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lis boee tlîat w orking nt the bout-hammer, at
the blaolcsmitb's anvil, -had been the means cf

st1rengîhiening hie constitution and saving bis lire.
SoIme particulairs9 cf Jex's early history are given
in Youiug's " General View cf the Agriculture cf
the County of Norfolk." WVe sub.join the fcllowing
extract, written about the year 1802. Il Under the
head implemiente, I muet net conclude without
mentioning a ponton cf most extraordinitry nme-
chanic-al taîlents. Mr. Jex, a young blacksmith at
Billingford, at sixteen years o? age, having lîeard
that thore 'vas snob a machine as a way-measurer,
ho refiected by wý a- machinery thîe resuit could be
produced, and set te wo rk to centrive cne; the
whole was bis own inventio)n. It was doue as nuighit
bo expected, in a rou tidabout way, a motion toc
occelerated, corrected by additional veels but
throughout the oomplicity sncb accurate calcula-
tions ivere the basis cf bis work, that when fiuîislied
and triod it wae perfectly correct witlîout alteration.
Ilis inventive talents are unquestionable. Ile bas
made a niachine for cutting wûteh pinionns, a depth-
ening tool, a machine for cntring ind fiuishîng
watch-wheel teeth, cf bis own invention , a clock.
barrel anid fusee engine muade without ever Feeing
anything cf the kind. Ile nuado a clock, the teeth
cf the wlîeels out 'witb a liack saw, and the balance
with a haîf round file. Ile lias made an electric
niuacluine and apower-ful horee-shoe m;ignot. Upon
being shown by Mr. Munnia"e a conîumon barrow-
drill, the delivery by a notc'bed cjrlinder, ho ini-
vented and wrcught an absoltoly ncw delivery ;
a brase cylinder, with boles baving movenble plugs
governed by springs which clears the loles or cup.e,
tlîrcwing eut thîe seed of any size with great accu-
racy ; and, net liking the application cf the epritige
on the outside cf the cylirîder, reversed the vhole,
and in a second, now miaking, placed themn most
ingeniously within it." Shortly aftor Young'o
notice cf him was written, Jex rcnîoved te Letlier-
ingsett, near Holt, where he worked as a cominen
blacksimith tili v'idiin the last thirty years. Since
that timo hoe bas employed woi'kmen in the prao-
tical part cf hie business, but hoe continued tili hi8
decease te live in the house adjoining theo black-
emith's 6hop. The first watch over constructed by
Jox wae made after ho had settied at Lotthoringsett,
for bis friend the Rev. T. Mungs, cf Gorg!et, inear
Derebam., Evcry part qi t/ds watcli, indu#di;ng the
3ilver face, and e-veryitonl emplo * yed in ils constlruct ion,
wvere of Jex's on mcrkiîîg. One cf the groatest
efforts of Jox's inventive powere w.as the con struc-
tien cf a gold chronometer, vritb what is technically
termed a Il delaclied escapemnent " and cemponsating
balance, which -was made long befoe hoe ever saw
or heard o? thne Il detaclied escapemeni "-the prinici-
pie cf whicb bas since been so successfülly applied
by Arnold and Earnslîaw. Jex turned the jewels
himiself, made the cases, the chain, the mainspring,
and indeed every part cf the watch, except tho dial.
The, very instruments with which ho executed thie
wonderful pieceof mochanism wvere cf hisown wcrk-
manehip. Itis onlyby watchmakers themelves that
this triumph cf ekili cau bo adequately appreciated.
They kucw that ne single man is ever employed te
mrake' a complote chronometer, but that different
-parts cf the mnechanism are entrueted to different
hande, and that many are employod upon a single

watch. This watoh is now in the possession cf

Mr. Blakely, of Norwich. Snob was Jex's thir8t
for information and suob was bis resolution te
elear away every obstacle *bichi impeded bis pro-
gress, tliat, wishing to rend snme French works on
Horology, lie mastered, unassisicd, the French lan-
guage, whien about sixty years of age 1 He thon
read the books ini question, but found thiit they
coatained jnething, which wu. new to him, lie hav-
ing becouie thoroughlY acquainted with rte 8uiject
hy provious study of Englishi authars. Another of
Jex'e invention!s was a Iatlie o? extraordinary
powesr and ingenuity, 'whieh remained in bie pos-
session until bis death. By mene of this lathe,
ho was enabled te out the teeth of wheels mathe-
matically correct into any number even or odd, up)
to 2,000,1 bv means of a~ dividîng plate. le also
constructedf a latho on a minute scale for turning
diamonds ; which i8 very coniplioated in its struc-
ture. H1e likowi8e invonted an airtight tfîrnace
door for hie own greenhoîiqe, so const.ructed tlîat
the fire would keep liglhted from Saturday night
t'il Mondniy morning, thus obviating the necesty
of attending to it on Sunday. About ton year8 ago
ho invented a method of opening green-house win-
dowe to any required widtlî, and so faîstened that the
ivind lias ne power over them. Jex was alse an
iron and brase founder, a glass-blower, a maker of
niatheniatical instruments, barometert;, thermomie-
tors, gîîn barrels, air gons, &c. Jex understood
electrici ty, galvanism, electro-niagnetism, &oand
had a thorough knowledge of chemistry as far as
the metals are concerned. Amongst othler scones,
Jez understood astronomy, and couldl calculate the
time by the fixed stars, In taking aitronomical.
observations, hoe was accustomed, to inake use of

ies own door-poste and a chimney opposite. lHe
made telescopes aud metcdlic refteclers, wbich are
univer8ally acknowled>ged to ho extreinoly difficuit
of construction. He was naturally a timid man,
and his disposition w~as shy and retiring ; but wben-
ever hoe met with anycue whose taete8 ivere similar
to hie own, hie would converse for hours with the
greatest deliglit on any subject connected with the
arts and sciences. 11e was a man of the stricteet
integrity, and cf uninîpeachable veracity. Ho wes
entir1lj destitute cf the love cf money, and- scught
out truth fer ils own sa/ce, and with no vievr t:i uny
personal gain. Such an example is rare indced in
this% graeping and selfish age. Hie wae kind in hiti
manner to the poor, and rarely sent a m'i d*caýn t
away without relief. ln 1845, Jox had a stroke
of paralysis, from the effects cf which ho nover
erîtireil recovered. His intellect gradually lu8t
niuch of its original power, and the last year or
two especially a very marked alteration was per-
ceptible. île was again attacked with paral.yBs in
November last-and his*deitth teck place the 5th
cf January. Hie romains are interred in Lether-
ingsett chu rchyard.-.Mw/rb/k News.

An editor in Alabzima lîaving read an article in
H-all'ti Journal cf LIeaIt, ailvisilig tliat huibnnd
and wife should eleep in separato recrus, says
"Dr. Hall can sleop whon and where hoe choosos,
but for himself, hoe intends to sleep where hoe Oa
dafend bis %vifé agart.s thp rats and ail other noc-
turnal foos as long as lie bas gôt one to defeiit."


