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Ida at agriculture meeting

ter of Regional Economic Expan-
Pierre De Bané led the Canadian
ation to the first conférence of agri-
re ministers of the member countries
e Agency for Cultural and Technical
Peration held in Paris last month.
r. De Baud, who is also Francophone
rs Advisor to Secretary of State for
mal Affairs Mark MacGuigan was ac-
)anied by officiaIs of the federal de-
[lent of agriculture. The Quebec and
Brunswick governments were also

'sented in the Canadian delegation as
'ipating govemments in the agency.
le purpose of the ministerial meeting
to Promote co-ordination of efforts
sharing of resources by aIl agency
bers in the agricultural sphere, parti-
IY in the research, technology and
lXlg sectors.
ater problems, managerial training,
e-1 as co-operation and exchanges in
lissemination of scientific and techni-
nformation were also studied. The
~ig was also intended to give direc-
tO and formulate action programs of
aging in the techuical co-operation
re Of its activities.

rIimm resources rise

result of continued exploration ef-
Canada's uranium resources increas-
S' 0,000 metric tons of uranium metal

>79, according to a report released by
gy, Mines and Resources Canada.
lie report, entitled Uranium in Can-

1979 Assessment of Supply and
4irements, estimates that total re-
'Il in the measured, indicated and
Tred categories amount to 587,000
'c tons of uranium.
n'y 10 per cent of this uranium will
equired domestically over the next
ýear to fuel the more than 14,000
l'atts of nuclear power capacity now
<1ting or conimitted for operation in
Ida by 1990). 570
onlie 60 per cent of the 58,-
'1C.ton total is located in the Elliot

and Agnew Lake areas of Ontario;
O f the remaining uranium resources

'0o1nic interest are located in north-
ýakatchewan.
ralini exploration activîty increased
flcantiY in 1979 with total explora-
eX'Pendîtures reaching $130 million.

The report states that in 1979 seven
uranium-producing operations in Canada,
emnploying somte 6,000 people, produced
6,817 metric tons of uranium. Canadian
production capabilîty could grow froin
7,700 metric tons of uranium iu 1980 to
15,300 metric tons by 1990, provided
that adequate markets are available.

As of January 1, 1980, outstanding
uranium export commitments amounted
to 52,400 metric tons or about 9 per cent
of the total Canadian uranium resources
mentioned above. 0f the more than
$600-mîllîon worth of uranium shipped
by Canadian producers in 1979, some 85
per cent was destined for the expert
market. Japan is currently Canada's most
important uranium customer, followed
by the United States, Britain, West Ger-
many and Spain.

Nuclear agreement signed

Research funding rises

Minister of State for Science and Techi-
nology and Minister of Environment John
Roberts has announced that $1.514
billion will be provided for research and
development in 1981-82, an increase of
17 pier cent over 1980-81 expenditures.

Since 1979-80, federal funding for re-
search and development have increased
by a total of $413 million. In 1980-81
there was an increase of $197 million
over the previous year's figure.

The government's research and devel-
opinent policy cails for an average annual
expenditure increase of 17 per cent. In
dollar terms, this wouîd have meant in-
creases of $181 million in 1980-81 and
$211 million in 1981-82. Thiis targethas,
in fact, been exceeded in both years.

Some of the major increases in research
and development funding increases are:,
- $60 million in the Department of
Energy, Mines and Resources, mainly in
respect to the National Energy Plan;
- $31 million for the National Research
Council including nearly $5 million for
the continuing construction of the new
institutes at Boucherville, Quebec (mat-
erials research) and St. John's, Newfound-
land (ice research);
- $26 million for the industrial research
and development support programs of the
Department of Industry, Trade and Com-
merce; and
- $18 million in Agriculture Canada, for
agricultural and food research and de-
velopmeflt.

Canadian journalists honoured
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