SOME THOUGHTS OF THE PRESENT WAR
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should be excluded from the applica-
tion of the bill, but the Nationalists
would eome to no agreement. The do-
mestic legislation of Lloyd George was
considered by the landed classes to be
nothing less than confiseation. Capital
it was said would be alarmed by the
proposed measures and would leave the
country. Recruiting was at a low ebb.
Nor were matters seemingly in better
condition on the outposts of Empire.
India was filled with a vague unrest,
and an emigration movement was be-
ginning. The Crown Colonies, however,
looked with suspicion upon the Ilindoo
brother; South Africa denied him
cquality of status; Canada refused fo
admit him at all. To the outside ob-
server, it seemed, and seemed with rea-
son, that Britain would long hesitate
before she entered a great war.

France was by no means prepared.
Her artillery was admittedly old and
defective. The frontier forts were by
no means in repair. The efficiency of
her aeroplanes had been greatly exag-
gerated, and the opposition to conserip-
tion was steadily increasing in force
throughout the country.

Russia had not yet recovered from
the effects of the Japanese war. Her
finances were at a low ebb, and her
mobilization would be necessarily slow
as a result of her vast extent and the
inadequate nature of her facilities for
transportation.

On the other hand, Germany and
Austria had improved their armies. The
German fleet had been put on a war
basis. No immediate domestic difficul-
ties threatened Austria so long as the
Emperor lived, and nothing troubled
Germany save socialism; a cloud upon
the horizon as yet no bigger than a
man’s hand.

In the opinion of the general staff
¢«“The Day’’ had come. A last attempt
was made to detach Britain from her
Allies. Assurances were given that the
territorial integrity of Continental
France would be respected, though a
pledge that the French Colonies should
remain untouched was refused; and
lastly, if Belgium would offer right of



