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have thought, self-imposed, it would not be
surprising should the government and people of
a future day refuse to lie under the pressure of
the dead hand. Such deals as the onein ques-
tion present a very serious problem for future
solution.

Now that the full text of the Irish Home
Rule Bill is published, :urprise is expressed in
some quarters at the very effective provision it
makes for maintaining the supremacy of the
British Parliament. But so far as we areaware
this Imperial supremacy has always been de-
clared by the Gladstone party to be a sine qua
non of any possible measure for giv ng local
self-government to Ireland. The cry of ‘¢ sep-
arat’on,” ‘‘ dismembermeunt,”’ etc., has been an
effective weapon for the opponents of the
movement, and in many cases has no doubt
been honestly employed. There is, too, al-
ways room for argument in support of the view
that any form of home-rule is sure to be used
as the entering of the wedge by which complete
separation will sooner or later be attempted, if
not actually attained.. But the demand for
snything approaching to actyal ir dependence
has never been made, save by a very few of the
more rabid Irish extrem sts. To every one
possessing a modicum of statesmanship it has
always been evident that the existence of a
virtually independent Ireland, side by side
with Great Britain, is a political impossibility,
and that any attempt to carry out such an ar-
rangement would almost inev tably result in a
a re-conquest at no distant day. It is possible
that the hope of a reconciled, loyal, and pros-
perous Ireland as an integral part of the
British Empire may prove in practice to be
but the impossible dream of enthusiasts, but it
is only fair that those wio have so long
cherished it and are now seeking its realization

~ in & Home Rule Bill should have credit of

honesty of intention and purpose, of which the

. Gladstone Bill gives soclear internal evidence.

It is, we confess, not a little difficult to
harmonize with the foregoing view the fact
that in the first Home-Rule Bill no provision
was made for continuing Irish representation

in the Imperial Parliament, and the further

fact that some friends of Home Rule still ob-
ject to the presence of Irish members at West-
minister. How it could be : er ously hoped to
retain Ireland as a part of the kingdom, and
Irishmen as loyal subjects, contributing to the
Imperial treasury while having no voice in the
disposal of the money, or in determining the

_policy of the Ewmpire, is one of the things

which we have never been able to understand.
If the present legislative union is to be modi-
fiedat thedemand of thediscontented Irish upon
whom it was forced in less happy days, the
choice must evidently be between separation
and some form of federation. The proposed
Home-Ruleis virtuallyascheme foreffecting the
latter. There are undoubteily great practical
difficulties in drawing the line between matters
strictly Imperial, upon which the Irish mem-
bers will have the same right to vote as other
citigens of the Empire, and those which affect
only England or Scotland, or both, but the
principle is perfectly clear. On the same
principle, it is true, Scotland has a right to ob-
jeet, and does sometimes object to the interpo-
sition of the votes of English mem!ers in mat-
ters purely Scottish. Should the Irish scheme

be adopted and work well, the solution of the
whole question of local legislation will probably
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be found, at no distant day, in the extension
of the federal system to the other members of
the kingdom.

In answer to questions by Mr. Laurier, the
Minister of Finance the other day informed
the House that the Canadian treaty with
France has been signed by representatives of
the two Governments, but that our own Gov-
ernment is not yet prepared to give definite
information touching its contents. Is not
this a little singular, not to say ominous? It
is not to be supposed, surely, that the Cana-
dian Government can have authorized any
representative to sign a treaty of whose con-
tents it has not definite knowledge. Com-
mercial treaties, though symetimes necessary,
in consequence of the narrow policy of pro-
tectionist governments, are but imperfect
devices for the furtherance of that interna-
tional commerce which should be free as the
winds of heaven, as a beneficent providence
evidently designed it to be. In any case it is
easy to pay too dear for them, especially when
the equivalent to be received is not free
admission of even the specified goods, but
only admission on the lower scale of a high
tariff. 1If it be true that Canada engages to
give France the benefit of a * a most favoured
nation” clause, the forthcoming document
will need to be very carefully scanned by

Parliament in order to see what are the *

advantages to be received in return for thus
tying the hands, not only of the present, but
of future governments, in case of an oppor-
tunity to effect a large reciprocity arrange-
ment with the only nation which has great
advantages to offer in return for special
treatment.

Dark are the ways of European statesimnen
and upcertain the issues of European politics.
Some such reflection must force itself upon the
mind of any one who surveys the field of old-
world diplomacy at the present juncture.
While the German Emperor and his Chancellor
are straining every nerve to secure the passage
of the Army Bill, on the ground thht it is
necessary in order to make the combined forces
of the triple alliance more nearly a match for
the combined armies of France and Russia,
they are, on the other hand, apparently spar.
ing no blandishments with a view to bring
about a good understanding with Russia her-
self. Then, according to an influential Rus-
sian journal, Russia, on her part, is not with-
out good hope of being able to secure the
frienciship of Austria, though the armies as
well as the Governments of the two nations
are now glaring at each other across the in-
ternational boundary. ‘‘ Russia has always
believed,” says the journal referred to, the
¢ Svet ” (World), *‘ that the friendskip of Aus-
tria is not altogether lost to her.” The many
mutations in Austria’s alliances within the last
eighty years are enumerated as affording
ground for the belief that she may once more
change sides. ‘‘ Should the Magyars persist
in their arrogant course towards the dynasty,
Austria may find it more advantageous for her
own safety to join the Russo-Freunch alliance.”
But the Russo-French alliance itself is evi-
dently too loose and superficial, and the nations
and Governments are too unlike in character
and aims, to afford any very good proepect of
stability or permanency. Italy, in her
turn, is on the verge of bankruptey and may
be compel'ed to forsake the triple alliance at
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