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Food Licensing in Canada
ERNE'ST B. ROBE~RTS. Canada Food Board, Ottawa.

The Dominion has neyver experienced so vast a system
of licensing as now exists under the Canada Food Board.
At the close of the week, ending May l8th, the following
were the approximate licenses granted:

Wholesale Fish Merchants, 1,500; Package Cereal Makers,
100; Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Dealers, 1,200; Millers,
500; Manufacturing Bakers, 2,300; Wholesale Grocers, 700;
Wholesale Produce Dealers, 500; Retail Grocers, 11,000.

SNow practically every dealer in foodstuffs fromn Nova
Scotia to British Columbia, and from the international Ulne
northward, except the farmer, is under license. The first
and naturally tentative step was taken in June, 1917, when
millers' profits were restricted to 25e a barrel, but' this
was found inadequate to îjroperlY controt the wheat sup-
ply -the most important of the foodstuffs s0 far as Can-
ad'a, taken singly, was concerned. On December lst, there-
fore, the milliers were placed under a licensing system.
This gave remarkabiy good results on the whole. but stili
it was found that there were loopholes through which
some millers did not scruple to slip.

But the experlence then gained was enough. The Can-
ada Food Bonard, advancing in thts matter step by step
with the authorities in the Unlited States, wh ere the food
control, problem is aimost idenitical with our own, began
a scheme whereby ail foot] dealers, large and' small, should
corne withiin a really controlling sy.Stem. They carne, will-
ingly In most cases, I l th following order: Produce Whole-
sales, Produce C'opmission Merchants, Produce Brokers, la
March; Wýholesaleý Grocers, Jobbers, Co>mmission Agents,
and Brokers, ina Aprli; Retal Grocers, Butchers, Bakers,
f'roduce Dealers, Flour and Feed Dealers in May.

In broat], easily understood language, the "Why", of
licensing bas been given la the following terme.-

"Licensing keeps down profiteerîng. Every licensee is
required at stated, perinds to mak'-e reports concernlng his
business. Most of these men are upright and patrioitic:
some, like Hamlet, aire indliff(eet. honest.' But the

LCNEis the only way 0f catching the UNSCRUP-
ULfOU'S. It le the one weapon that in ilI the warring coun-
tries hais been foundl t0 be thle terror of the EVILD>OER
la businless. If there is aL SUSPICION of undue profit, an
examination of books will be ordered, The LICENSE gives

TOWARDS'A MUNICIPAL THEATRE-Conit
in theatrical matters, especiallyv in the matter of state thea-
tres. Lt is high timoe we mot onily recogmized her Superiority,
but surpassed it. That nation relalizes the vital need of
thepeopfle-for good plays. Note the examffle of Dortmund;
a Gýerman t0on Of 200,000 inhabitants, alPproximiately the
size of ouir Winnipeg. There is aj theatre, palatial, ade-
quate, handsorne, cofortable, Owlled hy the M\unlclpality
of Dortmund. Becus his 'io owned, the prices of ad-
mission are regulated. and] accordlngly they are 10)w. Be-
cause it le so o wned, the people are ablje to choose wbat
plays they wvill ha;ve,. and] this responslblllty rpets to their,
adlvantage.

Surely we of Canada who are able to defeat Germany
in the field, wili mlot acknowledge Germaniy mastor im the
mnatter of municipal theatres: It is no llght matter; it la
an urgent inatter; y-et wlll wv ho content to let the enen-y
triumph in this? As Benedlck says, 11I thlnk mot."

s t0 puit reliable per-
can build a theatre,

ibines with his coin-
a thoatre.

the power of the SHOWIDOWN. Licensing controls pro-
fits; with profits controlled, prices are only such as will
encourage production. If unfair profit is discovered the
license rnay be suspended or cancelled. And] out the pro-
fiteer will have to go-for NO LICENSE, NO BUSINESS!
'1'rice fixing' is only arhitrary, but LICENSING gives the
CONSUMER something which protects hlm from excessive
PROFITS and], at the sanie time, gives the Retailer a
means to average bis profits, wlth fairness."

Some of the most pertinent clauses In the already long
and] rapidly extending series of Ordors-in-Council by which
the Canada Food Board is alone able to work, may be given
here. The regulations in No. 597 were given in some detaîl
in the last issue of the Canadian Municipal Journal. One
paragraph may be repeated., It is the key to so much that
succeeds:

"The wilful waste 0f any food or-food products where
sucb waste resuits from carelessness, or from the man-
ner of storage thereof, or is due to any other avoit]-
able cause, Is hereby prohibiteti. It shaîl ho the duty
of each municiPaiity in Canada to enforce tbis regu-
lation within Its municipal limits."1

Seven days aftor Ibis was published on April l2th,
Order No. 26 of the Food Board was lssued. Regulation
1, reads:

"No person, wlthOut flrst having obtaine] permission
in writing frorn thoe Canada Food] Board shall own oi,
hold any quantity of meats, lard or oleomnargarine
greater than is reasonably necessary to supply his own
,Canadian trade requirements for a period' of sixty
days."

So with eggs, butter, cheese, poultry, canne], condensed
aind evaporated mulk, aill of which are covered hy Order
26. "What is to ho done wltb the surplus," 'one migbt
very naturallY ask. earagraph 7 of the saine Order really
indicates the why and tbe wherefore. it runs:

**The ownlng or holding of a stock of food or food
products in excess of the Canadian requironients as
providIed in this Ordor and whicb stock of food or food
products so owned and held, is suhject to the orders of
the Purchasing Agents of Great Britaîn and bier Alles,
shall not bc construeà as a violation of the terneis of
thisOrr.

Thon follows the statoment that the decision am to, what
constitutes1 a reasonably necessary quantîty for any per-
son to hlold must rest wItb the Food Board. This brlngs
our food control piainly to lie logical end - that It Is' a
war-time measure la wbîch everyone ougbt to be glad
to participate for the sake of getting the foods we have In
abondance over where they are wantod on the war front
and] la the muniitien -making areas, of Great Britain and
France. As hefore stated, It lis the duty of 'eacb muni-

calinl Canada" to carry out the Food Board regula-'
tions, and] the foilowing paragrapb ehould bc ample pro-
tection igainst annoyance of any officers Worlclng under
the ordoer:--

Any person violating anyý of the provisions of these
'*egulatlns. or- Of any order made thereunder, i-or e-
strujctlng or ipeding any officor or person enforcing
or carrylng out any of the provisions of these regula-
tions, or of any Order made thereundor, la gullty of
an offence, and] shahI le liable on summary conviction
before a Police Mlagistrate or two Justices of the Peace,
to a penalty net exceedlng one thouaand dollars and
not bass than one hundred dollars;, or to imprisonnient
for, a period not exceedîng three monthe or to both fine
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