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vide flour unl1ess grain is cast ifi it, wE
arc int dc1etiitg thc goodtiess of the
miii. Its p)rovince is flot to create but
to grin(l. Now the mmnd of man is
tbe miii tbat grind(s, the eye that sees.

Tbc grcatest teacliers of religion
-iu the writers of the Christiani Scrip-
turcs (10 flot deuy, reason, but only
condletint its abuse. They assume the
reality andi function of reasofi, and
make frequent appeals to it. Lacor-
claire declared that "God had givenl us
reason to show that He had no fear of
reason ;" and Vinet observes with
equal truth that "if Reason can do no-
thing it cannot even prove its owfi itmi
portance. If it can prove thlis," he
says, "it cati do sometlîing." And the
saine writer renîarks: Reason is flot
the efficient cause of the sentimîenits
whiclî are begotten witiîin us: it cati
only bring ils face to face with the
facts, and enable themn to speak to us."
A mati is not a better Christian, or a
better anything, becauise lie acts with-
out reflectioti. The most thougiitful
man is the best man, the nîost coin-
petent man. The Christiatn should. be
ready to give a reason for the hope
that is in him, and if he would do so,
he must beware of disparaging or
tîeglecting bis highest and noblest en-
dowment.

2. But furtber, if a man would hope
to attaiti a right opinion, he Must have
a supreine regard to truth. It is a
thing quite easy to say, and most ne-
cessary to be contitltally kept in mind.
Neither prej udice, tior self-interest,
nor yet any form of party-feelitîg maust
be allowed to statnd iti the Way. We
are, of course, aware that in the abso-
lute sense of the words it is practically
impossible for us to meet such a re-

quireîîet. Iit it is not therefore
unnces~1t~~or itseiess to ittsist ipott

the duty. Eveti if we are conscious of
inaty failuires, it i 's only by keeping a
loftY standard before our eyes tliat we
eau hope in any mniaîter to risc above
ourselves. Anci 50 it is otîly by keep-
itîg before our tiinds the attaitîliett
of Perfect truth as an object neyer to
be lost siglît of that we can hope to, es-
cape froîîî any of the faisehoods or
confusionîs iii wlîich we are apt to be-
Coifle involved. And this itn spite of
the tlîree great eteiîes of trutlî: pre-
iitdice, self-i nterest and Party. Let
us, for a fillieltt cotîsider these ob-
stadles to the attainnietît of truth.

(1) First there is Prejudice. What
does this m-ean? It meatîs our pre-
cotîceived opitiiotns, wlîether truc or
false; atîd we have no need to start
withi the assumption or the presump-
tion thiat they are probabîy false.
Alost of our convictiotns, especially
otîr practical principles Of life, are
probably true in the maatn. -Bui we
have no right to iay tliis down as cer-
tain. On the contrary, Mien we corne
to the investigation of any pritîciple,
we must start with the assumption
that our previous judgments rnust be
cither verified or abandoned. If they
are true, then the most searching ini-.
vestigation will only confirm them.
We mnust at least bring tlîem face to
face with acknowledged facts, sincere-
ly, honestly, earnestîy, or as honestly
as we dan. If they are compatible
with the facts axîd harnionize with
themn, it is \vell. We shall return to
thiern with fresh confidence, with deep-
er contvction.' If they are itncompat-
ib)le with the facts, if our opinions and
undeniable facts cannot stand to-


