21

A e st

MARCH 14, 1904

22

of th s
e ;e;f}-ebf PﬁSIQes the $6,500,000 paid off
o Dl'esént ink that the claim made for
revenue.py tarift that it has been a good
fore an Ii)HOducer is well founded. There-
advance 1Crease in the tariff, an arbitrary
Tatolr o ’s ultsﬁ not required for the purpose of
Oty b‘lnd Clent revenue. To judge by an-
~the’ e(t'f Perhaps equally proper, standard,
We fing Eﬁt of the tariff upon our trade—
tha whel at the_ tariff of 1897 has been on
ready €, a satistactory tariff. I have al-
Ada's fgl}qtecl to you the increase of Can-
giver & reign trade for last year, and have
5 eBO‘u tl3e comparison between that and
SR f}l 18._)6, the year before the present
tian O;ftme into operation. Since the incep-
il the present tariff, our trade, as I
Sty hsald, has well nigh doubled. Surely
jStl:'lt' e ﬁgcal policy of the present admin-
o ‘c 01011, Judge;d by its fruits, is deserving
eOuntI.nmenda’a;on from the people of this
I'oasoly‘ It will be hard to convince any
W’hic];lable elector that a tariff policy under
by our revenue has shown phenomenal
Whieﬁse from year to year, and under
o4 \Ch our trade has shown steady and
Did progress, has been a mistaken policy.
ere the revenue sagging, were trade at
2 standstill or declining, there might be
Some force in the demand for a change in
our fiseal policy looking towards an in-
Crga'se in the tariff.
i Still, it may well be that, so far as certain
ranches of industry or manufactures are
g(;?cerned changes are desirable and pro-
cases will have the attention of the gov-
ﬁl.;nm,ent'- In seven years’ time, conditions
cessarily change ; and where such changes
ave‘ occurred they should be noticed and
brovided for. To my mind, those who are
Dl:omotil}g a high-tariff agitation make a
great mistake in demanding extreme mea-
:lllll_'?s- . I do not think that the manufac-
ring interests of this country are at all a
unit in .asklng for a great and arbitrary ad-
vance in the tariff. The overwhelming
;DQCJOI_'lty of the manufacturers at the pres-
n tlm_e are doing well, they are enjoying
brosperity and are selling more goods than
sﬁfeir before and at better prices. Moreover,
an?i r ﬁqancxal p_osition is greatly improved,
e their collection returns have been more
Simlstactory than ever before. Then, we
ould not overlook this fact that constant
a;gltatmn for tariff change, just like con-
3iﬂnt'0h_ange itself, is apt to be disturbing,
quuwtlng, and harmful to trade. Sir
ward Grey, the other day, in a speech
on the fiscal question in Great Britain, said
truly that repose, and not agitation is
Decessary to the sound development of
trade. In the tariff, in my opinion, per-
manency and stability are to be desired, but
careful attention and relief in special cases
are not to be denied. That the tariff should
be in Canada a political issue, seems, of
course an absurdity. 'And yet we have
it s0. On the whole, T believe, considering

I feel sure that, in due time, these |

the _geOgl'ﬂphical situation of the wvarious
provinces, our tariff is fairly satisfactory,
bearing as it does, not too severely on any
one class or section, yet giving reasonable
protection to our industries.

During the late recess, the fiscal contro-
versy in Great Britain attracted a good deal
of attention in Canada. It did more than
that—it attracted to England some of our
Canadian public men, who were anxious
to enlighten the British elector in his choice
of a fiscal policy. Now, we Canadians must
always be yitally interested in the trade
policy and trade questions of the mother-
land. Our commerce is affected, our poli-
tical relations with the old land are vitally
concerned. Whether or not our advice to
Great Britain in the premises should be
given, whether or not that advice can, in
good taste, be given, and whether or not
that advice, even if volunteered, will be
heeded the least bit on the other side of
the water, I shall not say. But it still re-
mains that we have much concern with the
ultimate outcome of that controversy. To
my' mind, the attitude of Canada to this
great question should be a waiting atti-
tude. As yet, no details of prefereutiai
trade propositions have been made known
upon which one could offer an intelligent
opinion or form a clear conclusion. The
programme is yet nebulous. But we can 20
thus far—we can say that with the idea ot
closer trade relations with other parts of
the empire we greatly sympathize ; but we
await particulars; formulate your plans
and we will discuss them. Our union with
the empire in heart and in aspiration is al-
ready indissoluble. If we are to be more
closely united in trade, we in Canada will
maintain the attitude of being willing, at any
time to discuss such a proposition with the
mother country. Such has been our atti-
tude in the past, such was our attitude.in
the inter-imperial conference. And it is
fitting, in this connection, to remember that
Canada was the first to extend, freely and
of her own accord, preferential treatment to
British trade. 1t is for the mother country
to move first for the adoption of what must
be for her a fiscal revolution. Have we
something substantial to offer the mother
country in return for what may prove a
sacrifice on her part ? That is a subject for
discussion. Our attitude, I say, should be
the attitude of waiting, ready, if neces-
sary, to take counsel with the motherland
and ready to discuss the furtherance of in-
ter-imperial trade and the strengthening of
inter-imperial ties.

But I have already transgressed the limits
of the time that I might properly occupy on
guch an oceasion as this. The second last
clause in the address I desire to call atten-
tion to, and I am sure that my hon. friends
on the opposite side will not be annoyed if I
should ask their special attention to this
clause, which I shall take the liberty of
reading :



