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CURRENT
COMMENT

Last Sundev the Rev. J. R Sil-
cox, a well known Cougregational,
inister of this city, delivered a
1903." !

Sermon on “The Graves of
He has been handling this grave

Subject at least twenty years ini
Succession, as we gather from thei
“Twenty Years Ago” |
This affords him an:

Free Press
department.
annual  opportunity to air his
views on the prominent persons

Who are annually translated to the:

e
discourse of this kind may not be
distinctly apostolic or evangelical,
but when a preacher has no divine’
deliver, he naturally!

Tealm of everlasting realities.

Imessage to
falls back on the human race, be-
Cause he knows more about it than
about God and His wavs. Besides,
most Protestant sensational

Preachers are always on the look-!

out for some new revelation. The
fI'agmentary view they have of
the one and only true revelation
does not satisfy their untrained
minds. So they eagerly grasp at
any further fragments of truth re-
flected in the lives of great men.

That this Mr. Silcox’s dis-

is

Position may be seen [rom his own

Words as reported by the Free
Press of last Monday.

i inspir-! S ~
“Nothing could be more insp phenomernon that it is worth study-,

ing than the study of the great

men and women of the past with

whose names is linked all revela-
tions. Great movements of earth
have been the resultant of the

Powers of strong personalities.

The greatest teachers have been |

men and women who have ein-

bodied in themselves some great
truth of purpose.”

There is, of course a sense in
Which the above paragraph may be
Interpreted as true. Nothing, for
Instance, could be more inspiring
than the study of such great men,
and  women as Noah, Abraham,
Deborah, Judith, Peter, Paul, John
the Baptist, John the Evangelist,

ary the Mother of God, not to
SPeak of the Divine Man, Jesus our

aviour, ‘“with whose names is’’
truly “linked all revelation.” But
L Silcox  evidently means to be
Mmore comprehensive than we are.
€ evidently attributes some vague
Sort of revelation to all men and
W‘Omen of all times and places, pro-

Vided they have made a stir in the
World,

sent, to whom God and
future was ‘‘unknowable,”” the
other devoted to ‘‘the life that is
to come,” the two seemed to be

Both were pure in life, zealous for

the world, both were apostles of
high ideals, living up to the high-
est in them. Both displayed un-
exampled consecration to their
ideals, sell-denial and sacrifice.
With regard to the {future the
preacher doubted not it would be
the same for both, for though all
was mystery for OSpencer, he
dared believe that if he found not
faith in  God here, he would be-
yond the veil which he has pas-
sed.”

What a comfort it must be to
TLeo XIII. to know that Mr. Silcox
inclines to a hopeful view of his
last end! As for Herbert Spencer,
he probably needs all the scraps of
comfort he can pick up, and he is
welcome to them. But how extra-
ordinarily lop-sided must be the
mind of a professedly  Christian
‘preacher who can draw up a hope-
ful, and to some extent plausible,
parallel betwcen a saintly Christian
hero altogether devoted to God.
and Godly things, and a system-
atic antagonist of God and Godly
things.

\
! So curious is this psychological
‘ing in detail. *‘One a Scientist.”
This is, to say the least, inaccurate.
‘Herbert Spencer never made any
‘original researches in science. He
‘took all his science second-hand
and idealized it. He was essentially
a plilosopher, nol o sucaust. Zle
built his entire system of philoso-‘
iphy on the unproved and unprov-
able theory of universal evolution.
Had he been a real scientist, he
would have made sure of his founda-
tion, he would have sifted the facts
more thoroughly. Thus Mr. Silcox's
parallel begins with a divergence
from facts and all students of
lgeometry know that lines that be-
‘gin by diverging are not parallel.
{“One wedded to nature, the other
{to the Church.”” This implies that
‘Leo XIII. could see nothing out-
'side the Church. Yet we quoted
in these columns not long ago the
testimonv of Rev. Charles Star-

r

'buck, a Protestant Theologian, to |

the effect that one of the most re-
,markable features of I.eo NIIl's.

life work was his sympathy with

the

the very antipodes of each other.’

the welfare of man, for peace in.

have the dreams of
cer.

““One devoted to the records of
the past.”” This is precisely what
Herbert Spencer was not.
“‘records of the past’ mean either

geology or history. Now geology .
is the most redoubtable of all the |
antagonists of evolution, because of -

the rarity of its transitional forms.
And, as to history, Herbert Spen-
cer's belief in  the constant and
mevitable moral progress
human race flies in the face of
numberless historical facts. He
knew nothing of the moral history

of the world because he knew noth-

ing of its moral nerve-centre, the
Church of God, which has existed,
ramong  the posscssors of true re-
velation, from the days of Adam
and Fve.  Herbert Spencer took
his historical data when and where

they suited his theory, and shut.

his cyes on the other and vastly
more important historical data

“Both were pure in life . . . living
up to the highest in them."” Well,
nohodyv knows anvthing of Herbert
Spencer's inner life. He was pro-
bably a quiet, good sort of man,
living by himsell, exposed to few
itemptations, buried in his bhooks,

‘spinning and weaving svstems for

'fifty yvears in the seclusion of his
cabinet. As to ‘‘self-demial and
sacrifice,” we fail to see wherein he
‘practised them. He was comfort-
ably well off. He had none of the
‘cares of government in a necessari-
ly complex system as Leo had all
life. He had no worries of

far less serious contradiction than
Herbert Spen-,

The

of the:

3

Persons and Facts ‘the interests of the choir. She cer-

jtainly deserves the hearty thanks
lof every member of the congrega-

Our sincere condolence is extend- tion. For the first time Mr. Lyons
¢d to Mr. G. W. Donald in his Was heard at the offertory in an
great bereavement, his young and ‘‘Ave Maria.”. His rendering of it
beautiful wife having fallen a victim Was very fine indeed, and was much
.to diphtheria last week. -appreciated by those {fortunate
| enough to hear him. Mr. Lyons

It is to be hoped that those who 11as an excellent voice that shows
attended the pedro tournament be-| careful training; he has been in Re-
tween the Catholic Club and Young gIna for some months past and is
‘Conservatives at the rooms of the ¢mployed in the city post office. He
former, on Tuesday evening showed comes to us from the ‘Land of
theit  good taste by appreciatingjE"angelme-” We have during the
the cofiee and sandwiches which Past year had quite a few arrivals
were served to them during the | {rom  those shores washed by
contest. The coflee was made bytthe.great Atlantic, and here, in our
Mr. Wm. Jordan, who claims the Prairie capital, as they generally
Canadian  championship in that 90 clsewhere, they have proved
'line, and he labeled it his Standardftheir ability to hold their own and

Brand. The sandwiches were the 40 credit to the land immortalized
result of the combined labor of bY Longfellow. _
Messts. Dr. Raleigh, and Mr. J, Rev. Father Kasper, 0. M. I.,

Gladners and made a feast fit for Spent Sunday in Moose Jaw, and
the gods. |Rev. Father Kim, 0.M.I., spent
amusing  spectacle for their re-|Sunday in Rouleau.

spective wives to have witnessed - GENA MacFARLANE,
itheir frantic efforts in the cuisine | Re€gina, Jan.. 18.

department.

It would have heen an

Home Column.

It 1s rumored that the “Immacu-
late Conception Girls' are going to
give a partyv at which they intend
inviting a great number of the St. |

“Mary's young men, as this is Leap|,, . .
Year, it would be advisable for the | My little world is very small,

| . .
'young ladies of St. Mary’s Church | Scarce :ﬁffh your motice Sir, at
i )

to take the necessary precautions | The mother said
b

to protect their lawful property. My good, kind husband, as you see

" L And th i
The greatest item of news this nd t (;(s;:eethree children at my
]

'week apart from the war talk be- r . . i
;tween Japan and Russia, is that WhOFLOrOI(;ahO fr::dtrustmgly
.the gentleman who wanders around y '

CONTENTMENT.

“his
idailv converse with all sorts and’

the Catholic Club under the name

rconditioins we ieir as Leo hod. Hefof “The Man from Glengarry has

had no solicitude ¢f the charches, removed the ornament which had

no heart-burnings over eternal in-
terests at stake all over the world.
;It was supremely easy for Herbert
iSpencer to lead an outwardly pure
Jdife. But to compare him in this
Tespect to one whose whole life was
consecrated to arduous and ever
varying duties, and who ‘“‘wore the
white flower of a blameless life, be-
fore a thousand peering littlenesses,
in  that fierce light which beats
upon a throne,” and that throne
more open to the public than any
other, is like comparing the inno-
cence of an infant to that of the
veteran Sir Galahad.

Almost  the onlv truth in Mr.
Silcox's parallel is that Leo and
1 Spencer were “the verv antipodes

been decorating his upper lip from
youth. He now wears an extreme-
|ly guilty expression. It is wmot
'known what action the Catholic |
!Club will take in this matter, but
the ‘‘knowing ones'” say that there
will be ‘‘something doing,” as it
is understood he did not consult
this great body before taking the
extraordinary step.

Clerical News.

Rev. Father Bouillon, of Oak
jLake, was here this week, a guest |
cof the Fathers of St. Bonifuce
tCollege.

For their sweet sakes, who love me
: so,
I keep the firelight in a glow
In our dear home.
That, though the tempest roar
outside,
And fiercely beaten far and wide,
The cheery hlaze may serve to
guide
Dear feet that roam.

And as the weary kettle hoils
We welcome him who daily toils
For us each day.
Of true love kisses full a score
He gets, I'm certain, if not more
When fond ones meet him at the
door
At twilight grey.

“Ah, seel we are not rich or great,
The owners of a rich estate,”

‘of each other.” Why then compare‘| Rev. Father Robillard, 0.M.1., is - i“le mv()thor said.
them except by wav of contrast? Spending a  few days with the: uCt we have better fa; th"”fl gold,
ing classes of all creeds, with the:T(wards the end of his para‘lel‘iomﬂte Fathers of St, Mary’s. "\sr(;:ltlm:fnlw::‘qagn?tamlntt:fol((l)ld’
untijy embodied in some human ad\'e}ncement of human society in‘sk'etch, I\Tf. Silcox S(‘CU“IS to ge‘t 21 Rev. Fatl Proul . o With ?lm'l\'( hbreadf” '
Soy] » That is a stranee assertion‘an its phases, .\\'lth every dcpart-%ghmpsc of t,he‘t‘ruth.‘\\f‘h‘en.he sa_\'sjbo k‘.] . dl 1er Tou x,‘ S. -
O 2 man who mai' l;e §upposed to jment of real science. In f'(u.'t Mr. 'that Herbe‘rt Slpenc(»r.S phl]OS()phy%% o ;(' (o] ect.u4re next Sund
belieye Moses whe}n he‘ savs that i Silcox himself, fur'ther on implies made relxglon]1m1)0551b]e, left no >t Jean Baptiste. »
“Our God o is 2 God>of‘trﬂth"‘the contrary of heing “wedd.ed to|place ior r(‘*\'é‘:i‘{tl()n. no place for: Rev. B " ' |

eut, wn %4) 'T(ruth is His very the Church” as contrast»c;d with be-: Jesus Christ. How. then, Cani]: -(\‘. ather O Dw_y.er, ‘ 0. M. I’,’
®Ssence ) YIn”Hi'-m is all ;rtlth not ing “‘wedded to nat/ure‘ whe‘n he  Spencer have been honest, he that}'d}t!bun“day preached in St. Mary’s | QOpe
8 adow.y but most deﬁnite’ and . Savs that “both" (Leo and Spen- pposed to have been “devo*tedj'd"[’(‘.r ‘vesper,s:, a remarkable sermon
Clear, ;f,he shadowiness comes jn Cer) '‘were zeal(ms' for the Welf"‘?l’el “agamst the infidelity of the age.

N men strive to grasp the truthzof man, for peace in the world. § ‘ ‘ N !

From these contradictions we .

and ) : i

ay hold only of its broken re- _ \ 'S ’
ion \ iusti in ; axi yas ‘Investi- [turn with pleasure to Mr. Silcox’s

€Ctions, Hence we are justified in; ‘‘One whose maxim was ‘Investi I

Teverg; Y - y s ohe -.gate and Think.” Was it? Read estimate of the late Pope.

ng a;tl}:irjig' S;l(;o:aii;;gh';:::}?s épencer and judge .for yourself. He} _ ¥Enlarging uponhthc_- w]({)nderf.lzll
are shadowy ,’ch:ngs when embodied does all the investigating and {vi]li life of Pope Leo, the Z})ﬁi&‘ ;:r](sia.l
X Some human soul that does mnot' the thinking for you. He is very! that the Ponuft had\ peen e hl'n
3Pprehenq the whole truth as it is:fond of asserting dogma.tlcally as, and aﬂ'e(txog by his
m Goq first principles propositions that) and in esteem and

‘everything good outside the Church
with the betterment of the wotk-

Full of this idea he proceeds to-
Say: “Truths were shadowy things.

J., is;
ay at!

A HEAVEN OF SANCTIFIED
WOMEN.

i ol the speditic rights  of
woman s, through the grace of
‘God, finally 10 reach Heaven. o,
what & multitnde of women in
Heaven! Mary, Queen of Heaven is
there; St. Klizabeth in Heaven, St.,
Anne in Heaven, St. Monica in
Mary’s A]taercavcn; and hesides these saints,
d to celebrate ' a great manyv others who have
ay on Monday, ‘never bheen heard of on earth, or
aving  a tea and known but little, have gone into
All arrangements rest and peace of Heaven. What a

18 su
to,the records of the past?”

Regina Notes.

The ladies of St,
iSociety, have decide
. St. Valentine’s D
February 15, by h
‘entertainment.

reverence
own church

stand sorely in need of proof, fori veneration by the eptire world. have been made and as the ladies irest! What a change it will be,

Th Sleax  whi - instance his axiom that feeling and| A blameless life, singular con--are determined to make the affair from small rooms, worrving to
.~1¢ Rev. J. B. Silcox, while re-: . i . - himself a grand ; i -

vleWing the Hves of manv promi_}thought are  substantiallv  the; secration. keeping imse un-|a gran S.uCC.eSS, we feel satisfied make “hoth ends meet” and aching

Reng Men who died during the p.lst}same. In his works there ure;‘ spotted frm_n the world, no one|the appreciative public will do the sides and worn out eyes to the

year, devoted his attengtion morefscores, not to say hundreds, of| in whom the absolute power was |rest. [“Home of many Mansions.” No

A blizzard, of unusual

Partj, ¢ fundamental propositions which the! vested exervised a more benefi-!
ularly to the late Pope leo) | has been blowing here sinc

XIII,, and to Herbert Spencet. e entire Catholic world challenges in] cent influence over Sot v:i‘de a
Quote from the Free Press. (vain for the semblance of a proof-[ .ﬁe]d. Everyv department of Worl.d
”Looking in retrospect at the;On the other h.and Leo XIII., 9f' mterest. felt the power of his
8reat ymen Spencer and Po,pe?“'hom Mr. Sllcoy.( says that his| personal}ty, .whose counse.IS were |
0, the Pr’eacher was inclined to ! maxim was “Bgl1e\’e and Otfey,"{ f‘?rmEd m W’.Sdom an(.l with jus-
2 hopeful view of their lives in never claims bel{ef and. obedience tu;e and charity. He,. M common
© Passing. Comparing the two Wwithout — adducing =~ irrefutable) with great persomalities of the
N, one a scientist, the other aireasons for that thef and.obedl- past, belonged to Protestavnqum
eQClesiasty one weddéd to nature, ence. His encyclicals on llber't)_r, as W‘fll as Roman Catholicism,
€ other to the Church: one |the conditions of labqr, civil| and his life was a worthy s_tudy
Whose maxim was "‘Inves{:igate‘gO"er“ment and other Soclllal quelsd- for all. The Rev.flg‘lr. leco’x
04 think» the other's “Believe | tions have been b‘;fgcfle t;i::k:;gra traced the growth of the Pope’s

severily, more weary night-vigils, no more
e Satur- endless rounds or sweeping, dust-
day noon and Sunday was really .ing, baking, making. An end for-
the stormiest day for many years. ever to the great sorrows which
‘At High Mass at 11 o’clock cele-jbow the shoulders and whiten the
.brated by Rev. Father Suffa, 0.M. ‘hair. Anp eternal farewell to the
I, there was quite a large con- ‘petty cares that carve the wrinkles
gregation and one forgot the blind- across cheek and brow. Plenty of
ing storm and deep snowdrifts when comfort, plenty of love, plenty of
listening to the dear Rev. Father's kind words at last. Heaven for.
eloquent sermon. “The music ren—?aching heads: Heaven for broken
dered by the choir was excellent.;heartS; Heaven for anguish-bitten,
Miss Stubbings is ever in her place |frames. No more weary Watching'

2J Obey;” one devoted to the|of investigators spiritual power from Leo 1, called |at the organ, and Teally she is in- for the last breath that takes the.
(o . .

records of the past, to the dili-|good many years, and We venture| ‘the great.” defatigable in her efforts to further {loved form from you forever. Na,

Bent study of mature in the pre- to say that they have met with




