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question as distinet fronm the rest, this
statenient will not fairly applv. And
the probleimi seems to squarel u divide
itself into the following propositiolis

I. Co-operation for Comumercial
purposes.

II. Combinuation for mutual defence.
111. Consolidation of our 1 oitical

colllection.
One of thiese division0îs muîaV

be obtained w-ithout the ohr
Tiinay, and I believe w-ill, bring
a.bout chanles which vould enable
the Colonies to take Part in imperial
defence as a return for iliperial pro-
tection and to share, as a consequenice,
in the government of the Empire : but
at present tins would iot b e practi-
cable and depeIlds in fact ipoin the
al important question of the develop-
ment of Colonial prosperity thirough
a true iperial trade policy to such a
degree as would enable us to take our
(lue share in the responsibilities of
the Empire. There is no use shirkiig
this issue. Preferential duties can be
obtaiied, ai, as the T Sd said in
its recent famnous editorial, England
vill be willing to face a siall fiscal

loss (froi a free trade standpoinit),
for a great politicai gain. But we
muust do oui share, and, under such
circunstances, could well atiod to de
so. If Great Britain places a siitall
duty upon foreign products whicih
comipete with the Colonial or British
articles in her mnarket we iust ie
prepared, for the sake of so great a
boon, to not onilv lower our duties
lpoi British go>ds in Canîada and
throughout all the states of the Emt-
pire but to set aside a specified
portion of oui yearly revenues as a
contribution to the naval defence of
British interests. This is taxation
for Jimperial purposes, thougli not by
Imnperial authorities, and will deian'd
representation in controlling its dis-
posal and use. Consequently a stand-
ing Imiperial council will have to 1be
selected, presumnably by the govern-
nients of the various states of the
Empire, to direct the management of

the sus contribluted and guide by
their advice in a greater or less
de.gree the foreignl policy which
uight require the final arbitraiment
of war. '['Tis wouldl b)e Imperial
Federation.

And the quickest aid best mneans
of ob tainling this desired end is
thiriugh an appeal to the coîtmmercial
imistinets ald interests of the greatest
trading people on the face of the
Ilobe. As Lord Saliburv lately said
The cause of Protection does not

smnk, it rises. h'lie recent elections in
the United States have shown-u that
the sliglt reaction againîst Protection
has spent its force." And now the
Prenier of Grat Britainl proposes to
act upoi the defenîsive. Wlether he
succeeds im the comilng contest or lot,
the platformn of the Conservative
partv of England is practically that
of the United Empire Trade League,
an1(d the future is dimily foreshadowed
in thtose words of Sir Michaeli Hicks-
Beach at Bristol, on Januarv 6th last
stating that the turn of events "might
iivolve the consideration by the new
House of Couiuons of the imost imt-
portanit aid grave economical prob-
leiis.' Precede this utterance by
Lord Salisbury's deliberate statenient
that " Preferential duties within the
Empire do nlot constitute Protection,"
follow it with his Hasting's speech
together with the recent articles in
the TimS al elsewlere, and it is
not difficult to sec that the tide of
public opinion is trending towards a
contercial alliance witi the States of
the Empire. Opponents of the policy
point to the huge bulk of Britain's
trade and claimt that the chief portion
of it would be destroyed by the adop-
tioi of a prefereitial systemî and the
application of a smnall duty by Eng-
land upoi foreign food prodlucts.
But beneficial tratde is largely a mat-
ter» of the equitable division of profits
amonugst the masses of the people, and
at present the large importers of Lon-
(1011 constitute about the onily class
which profits by the bulk of this


