad now, and any
oîdinary traffie could be carried ever that
line now. His recent report Vo me is that
it will be pîactically complete and ready to
carry wheat almcst in another year. But
trains can be run, and the contractais have
offered to run a train a week over that line
at 25 miles an hour, wîth safety.

Mi. SCHAFFNER. The minister stateil
about the middle cf November that wheat
was being hauled over that road. I would
like to know te what extenit. I put a ques-
tion on the aider paper, and I was told
that ten carloads had been hauled. I pie-
-urne there have been none hauled since.

Mr. GRAHAM%,. I gave the answer as re-
ceived froma the engineer. But 1 think they
are net yet daing a regular traffic business
on the rcad. 0f curse it wi]l only be run


