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greater interest, and Lesseps thought it wvas qiite feasible.
Firially the work was commenced about i86o by "The Univer-
sal Suez Canal Company," under the direction of M. Lesseps.
Haif the capital was found by the Viceroy of FEgypt, the other
baif wa-s takeni up in Europe, principally in France.

TVhe canal is about eighty-nine miles long, and is simplv a
ditchi, or artificial strait, about one hundred and eîghty feet
wvide at the water surface, and about eighty feet at the bottom.
The Tinisali and Bitter Lakes, previous to the letting in of the
waters of the Mvediterranean, were mere dry depressions in the
lanid, andf when flooded saved sonie thirty muiles of excavation.
The wvhole of the excavating was doue by about thirty thousand
niativýes, whlo caried the sand out in baskets on their backs.
We were told that about twenty thousand of them died
durinig the tune the work was being constrncted, from
choiera and exposure.

The canal cost. one hnndred million dollars. In 1875 the
Eýgyptiani Governiment getting into financial difficulties sold a
(conztrollinig nxnber of- shares to the British Goverment for
twenity mnillion dollars. The late Lord Beaconsfield purchased
theim without consulting IParliament, and ahl England stood
amnazed at his audacity ; but the wonderful foresight and states-
imanship of that great Conservative leader lias been fnlly
exxnplified, when it is authorîtatively stated that those same
:lhares are nom, worth six tinlies the purchase money; besides
giving Great Britain a conitrolling interest in the canal, an
immense influence in F*gypt, and a means of reaching her
e-as-tern pos-sesýsionis fromn seven to, nîne thousand miles less in

ditnethani foninerly.

The conisequencts re.sulting froni the snccessful coxnpletion
ofthis great initernaýtione«l work have been, and will continue to,
bÀ) oinentous upon the po)litical as well as the commercial

relations of the world, that it may safely be said no man dares
aLttVempjt to estimiate thein.
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