
OUR SCHOÛLSV'1ii

making every allowance and bearing iii mind the very cou-
siderable amourit of unoccupied land iu some parts of the
Province, referred to in an earlier paper. il seemls to nie, as a
rough estimate. that on au average twenty square miles, or
a four axîd a half mile square, could be iniicued iii a district
withoiit auiv serious difficultv. The working out of this
idea xvould tak-e time and would, require to be dloue xvith the
utmiost care and with g(>od judgnueut. It, would uean con-
solidatiug the 464 school districts of 1899 ïito l00. If the
area be mnade sixteexi square miles, or a four mile square,
the number of new schools would he 1 25. 1 xviii take the
former nunîber, whichl, on the average daily attendance for
1899, would give a daily average attendance of about 1 17
for each sehool.

Now for the rural sehools of Onîtario the regulation is
one teaclier and une room for each fifty pupils iu average at-
tendance. I quote from "The Educational Systen, of the Pro-
vince of Ontario,"' bv John Millar, B. A., Deputv Minister
of Education, for which I amrn idebted to Hon. Mr. Ross.
He says:-

luI the caase of rural ',chùa1.s the trus.tee., are required t{, conforma to the.
fululoig rtcqul.ites

Wvvthe. ave~ratge attendance of the. Section for the. prevou year t.xcvtds
fifty the. schaolhou',r ,hail contauI two rtxant; wher it txce-d'1 ont. Ihundrt.1 il
shall contain threet rooni-.-au addltiual rooiti ani tt.acher 1 cbg rq irctd for ech
additionai lifty pupils ini ave.rage attt.,iance,

Now the Pro*vince of Onutario is far advanced and mnost
progressive in educational luatters. From, its example I
judge that au average of three teachers tocd of the one
hundred suggested schools would be ample. Some would
need more, soute flot su many. The teachers of the ele-
mentary subjects miglit welI be third class, and it does seemn
to me that the services of advanced ptipils in the higher
classes muiglit well be utilized, and those puipils would thent-
selves be benefitted hy being called in to assist ini teaching the
more juvenile pupils. However, that is a matter for prac-


