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undertaken with goodwill and good faith. For what they have 
already done in trying circumstances, my country pays whole­
hearted tribute to the Secretary-General and his staff, and to 
the Supreme Commander, the officers and the men of all nations 
serving in the United Nations forces in the Congo,

There is one point upon which I must touch, however, 
and that is the regrettable circumstance whereby individual 
members and units of the United Nations force in the Congo have 
all too frequently found bhemselves in conflict with the forces 
they had come to the Congo to help. Sometimes these incidents 
have taken the form of obstruction or harassment of individuals 
or small units by clearly undisciplined groups of Congolese 
soldiers. On other occasions, as in the recent incidents at 
Banana and Matadi, what has happened has been, to some extent 
at least, a matter of deliberateIpolicy and direction.

It is difficult for me, as a Canadian, to take a 
detached view of these matters„ Canada's contribution to tho 
United Nations forces in the Congo is small in terms of total 
numbers, but this fact does not make the life or the welfare 
of any one of these men a matter of any less concern to the 
Canadian Government and the Canadian people. It is not an easy 
thing to see these individuals endangered or humiliated, in what 
can only seem to be a completely pointless manner, In addition 
to Canada's understandable concern about its own forces, the 
incidents to which I have referred have grave implications for 
the United Nations as a whole. What is at stake here is not some 
obscure point of interpretation, but the fundamental meaning and 
dignity of the United Nations organization and the personal safety 
of its representatives in the Congo, It is Canada's view that a 
most unequivocal stand in this regard must be taken by the United 
Nations and that it must be unreservedly supported by all the 
members of this body.

Our strong view on this matter of adequate security for 
United Nations personnel in no way detracts from our recognition


