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Howe
welcome
for CAP

reform

From Andrew McEwen
Venlice .

Sir Ggg?'rey How_z. ;:\sc

oreign Sccretary, sal -
rcrdag that the |aml declara-
tion of the Venice economic
summit amountcd 1o 8 strong
commitment to reform the
| European Community’s Com-
mon Agricultural Policy.

Three Commumity coun-
tnes which arc also major
agricultural producers -
France, West Germany and
laly = were among the seven
industrialized nations which
signed a declaration that in.
cluded a call for “concerted
reform of agricultural pol
jeics."

Although the Venice Eco-
nomic laration had a
glohal, rather than Europcan,
scope, Sir Geoflrey said that
the nition of the need for
CAP rciorm was implicit.

. The agricultural statement
formed pant of the Economic
Declaration read at the end of
the summit by Signor

Leaders of the seven maln
Industzial countries pledged to
sustaln non-inflationary world
owth, to act on trade im-
alances, and called for {ater-
eational rate cuts, in thelr final
sumnilt declaration ycstcrd?'.
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Amintore Fanfani, laly's in-
B} terim lcader.
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Hc also read separaic state-
ments on Aids and on drugs,
and a further document
described as the “chairman’s
summary on political issucs,”
which contzined 8 mild ref-
erence to the need to promote
dialogue In South Afnca. . -

The heads of statc “and
government said that Aids “is
one of the biggest potential
health problems in the world.”

They ldentifled the World
Health Organisation as the
best forum for international
"co-opcration to fight it.

The statement on drugs
inciuded a commitment to
work _for the eradication of
their illegal cultivation.

The Prime Minister of Can-
hopedfor  spares satement
or & separale § en

on South Africa, but Britsin
was onc of several nations

which it. Although
lhe, final declaration included
s strong condemnation of

apartheid it did notgoas fares

liked.

Sir Geofirey said there was s
strong fecling that it was the
wrong moment to launch any
kind of initiative.

Britain was supported by
West Germany and  the
United States in  blockin
Canada's initiative. Mr Mul-
roney later indicated his
strong disappointment,
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the Canadians would have
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" Satisfied world leaders
_leave behind some
. differing impressions

From Andrew McEwen, Venice

The Venice economic summit
broke up last night leaving
three of the rnn]dpallng
groups with different {im-
pressions. The leaders were
satisfied, the American journ-
alists disappointed, and the
Venetians doth proud and
[mpatient.

Judped on the basls of the
original intentions, the leaders
were right. When President
Giscard d@'Estaing convened
the first economic summit at
Ramboulliet, France, in 1975,
the idea was (0 bring together
leaders for an [nformal chat
withoat an agenda.

The 12 subsequent summits
kave come under Increasing
pressure to be more obviously
productive, Mr Shuit
the US Secretary of State, an
Mr Frank Carlucct, the Nat-
jonal Securlty Adviser, faced
hostlie questions this week
from American  Journalists
who expected the summit to

e & ents for Brit.
gin and France to clcr up
gava) patrols In the Gull and
fordapan to help pay for them.

British officlais were bar-
racked and jeered when they
. peported that the lcaders had
talked until midnight en Man-
day without coming to any
clear conclusions. Yet that sort
of discussion was the whole
point of the exercise. The pres.
sure has gradually compelied
teaders ta respond to Issues of
the day in their final declara-
tions, as the mention of Aids
yesterday demonstrated. But

the orelg nal 1978 spirit Ras in

surviv

Sir Geoffrey Howe, the
Foreign Secretury, commented
yesterday: “] think the real
worth of the economic sum.
mits s that they enable heads

s -
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; ‘..i.‘“l.‘-

of government (o stand back
from their own scenes, to take
a bruad view, and o realize
that to some extent they are
facing the sume problems and
can help cach other.”

Econamie summits were not
designed (o produce winaers,
but at the 13th the venue has
scored more public opinion

ints than the participants.

ong after the public has

{grx?uen“what nlu :g: at
enice, iy stunn

will be umemb«eﬂ.ﬂc gt

® RE\'K;A\'IK: On the eve
of today‘s meeting of Nato
foreign ministers, which is
expected o give backing at
{ast to a superpower deal on
Euro-missiles. Lord Carring-
ton, the Nato Secrctury-Gen-
eral.sald a deal appeured (o be
“within reach* (Richard Owen
writes). But he acknonledged
that there were still diffj-
cultics, Including a dlspute
between France and the
United States over the best
forum for new tatks In Vienns
on reducing conventivna) for-
oes [n Europe,

Diplomats sald France was
firmly opposed to direct nego~’
tlations on conventional redue-
tions between Nuto and the
Warsaw Pact, and preferred a
35-nation forum Involving the
neutral and non-aligned states
of Europe wlithin the frame-
work of the Eurvpean Secarity
Proccess.

The diplomats said that
West Germany was also caus-
g last-mincte problems by
insisting that the Imminent
INF dcul should be followed
immediately by talks on tace
tical puclear weapons with a
cange of fess than €00
kilometres.
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