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SEructuie and Perfotwance.

Stoucture

,Cousu:uatknn ‘ts defined as :nn :fua:inn, renuua:luu, r&pair aod dewollciad

¢f lppoblle scructurag -amd che. alescacleo of the nateral copogstaphy.

‘Gonstruccion provides tha physacaL medns for tesource Explaration and

indugtrial development, a8y weil dd che supportiug‘1nfraatructure such as
trangpoctation aystams, ¢ommecslal facilicies and vesidancilab

‘decoumodacion. The comsCrustlon seéfar s cudposed of Fimms 2od Labour
.aagaged, 40 4 contracc basis, 13 che various® sctlviclas whataby

cansfiruction is ac:auplished There i3 np vercical integration ia thd
industry excepe la a Eew very: spc:lalized aregs, Suych as seraetural stewl,
Lite and-swaveyar systems and .purtaln walls.

The Capadian construchion imdugicy. cansises of. 108 clousand Iirms logacad

ia all areas of che eouncry. 14 thousand of chess Elrua specializa fa
regidential and nan—'esidentlal huildlngs, i :huasand are primesily
fnvolved Lo heavy anginearing Lela::rLc power and oil and gas Faci{iliias

‘and haavy i{adugcriak strunyurESJ and road bullding, “and 49 rhovsand

undu::aku aechanical, eleccrical and acher speclal craded woTk.

Whila cha malérity of contracting companlied zarve oaly 8 very localized
uarket, sgue af the larger £irms oay sarve 2 #eglgnal markec. Tha largesc
£irma ia the =gecac-do, hewever, operela maticoully. aly 575 parcent of
‘the fndbscry's Piems have: £rods Jperating revenues ‘of §1 mitllea of wora
ard cheda undectske 65 percenr af the wark., Thase. Eicms -age mocw beoadly
based aud thgrafors mora. napahla af undertiking larger =] o canplex
prujec*a-

2any firws, particulacly fn tna'spealai craded group, are highly

-apeclalized and technically competent. Uowever, owners lack ocher Dasle
akills in the areas af gana:al manageqeqt markat;ng and. Elﬂdr:&

Favaiga. punerghip 13 an impovtant L3Aus for Lhe. fnduacry, bue ic iz noc ?9
erifical as iC may be in ocher s2ctors. The 1931 CALUMA ceport ipdicacas
that zhecs wbre (31 focelga-contralliéd consfrucCipn cowpanies-operatbing. ln
Canada {a drop of LI percenc from L3803, Thede caprosenc 9.3 peczenc aff
che- number of :Lrns. 1.3 pereent of che ladescoy's assers, 15.0 percent
of che equi:y and 1l peccenc af :he pror'ts. sRanzdian cnn:rollad Eirma.
unlike thele Edralyn cuntrolled “zpuntarparcts, have ot expanded ‘theic
capabili:y ep Ltaclude the enginugring and procurenent skills feequencly

suughc by eliants when congldectiig majo: p:uje:*s.

Ferformancs

The industry-is par.icularly vulnerahke. fo buainaas cycla ‘Eluctuacions and.
cacaaslonary crsada in the aunnumy HevirThalags, aver tha gasf IWERLY
viars comebruction imveatuent achlaved am sverege annual cate:af growch ot
3.3 peccant (slLzhecly Selow chac pf GHEY tp rteech s4p Slliion in 1357 aud
actounced for 33 parcear of tocal capiial [aveacment 4o the-Canadian
wioaogy. The canstruction Lndua::y (che LD6 showsand Firme) provided

qjﬂ illlan. af chs agETeyace’ figurs with che tla.la.ncl: calTlid oud hy,
ubilicy wodpasied, wovetnuents and firms wac piimarily-engazed. in che
induscTy.

Conscruction, tradicienally; accounts foc 3 Ew B paroenc of Canada's
nanaved Laboie fdreze. Wich cha Levelllng +EE nf Lnduﬂn'y ‘GUEPME, Ehe
‘induscey emplayed 346 thausand hourly paid vages asrasrd, dewn 3.1 pergeat
Erzom 1Y32 znd- 13.t pafcect from ‘984,

Jn che Lace 19703, therwe waa a gradeal ahfif away from che .zsascruceics of
r=stde1uiax and ocher hULLdings La nngireer1ng donstruccion. Whilw zhis
shist .appeurs £2 hive cessed Lt did “driag dbong a change [a che SETACTUCE
af zhe iudustry The 3lqwdawn in canstruction agcivis ¥.4§ d.7esalt 0f che
:urfeut regegsion and nigh imgecdss cobes has laad .co grescer compezizicn
angnyg ‘axisting ficms and Lo L9 suspedted co [nurezsed coopany clogures,



