Nature Study Class.—VTIL. heavy is the dram npon i
By Wwu. H. Moore. ed llfe in ‘the :

You say it is chilly and we will have togetoutoqr :uz
furs to wear when we go out at evening now. Have
you ever thought much about the original wearers  sez
of our furs? Have you ever given any attenmnff
to such questions as: How many fur P
animals have we in the Maritime provinces? Is the
supply-limited? Are the animals beneficial or in-
jurious to the husbandman? It's surprising how fu
little we know of the life histories of our fura-'f! ‘
bearers. :

Our fur-bearers may be divided into two clanu. 5
as the squirrels were classed in the
REvIEW, viz., hardy and half hardy, or those :
are active throughout the whole year, and th
which den up or hibernate during the cold sea
They may also be properly classed as carni
and rodents. These two ways pf”'
cverlap each other, and we have h
vors, and active rodents. ler
would put them in two groups, plan
digitigrade. :

The plantlgrades or those whidl
place the whole foot upon the gromd: are ‘wﬁ
only half hardy and include thé bear, racco
skunk. These are carnivorous, and the po
which also places the whole ﬁoot upon the

cupine is not suitable for the
animals. The hind feet of the mu

are fully walked upon, but are
adapted for swimming. Perhaps the fur
animal with which most of you are best

in _one way or another is theakmk.

prime quahty That however will ﬁtﬂt m
greatly at present for there are other things
interest in connection with this animal. They
nocturnal and when disturbed hastﬂy puc np‘
white flag (the tail which has more or less
hair on it) and is a signal of distress ; distress
the offending party through the olfactory nerves.
This animal seems to have no fear of any enemy,
and apparently thinks it has equal rights either
fhe city or country. Its home may be in m, ;
Jollow log, a burrow in the earth, or under bulid-"
" ings or hay stacks. :
The yonfng produced at one time may numher.
from four-to fourteen, and are born in the months




