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%‘:::‘{' Bumber of unorganizsd congrega-
"M'ietm the United States. Considering the

meriy Of_ hationalities .r.epresenl.ed in
houldc{:, it is not surprising that there
on. © & considerable diversity of relig-

1

But the individualistic tendencies of

zgi-;igve‘ bhave resulted in the division and
N minolﬂl_on of great bodies upon questions
and it n: 1mportan?e, and it is to be hoped,
oci) ¢ 8y be confidently expected, that the
selve :{llflienmes gra:lus.all.y agserting them-
“’P&ratel greatly diminish the number of
GiF gt organizations, to the increase of
mﬂantipmtual power and influence. Ip the
“mou;ne- the Pleasant, never unkindly
Subjay, “fllth Wwhich the author relieves his
the fo]lw‘ ! Pe!:ht.lps do something to show
w 2Y of infinite division.
“Was e: Wworse puzzle,” says Dr. Carroll,
Nameg 0?" Invented than that which the
seng, g the various denom'matlons pre-
four bod[POHg the Presbyteriany t!}ere are
ave a}w“eﬂ of the Roformed variety, I
Ruiship, 4}7;8 had great difficulty in distin-
Calleg g, etween two of them. Oae is
in ghe e Beform\ed Presbyterian Church
Sther, g Otted  States of America ; the
in N6 Reformed Preshyterian Church
aGAmerica——one has a Synod the
eneral S;nod.  Buatit is not al-
Sya0q Cagy to remember which has the
o oaun(i{ which th> G nera’ Synod. I
Hurg metrill In the monthly organs a mora
Organg hasd of distinction—one of these
Pink COVer.’? blua cover, and the other a
ber:}fgalp,‘“A‘)out a century ago, & num-
the K‘,x:‘]imfiter? and chuarches ceded from
w‘}cmi‘on Cm S:otland and organiz:d the
S:cessio ‘hurch, Soon after, half of this
half, ang-(’humh seceded from the other
'q“‘"‘teredm Process of time the halves were
thepe Wac Then, as a matter of course,
Wepg gh:sﬁa dispute among them as to who
thejp o Jrst seceders, Those who thought
f‘origin T,',n the best prefixed the word
lng) ,ec:d to the'r t't’e, and became Orig-
s ae";‘ Then there was a union of
wa n Orlglr}&l S :ceders, and the re-
Ch“rch the Uhnited Original Secession
thy U:liotr’ more proparly, the Church of
Probahyy o4 Original Sacrders. This is
v 18 only instance in which the
,Pory, i"‘lSlon.and union are both incor-
they ec;en-one_ title, This title being nei-
gewi?illtl!_cal nor doctrinal, and not
by °m&°ticp] lcal, weé may properly term it
()e Ofigin lﬁ-, and think of the Church ag
burgy 5 12 #nd only A ddition—Division

: | :hia ® Pregbyterian family.” After
the ¢ o nghca:} can affrrd to smile at
" eomp. onored joke on his Church, that it

8riang ;:i;d Of_Attitudinarians, Platitudin-
. Atitudinavians,

§:nhs Lff;‘thth? seventeen specizs of the

wh: COtgre odist there are “throe bodies

Fhlch a Bationa} Methodists, none

ﬂ; \ ﬂ;e ongregational in fact, wit

ofdm‘ or VPE{Hd_ent, Prot :stant, Primitive

ablwhiCh ma"“les of Methodists, the why
°myste U8t forever remain an inserut-

The & 7 t© the miss of mankind.”

i .
tt}l]g deQOm;ptISt sects include such an amaz-
e‘Spirit n3tion as the Old Two-Seed-in-
But after the

h .

])pmerou redestinariang,

[ Q 8 names th .

; at do not denominate,

™o o« finds thig an eminently seasible
h% I : ¢ . .

bﬁli apt; 8cribes and distinguishes—
h‘de"et B8t8 are Predestinarian—they

€ver i
Pro) o evg ¥ action, whether good or
edeﬁtiu&t:;ﬂ Person and every event was
" 'Tom the boginning ; not only
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the initial sin of Eve and the amiable com-
pliance of Adam and the consequent fall of
man but the apostasy of Sitan. The two
seeds are good and evil ; and one or other
of them will spring up into eternal life or
eternal death, according to the nature of
the predestination decreed in each particu-
lar case.”

Why do not these sub-divisions of the
great families of Protestantism unite ¢ Dr.
Carroll finds this a hard question, but offers
as its solution the doctrine of the Persever-
ance of the Saints. “It must be that the
saints think they ought to persevere in ses-
tarian division.”—(Introduction chap. v.)

Among the tendencies manifested in the
history of religion in the United S:ates,
our author refers to the growth of liberal
views. The universal character of this
phenomenon is illustrated by a body of
German Christians known as Dunkards.
They were extremely orthodox. Our most
conservative divines in the matter of Bib'i-
cal Inspiration would have been dangerous
heretics in the eyes of the Dunkards. * For
many years the influences of the world
gemad to have no effect upon them, but
gradually innovations crept into their hab
its, their discipline was insensibly relaxed,
and the questions sent up to their annual
meeting geew more numsrous and perplex-
ing, and difforences of opinion became quite
common. Oas year this question was pre-
sented: How is it consilered for Brethren
to estiblish a High School?” Afser can-
vassing the Bible carefully for light the fol-
lowing answer was returned : ¢ Considered
that Brethren should mind not %igh things
but condescend to m3in of low estate.”
But alas! there were higher critics amongst
the Dankards, anl the unscriptural high
school was established, and has since even
developed into a college.

D, Carroll is not so pessimestic a3 to
the present or future state of religion in
the United S’ate; as somo writers of the
day. There are 11,036 ministers, aud
165,297 congregations. Bstween 15,000,-
000 and 20,000,000 servizes are held annu-
ally, and 10,000,000 sermons are praached.
Accommodation is affsrded for 43,000,000
people and the total valus of church proper-
ty ambounts to $670,000,000. The total
numbsr of Protestant adherents is estimt-
ed at 49,630,000, of Romin Catholics, 7,-
352,000, leaving some 5,000,000 not ac-
counted for,

The growth of the various d:nomina-
tions during the decade 1880-1890 indicates
& healthy religious progress. Awmongst the
larger denominations the aggregate increase
is 42 per cent. of the population. A mongst
the Roman Catholics it is said to be about
30 per cent. Here are som> of the figuves,
including communicants only :

1880, 1890.  INCRRASE,
Baptists (3 bodies) 2,296,327 8,429,080 1,132,753
Moatbodist Episcopal 1,707,413 2,240,354 532,041
Meth. KEpis, (South) 830,000 1,209,976 379,976
Methodist (nther) 987,278 1,138,951 151,676
Lutheran 693,418 1,231,072 537,654
Presbyterian (North) 573,590 784221 214,625
Congregational 384,332 S12,771 0 128,439
Disciples of Christ 330,000 641,051 291,051
Protestant Kpiscopal 343,158 532,054 18,896
Roman Catholic 6,307,330 8,277,039 1,909,709

The insignificant numbers of some of
the denominations renders it very surpris-
ing tha* they should continue to exist at all.
The Friends of the Temple number 340
communicants. The Harmony Society,
250. The Ssparatists, 200. The Roformed
Pcesbyterian Covenanted, 37. New Icar-
ians, 21, and so on. There are twenty-
seven denominations, each of which has
less than 1,000 communicants.
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Tois tendency to endless division is the
outcome of individualism in religion push-
ed to extremes. Freedom is undoubtedly
good, but it is not always easy to distin-
guish it from license. If self-sacrifice in
the individual be a cardinal principle of
Christianity, it would probably praove an
excellent thing in corporations. Certainly
its exercise would have prevented many a
division, and might, even yet, re-unite bod-
ies divided on some non-essential points of
faith. Individualism, as a philosophy, is
doomed, and the great tide of opinion is
surely rising in favor of unity. The ele-
ments of which this movement is composed,
are a growing disposition to diffar without
dividing, to recognizs the inevitableness of
divergeness in matters of faith, and the im-
portance of unity of action, the growing
distaste for an excessive dogmatism in re-
ligion, and a desire to turn to the true sim-
plicity of the Gosp:l of Christ, the Father-
hood of God, and the brotherhood of man,
in Jesus Christ, grasped and realiz:d
through the power of the Hboly S)irit.

The diffizulties in the way of uniting
even the divisions within ona family of
religions, e, g., Presbyterianism, assure us
that union is not to be accomplished in a
day, or a yoar. But when public opinion
is ripe, events move rapidly, and scarcely

a day paigses bat sffords evidence that

this ripening process is steadily progress-
ing. The American Church History S:r-
ies is a point in case, for it is a united ef-
fort of the leading denominitions and
could only succeed as such. The study of
the origines of the religious forces of
America and their subsequent history is
likely to remove som» misconceptions, to
dispel some prejudices, and to demonstrate
the operation of the Spirit in them all,

HERBERT SYMONDS.
Ashburnham.
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THE REVOLUTION IN BRAZIL.

The Paiz and Lempo are still bubbling
over at the projocted landing of foreign
forces on Brazilian soil. They sesm to ut-
terly ignore the fact that such a step would
only be taken in case of extreme necessity.
Such a case would have arisen had the
bombardment of Saptember 30th resulted
in the taking of Santa Cruz. Had the fort
fallen, the resignation or overthrow of
Floriano, parhaps acceleratel by a simul-
taneous revolt of the troops, would have
followed as a natural sequence of affairs. If
this had happened, the city would in all
probability have been a theatre of sack,
pillage and horror,until Mello and hissailors
eould haveestablished order and government
again, and that would have taken at least
twenty-four hours of hard work, and, very
likely, fighting. ‘

The army, especially of Brazil, is com-
posed of the very worst class of men to be
found in the country, and, however unflit-
tering it may be to say so, there is no reason
to hope, in the light of past experience of
South Amo2rica revolutions, that a violens
overthrow of the constituted power, such as
wag imminent on Saturday, would have
been unaccompanied by the wildest disorder
and looting. We may thank our stars that
87 many foreign warships are in port, ready
t> land men in case the necessity arrises—
and it will, or the signs are not read aright,.
The great numbers of workmen at the
docks, composed of the scum of all nations
—men not accustomed to obsy moral law
unless backed by the strong arm of power




