
THE BIBLE~: ITS NATURE~,

the inanner in wliich, throughi the determinate counleils
of God, ail former history prepared for the full revelation
of God's will in Jesus. The history of Gentiles as well
as of Jews unconsciotnsly converged fo this end. H-ow-
ever learned, imaginative, wise, or powerfuil other nations,
like the Greeks and Rtomans, rnighit be, and by these quai-
ities I)reparel the globe, when christianized, to receive in
due tirne. the arts and sciences, to add to the comiforts and
virtiies of domnestic life;5 to the Jewish nation wvas reserved
the gift of cherishing a spirit of heartfelt piety. They
alone, of ail nations, had ail their writings penetratcd
with the persuasion of one suprerne being, at ail times
present, always caring for his creatures,.and by whom every
event takes place. Tie Jews ascribe, and justly so, cvery
event to God's power and goodness. They betray no
symptomn of atheisin by r-naking a distinction between
events natural and supernatural. Allthings are and were
of G od: ail are imibued with His spirit; ail takes place at
lEs command. Ho>ve Vicions, ignorant, and head-
strongf, the Jewishi nation often proved thernselves, they ai-
ways possessed prophets and heroes impressed deepiy with
God's spirit, who recalled them back to his worship, and
continually rcvived a devout spirit within them. They
reinindect themn too frorn time to time of tbe eariy promise
tha.t therc would hereafter corne some inightier agent of
G od's will, linto whorn they should heaiken.

* h is true that sorne degree of civilization mnust precede a true reccp-
tion of ii glad tidings brouglit by Christ,-arid so (hi- did Roman and
Grecian Arts zand Seiences prepare the way for Christianity. But it is
ikiewise true, as here obsei-ved, that the world must be christianized
beibore aiiyt.liing like a gcnuine civilization can takze place. The spirit
ofihie gospel cati alone banlishi war, drunkenness, and other vices ftom.
society ; and flot tilt then-not titi the spir-it of christian love is shed
abroad throughout the world-wiI. ail the blessings couferred by the arts
of mnusic, painting, and.sculpture, or iîy the î'ariotis philosophicatl sciences,
bc 1iXîfly cnjoyed.


