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INFANT CLASS TEACHING.

[A Paper read before the Sunday-School Asso-
ciation for the Diocese of Montreal on the
19th December, 1887. by Miss Evans.)

———

Wanted a Christian lady able to play and
lead the singing, one who can interest children
—possersed of an nnfailing stock of patience,
one who alwaya looks bright and cheerful, yet
has sufficient dignity to control the unruly.
One who in spite of provocation never gets
cross, and has snfficient strength of body and
mind to brave all weathers. Sie¢h T 'once heard
a clergyman give as his idea of a person fit to
take charge of a elass of young children, and I
thonght where will he find ruch a prodigy. I
do not thinlkt humanly speaking such an one
can be found, hut it is possible to teach an in-
fant-class succersfnlly withont pnssessing all or
even many of these very advantageous quali-
fications. Two qnalifications, however, are ne-
cersary ; and any one propnsing to take a class
shonld carofully consider theso two things :—
First and most important, are yon a Christian ?
I do not mean one in the general acceptation of
the term, but, do yon know yonreelf a8 by na-
tore and de-erts a guilty, los«t, hell deserv-
ing sinner? And do you know Jesus an
the Oxg Dran Lowp, who has died in your
stead, and bnrne tho punirhment of your sina?
Second, has Gnd called you to the work ? Per-
baps by special request to take the class, or
perhaps God shows you the need of the class ;
+here ir no ono who can, or will take it, and

you feel you ought to oo, If this i the case.
although von may possess no apparent gualifi-
oation for the work, go forward in faith, and
you will suceeed.

An infant clags is not the mraat diffienlt class
to teach ; it barita awn peculiar diffcalties; bat
what we noed i8 to nse onr God given. practiral
common ronse, and a groat many of these diffl-
cultios will dirnppoenr,

The infant class is perhaps the most impor
tant clasa in the school, capeciallvy if it 18 a
large ono; an unaatirfnetory one to the teacher.
who does not often ree the frnit of her wark ;
but if it ir faithfally done “as to the Liord.”
the promine atands suro “ Cast thy bread upon
the watera. and thou shalt find it after manv
dave” Wo may not ree the reed springing np,
but the foundation of faith, love and all true
religion may and onght {0 bo laid in this class
Tho Roman Catholic Chnrch say that, if she
have the training of the little ones, till they are
seven yeara old, then sho is sure of them; this
gshows us the importance thoy attach to early
assaciations and cur own conscinusness roiter-
ates the fact that the earliest impressions are
the strongeat. To ure our time to best advan.
tage, and to obtain the vest results, three things
olaim our special attention, and on each I de-
pire to say a few words :—1st, The schome;
2nd. The Preparation and Helps; 3rd. Class
Order.

Firat, the Schemo. This is & very important
matter, in fact the success of the class so
largely depends on the mu-ic and the Lesson
Schome, that thev reqnire very careful relec-
tion, and it is never a good plan to tie the in-
fant elass down to the eame scheme of lessons
as the senior school—though that the unity of
the rehool may be maintained the two schemes
should be as much alike as possible, and when-

aver the elder scholar’s lesson can be taught
with advantage it ought to be taken in prefer-
encre to any other.

For many reasons, hawever, it seems well to
have a special rcheme for the infant class; 1st,
the lessons lenrned by the little ones ara a'ways
the most lasting, the young minds are easily im-

pressed, and an impression once maiis einnot
entirely be eff wcod, therefore, it is wall to en-
deavor to give them a3 comprehen ive ar idea
an possible of the whnle Word of G»d ; beside-
with some children it is the ounly religious in

struction they receive; their parents never read
the Bible, they do not go to Charch; but they
are glad to send the children to school to secure
a qniet afternoon; perhaps when the little one«
grow older they leave the Sanday-school and
«pend Sanday afternoon on the mountain, the
river, or in some place of amusement; so while
we have them, let us make our lessons as inter-
esting and comprehensive as possible, that the
little ones may enjny them. and that the seet
may be sown ; for God's word shall bear fruit,
it shall not return to Him void. 2nd. You can-
not teach the children abonut a doctrine such a~
the depravity of the human heart, faith, substi:
tation, the love of Gud ; they would not under-
atand the words used, and would soon beacome
weary and tronblesome; but let us take God’s
plan when the human race was in its infancy.
He taught man by types and pictares, and now
we have His own picture stories, written by
His Spirit for onr learning ; preserved through
the ages by His will; sometimes Jews. some-
timer Gentiles, sometimes friends, sometime:
foes. being called up as custodians of thix Sacred
hook given now to us by God for our guidance;
think you He has not had care farthe avrange
ment too ? That there i8 a Divine harmony
which begins in Genesia, God with the sinles-
man in the garden of Eden, and ends in Reva-
lation, sinfal, but blood-washed forgiven man

with God in His Kingdom of Heaven. Ani
where God begins I think He means us to be-
gin too. Although the little ones cannot un-
derstand what temptation mean=, the history
f the Fall will teach them the personality ot
Satan, the fact that temptation is not sin,
that the desire was not sin, the mereeating wis
not sin, but that sin was the unbelief tha:
thought we shall notsurely die, the pride that
sajd we shall be as Gnd, and which onded
in disohedience and the breaking of God’s law.

Cain’s life will teach, how the small begin-
nings of sin if unconfessed and unpardoned lead
to utter ruin, also God’s loving kindness and
mercy to save, In the flood we have clearly
taught God's hatred of sin, His justice, Hi-
mercy, and His eternal, unchanging, faithfal-
ners. While Babel teaches the utter impossi-
bility for man to reach heaven by His own
works There is no doctrine necessary to sal
vation, which may not thus be tanght, overand
over again, out of the Biblestories, for the New
Toxtament is hid in the Old, while the O!d lies
c¢lesrly revealed in the New. Let us, therefore,
try and illustrate our lessons largely with Bible
atories. endeavoring in all things to hold up
Jeaug Christ a8 the great, the central fisruro.
nsing the Bible, the whole Bible, and a3 far as
possible nothing but the Bible.

Good pictares and a black board are great
helps, very materially lightening the teacher’s
work and often impressing what could in no
other way be taught, and in selecting a scheme
these important helpsshould not be overlooked.

Crass OrDER.

Never go to class without prayer; bo early
in class, first if possible, to welcome each child
with a smile and pleasant word. Your pres-
ence will act as a wholesome check on the
children, who, if the teacher is not present, are
apt to run riot; and order once lost is very
hard to restore. Try and get each child in front
of you, so that not only you can see them, butl
that they can see you, A little study of the
childish characteristics will soon enabie you to
place the littlo onesad vantagenusly ; sometimes
two boys placed together, will so excite each
other that the whole order and barmony of the
class will be destroyed, whereas those same
boys if well placed might be efficient helpers in
the maintenance of order and discipline. Make
your rules few and clear, but iet each child feel
that your word is law, that y-es moans yee—

sothing more and nothing less ; this once estab-
lished you have little to fear. Sometimes, how-
swver, & child will prove refractory; then.oh | be
careful, remember. the nearest way to eash

child’s beart is round by God's throne. Jesus
is at your side, and a momeunt's pause, while
vour heart cries, God nelp me. is the most pow-
erful weapon you can use. There very child-
ren whose strong wills, restless temperament
and sunny infections amiles. make their naughty
times 80 trying, will, if won for Christ, make
leaders in all good things; but to win them
you must know them, and to know them vou
must visit them in their own houses, und yon
nust know them nnt only in school. bat o1t of
school ; better smile and bow to twenty wrong
children than pass one who knows you a3
oacher.

If the children seem to he an restless yon
cannct control them, sing & hymn; thnse that
hava a simple refrain arve best. Ina hymn like
*The whole world was 1nst in the darkness of
sin; the Light of the world is Jeans" ; evory
child, even the yonngest, can jrin, and brizht
earnest wringing often proves a great safely
valve. Annther great help ia tn ask a qnestion,
and tell all to rire and answer together; if done
hy word of command, they will sonn rise in an
orderly manner and taka plensure in doing 8o,
As T said hefors, atand sn that every child ran
gaa you, and occasionally ask them to tnrn anli
lonk at you ; vou can thua sacare undivided at-
tention, or if one child &till rontinues to lnnk
away, ask some pointed poculiar question ; but
axcept as a last resort don’t speak to a ¢hild by
name, or every litile head will he turned. and
all the little brains wondering what Johnnv or
Mary is doing. Do not reprove a child before
t e whole class, exsapt in extrema caa03; walk
hame with the naurhty nne, tell him his gond
pointa; how his nanchty arcts grieve Jeans,
and please Satan. Use plain words that there
may be no misunderstanding; then ask him to
try and help vou noxt Sunday; most children
will gladly promise and will faithfully endeav-
our to keep tho promice tno. Bat if the class
is a large one, one teacher is not sufficiont, and
it is well to try and make the Infant class a
training class for yoang teachaers. which can
oncily be done by bringing snme of the elder
achnlare in A assistants; thov can each he
made reapnnsible for a small numbar of ehild-
ren, and can do various parts of the wamrk, eg.,
let the questioning on last Sundav’'s lesson be
takon by each in turn; this should alwavs be
dono before the lesson for the dav is given,
Lot ono or more take charge of the roll, which
shounld be quietly chocked, not called nver. as
the latter ylan takes ton mnch vaiuable time,
and the order islost; also let them teach the
selocted Bible verss, or hymn, not aimnly by
note but explaining as they en along ; this will
oblige them to study God's word carefully,
mnrh more &0 than if they were acholars ; so it
will be no disadvantage to a girl tn be brought
dnwn as an assistant, while we will have the ad-
v ntize of the warm first-love of our young
Christians ; thev will be a living link between
the elder head and the juvenile member.
Yung penple like to ba asked to help. and if
atarted early will work from the firat without
the disadvantace of self-conscionsneta which is
the greatest stumbling-stone (o older Christians,

Try and use short words, and occasionally
question and see if the words used ave under-
stood. Never think anything too simple, it is
best, to toach with they underatanding the child-
ren know nothing; if they do know they will
like to hear it over again, and often times they
psy most attention to those things they know
best. Ifa word is diffirult to explain, tell the
little ones a story which will shew what it
means, and choose if possible a Bible one; for
example in Mtt.v, 5 wehave the word< Blessed
are the meek; a child finds it hard to understand
what the word meek. means; kut turnto 1 Kinegs
xiii, 1-0 ~-+ shew them the prophet fromJus



