
SOME THOUGHTS OF TIIE PRESENT WAR

the flouLse of Hapsburg to bring about
the unity of the Empire tlirough in-
ternai organization. There remained
the alternative of external pressure.

For centuries Austria lias dreanîed
the dream of domination in soàth east-
erm Europe, of mile in the B3alkans, of
8ea eoast on both Adriatie and Accean,
Ivith harbors where forests of nmasts
flYing the Imperial f]ag miglit bea-r ivit-
fless to dominion on the seas. Sca coast
she bas obtained, but lier positioii is
ever preearious whilc Servia menaces
Trieste,, and Aibania, and Montenegro
tlireateîî the lower Adriatie. l'le Ei-
Peror, whose personality and tact liold
hier rival races in seeming unity, iý; tot-
tering to the grave. Meanwhule Aitria
i5 goaded onward by lier ambitions, and
80 the fljouse of Hapsburg secs iii the
-enmenting power of external pressure
it8sSole hope of immediate preservation
anld future continuance. And tliis ex-
terlial Pressure is war.

It iS a mighty force. We ourselves
are feeling its power. Ail over our far-
flunIg Empire, nerve centres are quiver-

ifas We gather togellier for the con-
hC. The coliesion of public effort is

Wel'dîng together people of every lan-
euage and every race. Sikch and New

Zeaandî.Soutli African and Canadian
aeside by side wiîli Kitciener's Tr-

ritorials on that far-flung battie line.

hAi ili thiscoliesion whicli Austria
has craved fier great ally lias also
ler ambitions. "From the Nortli Sea
tthe Persian Gulf, from the Baltie to
the, M1editerranean," is the mollo of

Panerns. Witli characteristie
Pati11e and thproughness, Prussia liad

1l tli te iflost perfect systcmi of sur-
lier lance tlie world lias ever known.

lirsPies were everywhere, and one
41all brouglit back the tale thal "Tlie

' ',Was at hand. England niglt
saIfely be ignored. Conservative and
1Liberai were divided into warring

e'lK and eighty Irish Nationalisîs

h1 balance of power. The price
aldO ter support was, a Home Rule Bill;
Vola immediately upon ils introduction,Vl$ecrs began drilling as for civilwar. ulster denanded Ilial lier terrilory

slioulcl be excluded froin tlie applica-
tion of tlie bill, but tlie Nationalists
would conie to ilo agreement. The do-
inestie legisiation of Lloyd George was
considered by the landed classes to be
notlîing less than confiscation. Capital
it -was said would be alarmed by tlie
proposed ineasures and -would leave the
country. Recruiting ivas at a low ebb.
Nor -%ere matters seerningly in better
condi{ ion ou the outposts of Empire.
Iiitia w-as filled -with a vague ruiîrest,
and an cinigration inovenient was 'be-

ginn.The Crown Colonies, howTever,
looked with suspicioni uI)on the Ilindoo
brother: South Africa (lenied limi
,quiality of statits; Canada refused 10

admit hini at ail. To tlie outside ob-
server, it seemed, andi seemed witli rea-
son, that Britain would long liesitate
before she entered a great war.

France -was by no means prcpared.
lier artiliery was adnîiltedly old and
defective. The frontier forts were by
no ineans in repair. The effieieney of
lier acroplanes bad been greatly 'exag-
gerated, and tlie opposition to conscrip-
tion wvas steadily increasing ini force
throughionl the country.,

ilussia had not yet recovered from
the effeets of tlie Japanese war. lier
finances were aI a low ebb, and lier
iniobilizalion would be necessarily slow
as a resit of lier vast extent and the
iliadequate nature of lier facilities for
transportation.

On the other lîand, Germany and
Austria had improved their armies. Tlie
German fleel liad been put on %i war
basis. No imnmediale domestie difficul-
tics tlireatened Austria so long as tlie
E .mperor lived, and nolhing troubled
CGermany save socialismn; a cloud upon
thie horizon as yct no biggcr Ilian a

inan 's liand.
In the opinion of tlie generai staff

"eThe Day" had come. A lasI altempt

wvas made to delach Britain from lier

Allies. Assurances were given tliat the

territorial inlcgrity of Continental
France would be respected, thougli a

pledge that the Frenchi Colonies should

remain unîouchcd wvas refused; and
las,,tly, if Belgium would offer righl of


