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this desire which is growing and stretching out from the
true and solid basis of trade prosperity at home, into a
foreign trade with other countries, so that we may compete
witb foreign countries in the different wares that we make
and the different products that we raise. This country and
this Governient has always been desirous of extending its
trade to foreign countries. In all honesty and candor
that can be maintained and it cannot be denied.
No matter what Government bas been on the
Treasury benches, no matter what party bas been
in power, there bas been a continuous and a persistent
attempt to cultivate botter trade relations between this
country and the United States of America in a recipiocity
that should be fair and equally beneficent to both countries.
The negotiations of 1866, of 1869, of 1871, and of 1888,
al[ bear testimony to that. But, Sir, if the country to
the south of us will not go upon the linos of the late Roci-
procity Tr( aty, if it will not trade upon linos which are
fair and equal to both countries, and if it continues to show,
as it bas do1 e in the Senate Bill, and as it bas in the Presi-
dent's Message, delivered only yesterday, its reiterated
adherence to the high and strong protective system that
it has placed about its trade-then, Sir, it becomes
this country to build upon its own foundations, to develop
its own vast natural resources, and to further strengthen
the internai industries of the country which will enable
lier to extend ber trada into other countries, and to
meet there the competition which will be encountered
as Canadians can meet it. This spirit of the people is
being implemented by the Government. There are, lying
to the south of us, countries that are willing to trade
with us and in which an advantageous trade to Canada
could be established. The vast country of Southi America,
with its different governments, with its vast natural
reaources, with its demand for certain articles which
we can supply of the best kind, is roady for trade
with us on equal coLditions with all other countries
of the world. The West Indies, rich in elements of trade
which complement ours and needing a great many of the
products and manufactures which we can supply, afford a
field for what we believe to be a permanent and profitable
trade. In order to carry out that trade profitably we
believe there must be not only regular communication be-
tween the two countries, but that there must be aliso faii ly
rapid communication as well. This Government is pre-
pared, and has given indications of its determination, to
implement the desire of our people to trade with those
countries and build up a profitable commerce, and the Gov-
ernment has put in the Estimates, as we have seen, a sum
which Parliament will be asked to vote to establish steam
communication between this country, South America and
the West Indies. I have no doubt at ail that if this policy
is fairly carried out, as I believe it will be, there can be
worked up between Canada and those countries of which I
have made mention a large and profitable trade even in the
existing ttate of the tarif relations of the countries concerned.
Lying far out to the est of us are China and Japan, and
the Government- mindfuil of the possibilities of trade in
that direction which las alroady been developed, has
pledged itself to implement the subsidy of the home
Government to a direct line of steam communication be-
tween the western terminus of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way on the Pacifie coast and those countries. The Canadian
Pacific Railway Company bas already for a number of
Months had its steamers on that line, and the posai bilities of
working up a fairly remunerative and profitable trade have
been abundantly shown in that time. Why, Sir, to-day the
Surplus produot of our cotton mills finds a profitable
market in those distant countries, which a few years ago
were inaccessible to a profitable trade, but which to-day,
thanks to the Canadian Pacifie Railway Company and to
the OIterprise of this oeuntry in amsisting in the construo-
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tion of its road. and thanks to that same company for
putting on this lino of steam communication, we have a
direct lino, and one of the best lines, of communicstion
with those great countries to the east. Tien, down on the
Southern Pacifie Ocean lies a vast continent of islands,
which have certain wants which Canada can implement,
and certain productions which Canada can take; and the
Government proposes to ask Parliament to aid in the
establishment of a direct lino of communication be-
tween our western coast and the colonies of Australia
and New Zealand ; and I think I am permitted to
state bore that advices which have been received froma
the Australian colonies are favorable to the considera-
tion of the question of closer trade relations betweon
Canada and the vast countries which lie in the Southern
Pacifie. Thon, we have had an Atlantic service which
for a serles of years, though fairly good, bas not been
as good as it should ho, taken in connection with the com-
peting linos sailing to the great ports to the south of us;
and the Government to.day are considering what means
are best adapted for improving that service, and placing it
on such a footing that Canadians need not be at all ashamed
to compare their route with the linos of steamships which
connect with the ports of New York, Boston and Baltimore.
In all this there bas been the double aim to develop the in-
dustry of the country within, and to extend our trade and
commerce withcut. We have done the first, and now our
competition is ove flowing the borders of oar domestic
markets and seeking profitable markets outside ; and I could,
if time permitted, give the House facts which have been
gathered from different manufacturera in this country show-
ing to what an extent they have worked up profitable fields
for their goods during the last three years in those distant
countries of which I have spoken. And, Sir, I belleve that
to be the proper Cauadian policy, that we should look first
to this country, first to its industrial improvement and to
the development of its great natural resources, that we
should live in comity and peace with the nations!to the south
of us and all other countries in the world ; but at the sanie
time, that neither threats of non-intercourse, nor blandish-
monts from without, nor specious pleas from within, should
ever bo sufficient to induce this country to band over its
commerical independence to any other country in the world.
With a share of this continent larger in size than the Re-
public to the south of us, and immeasurably rich in natural
resources, with a population the most hardy in the world
by virtue of our climate, with immense productions of the
great staples of the world's consumption and use, with a
future before us of peace assured under a fiag of a country
which is the most powerful on the sea and the most power-
ful the wide world over, I believe that Canada's future lies
in a path of steady, courteous treatment of all countries with
whom we have intercourse, and of a steady persistent de-
velopment of her own commercial linos of policy, for the
benefit of her own people, and for a land which is to ho the
home of future millions.

It being Six o'clock, the Speaker left the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. FOSTER. When the House took recess, I was
making some remarks with reference to the commerce of
Canada and her development in one lino of commercial
enterprise. That was especially with reference to ber
foreign commerce, the tables for which are given in our blue-
books, and which are the data upon which we muast roly
for our chief calculations with reference to the improve-
ment of our foreign trade. It will, however, be apparent
to the House that the foreign trade of a country is but one
branch of the great stream of commercial lite and enter-
prise which helps to develop a country and to transport ils
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