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85. Economic growth and prosperity are critical to peace. We urge regional parties to pursue 
economic cooperation among themselves and integration into the global economy. We welcome 
all efforts to promote the region's development of viable and sustainable economies, including  
assistance to the Palestinians, and urge donors to fulfill pledges made. 

84. The Peace Process faces a crisis, and we are determined to reinject momentum into it 
Restoring the sense of security and confidence among Israelis and Pales tinians is essential. We 
shall do our utmost to reinvigorate implementation of the Oslo Accords and to uphold the 
principles of Madrid, including the exchange of land for peace. All the problems need to be 
addressed peacefu lly through serious and credible negotiations. Both sides must refrain from 
actions that impede the peace process by preempting permanent status negotiations. We believe 
strongly in the importance of working with Israel, Syria and Lebanon to resume direct talks in 
order to achieve a comprehensive settlement in the region. We welcome the important role the 
Monitoring Group has played in strengthening the Understanding of April 26, 1996 and in 
reducing risks to civilians  in southern  Lebanon and in Israel. We affirm the importance of the 
activities within the multilateral framework of the peace process. 

Middle East 

Hong Kong 

83. We recognize the historic nature of China's imminent resumption of sovereignty over Hong 
Kong. Considering our durable interests in this financial and economic center, we wekome and 
place weight on China's commitments, contained in the 1984 UK-PRC Joint Declaration and in 
the 1990 PRC Basic Law. These include ensuring Hong Kong's continued stability and 
prosperity and preserving its way of life, its high degree of autonomy — including an 
independent monetary and economic system — its fundamental freedoms and the rule of law. 
These will provide the essential underpinnings for Hong Kong's future economic success. We 
look forward to democratic elections in Hong Kong for a new legislature as soon as possible. 
We take serious note of China's assurances in the Joint Declaration and Basic Law that the 
provisions of the International Covenant of Civil and Politkal Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will continue to apply in Hong Kong. 

Political situations 

the international community to develop technological solutions to mine detection and clearance, 
and to strengthen its support for humanitarian demining and assistance to mine victims. 

86. We have noted with interest the results of the recent elections in Iran and renew our call 
upon the Govermnent of Iran to play a constructive role in regional and world affairs. In this 
regard, while noting the role Iran played in inter-Tajik talks in conjunction with the United 
Nations and other regional parties, we call upon the Goverrunent of Iran to desist from material 
and political support for extremist groups that are seelting to destroy the Middle East peace 
process and to destabilize the region. We further call upon the Iranian Government to respect the 
human rights of all Iranian citiz,ens and to renounce the use of terrorism, including against 
Iranian citizens living abroad, and, in that connection, to desist from endorsing the continued 
threat to the life of Mr. Salman Rushdie and other people associated with his work. We call on 
all States to avoid cooperation with Iran that might contribute to efforts to acquire nuclear 
weapons capabilities, or to enhance chemical, biological, or missile capabilities in violation of 
international conventions or arrangements. 

87. We confirm our determination to obtain full compliance with all UN Security Council 
resolutions related to Iraq and Libya. Only full compliance with these resolutions could result in 
the lifting of sanctions. We are pleased to note that the distribution of food and medicine under 
UNSCR 986 is providing some humanitarian relief to the Iraqi people. 
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