
>rHE EDUCATIONAL ýREVIEW.

Another Exambiiation Test
A recent number of. the New York Eveming Post

gives an account of ý test made recently by the
Cleveland, Ohio, educational conimissioners to deter-
mine whether the criticism. was jusit that pupils who
had finished the grammar school were "neither
quick nor accurate ini simple arithmetical computa-
tions." (One should add, of course, that in the
United States a grammar school is ,PreParatory to
theý high school). Since the resuit is rather strik-
ing., the~ extract is here presented, giving the paper
and some statistics as to the examinations:
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"What is 25 per cent, of $280?
"What is 50 per cent. of 8-9?
"What is 33 1-3 per cent. 'of .oî5?
"A merchant had 3o0 barrels of folur, of which

he soild 25 per cent. at one time and 33 1-3 Per cent-

of the ?iemainder at another time. How mnany bar-

rels had he leftP
This exarnination is easy, and absoluately free frorn

catch " questions. .Each pupil was given all the

tume he wanted, but was asked to hand i,4 on a

separate sheet, each problemn, as soon as heý " felt

sure that he had the correct answer."
Let us look at the results. One hundred and

ninety-three pupils were -tested, representitlg five

schools. In the addition, the timne. was f rom one to

ninie minutes,,eighty-six answers wère right and one

hundred and four wrong; in subtractioll, one to

three minutes, one hundred and seventy-Ofle rigbt

and twenty wrong; in multiplication, one to sçventeen

minutes, twenty-three right, one hund-red and ,sixty-

eight wrong; in 'division, two to ten minutes, one

hundred and seven r~iglit, sixty-two wrong; in per-

centage, one to rune minutes, one hundred and

thirty right, sixty-two wrong. Of -the sixty-tWO

pupils Who .made errors, five gave three .wrong

answers, and fifty-five one wrong.
We believe also that the eighth grade in Cleveland

is no exception. But any board of education which

is confident that isS own system is more efficient- can

easily apply this identical test. We should be inter-
ested to, learu the resuits in schools iii this vicinity.,

-The written exaniiation in speling was-,almnost
as illuminating as that. in arithmetic. The words

were pronounced " by the regular teacher and in the

usuaL forni," so as to, prevent embarrassment or
confusion. The list is as -follows:_

drowsy elegant sieve
peninsula tongue . gua*dian
excelle4 orange convalesce
diligende Delaware. hazél
mbeasies choiera bIainable
stirred civilize basharous
alliance anxiety «mirVel
opp6nent Wednesday dbliged
survivinF veteran 'iaca
worthy înilitazy navinessr
annoyance incrèased bsns
ratio diargeable soi jision
dimmner possesaoliso
wrangle imagin seditious
opposed patriotic balançe
contrel abandon aIly
conceal, riddlee.1fe

One hundred and forty-four eighth-gade pl

front fdur schools were chosen to, càinpete
poorest paper contained thirty-six misspelled words
out of a total of fflty. The only paper without an

error was returned. by a girl whose nanq should be,

recorded, in the Hall of Fanie; lotie Diggs. Tht

whole number of misspelled words wàs; 1,887, an1

averag of more than thirteen for each pupil.

la Gnmmar of Us.
The subiject ini wbich the gramniar achool, so-

called, contravenes most sharply the law of , he order

of learning is, perbaps, grammar.. For grammar,

being the analytic and theoretical study ci hénguage,

does. not belong in the granrnar school at iii. Th1e

scientillc clâssification of phenomena cannot com-

mence until the phenomena have hemn assemblad

and made famuliar. To this law of learning lati-

guage is no exception. The language studyý pro-

pér to the gramfmar school is observat ion and ac-

quaintarice, that is, more particularly, 'practice in

reading, speaking, domposing. N'or for thie is the

study of granimar necessary..Wa enCSSyl

a e~ery large amount of practice; much readmng,

much speaking, much composing. The only ue of

grammar here is a negative one,,namnely, -toi correct

mistakes. And for this negative purpose the only

person in the gramimar school wlo need l«iow gramn-

mar is the teacher. The Positive, scientific study of

granimar must be reserved for the high schoo.-

W.. G. Rarsons, in the Apsil Atlantic.
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