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conducting those tests now by undercutting our own 
nonproliferation goals and ensuring that other nations 
would resume testing outweighs these benefits. 

I have, therefore, decided to extend the current 
moratorium on United States nuclear testing at least 
through September of next year, as long as no other nation 
tests. 

And I call mn the other nuclear powers to do the same. 
If these nations will join us in observing this moratorium, 
we will be in the strongest possible position to negotiate 
a comprehensive test ban and to discourage other nations 
from developing their own nuclear arsenals. 

If, however, this moratorium is broken by another 
nation, I will direct the Department of Energy to prepare 
to conduct additional  tests  while seeking approval-to do so 
from Congress. . I therefore expect the Department to 
maintain a capability to resume testing. 

. - To assure that our nuclear deterrent remains 
unquestioned under a test ban, we will explore other means 
of maintaining our confidence in the safety, the 
reliability and the performance of our own weapons. We 
will also refocus much of the talent and resources of our 
nation's nuclear labs on new technologies to curb the 
spread of nuclear weapons and verify arms control treaties. 

Beyond these significant actions, I am also taking 
steps to revitalize the Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency,.so that it can play an.active role in meeting the 
erms contol and nonproliferation challenges of this new 
era. I am committed to protecting our people, deterring 
aggression and combatting terrorism. The work of 
combatting proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is 
difficult and unending, but it is an essential part of this 
task. It must be done.... 

(End of excerpt) 


