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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

scent ol the IToly Ghoat, that ehall be only
the harbirger of the baptism of all nations.”

Tx tha first number of our present volume, we
published a short accomnt of ¢ A Sabbath in
the Wilderness,” as related by the Rev. John
Todd at a Missionary Anniversary held at
Boston last spring, The Rev. Gentleman has
lately communicated the following intercsting
details of his second visit (o those destitute
mhabitants of ¢ the desert™ :—

THE SECOND VISIT,

I napnot heard from Long Lake for a whele year,
and on the return of the annual vacation which
my people kindly allow me, Tfelt an unspeak-
able desive to see them again,  About a month
aza, [ was accordingly once more penetrating the
wilderness.  Our course was fiom Lake Cham-
plain west over the most ¢ unsmooth* mountain
that [ ever passed, for about fifly miles, when we
struck the Saranac. 1lere we procured a little
boat, such a one as a man can carry on his; head
through the woods, from river to river, and from
lake to lake. Ilere too, we ‘left the habitations
of men, and entered the wilderness.  Our course
was up the Saranian walers, through its beauti-
ful lakes, and passing the spot where was once a
village of the red men, we enlered upon the ponds
which empty into the Racket—at whose head is
J.ong Lake.  We must carry our provisions, and
of course sleep upon the ground, sub din. This
Jdid very well when it was good weather; but
when we had rain day and night for six days, we
found it not quite so comforlable. One of our
three, too, was sick, very sick, and we began to
torm plans hew we could carry him out on a rude
bier, and lo ponder over the move gloomy picture
of digging a grave in the wilblemess, But after
some days of anxiety, God graciously raised him
upy and we could g2 on. It was Satarday again
when we reached thelake. Ihad procured some
"Tracts and a {ew books, as many as I could well
manage to carry over the < carrying places,®
and now made them iufo as many little parcels as
there wore families on the lake. T found they
had now increased to eleven families, and almost
sixty souls,  While my friend who bad been sick
and aur woodsman were gone to find a camping
place for our home during the Sabhath, L gota

ittle boy to row me uwp the lakes and the first
little boat we met, was the boatof Mr. 8., (the
man who was so profane that they did not want
to hear him read scrmons,) containing his family
on their way to a Temperance meeling ! 1t was
then that T learned that there was need of this,
I told them I could not conceoive whal need there
conld be for temperance societies away up in that
wilderness. But they said that before they had
a road, hefore they conld get Aour or comfortable
foad, they used to gct in whiskey hy the barvel |
Oathe fourth of Tuly last they formed a temper-
anze socicly, and now, as { nndeistood, all the
little community belonz to it, oract on its prin-
ciples. 1 visited cvcrly family, havingz a little
hook and asmall ‘mce of Tracts for cach, Oh!
how cagerly and joyfully and gralefully they
raceived me and the little parcel ! They had
not seen a minister, nor heard a sermon, since 1
was thera last year. Bat the Spirit of God had
been. there ; and that Mw. S. who was so profane
had, ,without human instromentality, heen led to
Christ... }J1a hal become a new creature, had
family worshipy aud was ready to de good. Some
_wha had been professors i other years, and in
other places, had been vevived. They hadesta-
blished a Sabbath school, and in it was every
child of suitable age,and around it all were clus-
tering on'the Sabbath ! Io all things there was
evident and siriking improvement. Some new
families had come in, and among them professing
Christians. The State too, iz aiding {o open a
voad to them, and shortly there will be a travel-
led road in and out, and then the beantiful lake
will be filled up with inhabitants. 1 reached our
camp late in the evening, and the little hoy whe
had rowed me at least twelve miles greally pre-
ferred to have a hook, rather than money for com-

cnsation. 1 gave him Abbott’s Child at Home.
Y found one woman, a motheroflittle children,
yery sick, withont physician, or medicines, or
nurse. Butthe neighbors, five miles off, were
ready and prompt. to watch with hery and do all

in their power for her.  There had been no death
among llmm the last year, and no one had gone to
join the sleeper in her forest-circled graveyard.
The Sabbath again broke in silence and beauty.
At the appointed hour we were on our way to
church—and swifily along came the litile boats,
stopping here and (here just long enough {o drink
at the spring which gushed out of the mountain
at the edge of the lake, or to pluck the wild
water-lily, instead of (f’m rose, for a nhosegay.
How sli]l‘, and solemn, and appropriate their he-
havier! llow cagerly they listened ! How kind-
ly they received the Word, and hung around the
door all day, not one going away for food dur-
ing the intermission. And what an intermission
was that ! I spentit in conversing with them,
and in biying to lay such plans, as would be per-
manent.  The Sabbath school was held in the
meantime. In the aflernaon there stood a bowl
of water on the liftle stamd by the side ofa
small new Bible.  What could I do? They were
here alone.  Lknew of no church or minister
within 60 ov 80 miles, and knew it would he out
of the question to get a council there, So 1 took
upon me the responsibility of going forward.
There were eleven ready—five men and six fe-
males—and sa, at the close of the service, T ar-
ganized them into a church of God, by the name
of ¢« The Firsl Congregotional Church on Long
Lake.” [ baptized cight of their children, in-
cluding six littic boys helonging to Mr. S., who,
with his wife, was among those who wept for
joy and trembled in weakuness on this occasion.
It was the mosl solemn senason [ ever witnessed.
And when in the name of my own chureh, and
in the name of the-beloved churches of New En-
gland, [ gave them the 1ight hand, I felt safe
in assuring them that we should remember and
sympathize with this young and feeble sister, who
was thus “now planted in the wilderness.”> 1
ventured to assure this little flock that we wonld
not forget het ; that he wounld pray for her, and
would minister to her spiritual wants. They
romised (o have a weekly prayer meeting every
riday afternoon, fo hold up the Sabbath by
means of the Sabhath school, and to have ser-
mons reaq on the Sahbath, ag soon as Uhey could
get some that are suitable, and to pray that God
would in his own time and way send them a pas-
tor.  When I reached home and {old the story,
the children of my Sabhath school immedialvl)y
set about makinz a collection to send them books
of a high order, and as soon as may he ; and if
any friend of Zion shall commit money or hooks
to me, thinking I shall refuse them, he will find
himself mistaken, 1 wish to supply them with
good hooks, till the time comes when they ean
ave a minister of the gospel.  As soon as the
road is open, population will roll in, and T may
yet live ta see the day when a church shall be
erccted on one of their beautiful istands, and a
hundred little boals lie moored aronnd, while they
keep holy time.  What a day will that be ! and
how sweet will be the notes of the ehurch-gaing
bell, as they float up and down and across these
beautiful waters, and are echoed from the moun-
tains which stand aronnd and glass themselves in
the lake 7 This Jittle charch 1s to be at the head
of a great population!  May the hand{ul of corn
scattered upon the mountains, shake like .-
banen. Lleft the little band feeling feeble, but
not forsaken, and helieving that a brighter day is
to come to them. Two little boys, whom I had
baptized, rowed me down the lake very late
Sabbath night, after the labors of the day, to my
camp, and after they had landed me, for a long
time [ could see their Little forms in the bosl, as
they turned to go back to their home, They
rowed away in silence and in the darkness, hat
T knew they were under the eye of Him to whom
they had been wiven that day, and that they
were safe,  Though we were sick, and out for
twenty days and nights without shelter, and in
storms, [ felt on my return, that it was all no-
thing in comparison with the joy of that Sabhath,
in whieh the little church was  <«planted in the
wilderness,™
WEe have been kindly favoured with a copy
of «The Wesleyan-Methodist Almanac, for
Canada,” for the year 1843, published at To-
ronto, by Rev. A, Macnab. Itis well «got
up,” and contains much valuable information
not generally found in works of the kind. Tt
will doubtless be appreciated by the religious

body for whose use cspecially it is designed,

THE Anniversory meeting of the WesLzyaN M-
TroDIsT MIsStONARY SocieT¥ was held in the 8t.
Anne Si. Chapel in this city, on Wednesday eveuing
last, and was numerously atiended. -The chair wns
taken by ', Langlois, Esquire, and several interest-
ing addreses were delivered on the occasion.—The
amount of the collections taken up at the different ser-
vices, Is stated at £40. On Sunday last, when the
preparatory sertmons were preached, we are told, that
notwithstanding the unfavorable state of the weather
hindering the altendance of many friends of the causey
the amount collected was larger then that of the pre-~
ceding year.—Quebec Gazelle,

TemrErarcE AMONG Boarmen.—The follow-
ing interesting facts are mentioned in the report
ofthe Bethel Society :—

¢« Going up the lake a few weeks since, in a
steamboat, I talked tempetance to the crew, and
found a drinking man among them who was un-
willing to sign the pledge. 1succeeded at length
in getting his name for six months—he did not
think he could keep from drinking longer; Imt
that which decided the poor fellow, was the
countenance and supportipromised hiim by his ship-
mates ; this is one only, of many similar cagee.
Then, again, vessel owners are refusing lo em-
sloy any other than pledged total abstinence men.
Cngineers and Captains of steamboats are doing
the same wilh respect to 2d engineers and fire-
men.  Vessels are entering our ports with the
Temperance flag flying. "Reformed drunkards
(sailors) are found scej(ini; employment as of-
ticers, anl resting their claims for a berth upon
the fact of their sohriely, In addition to the
above, tnere has been a great angmentation of
temperate seamen on Lake Ontario, the fesults
of the movement in Temperance ulong the laka
shore during the past winter, At Oswego, Sack-
et’s Harbour, French Creek and Ogﬁensbmp,
large acceasions have been to the ranks of the
temperate, from among the hardy sons of the
lake.”

MISCELLANEOUS.

HIGULAND COMMUNION SCENE.

Tr celebralion of the communion in the parish

of Ferintosh took place on Sabhath last, and at-
tracted greater numbers even than usual. Tho

Gaclic congregation on Sunday must have num-

bered from 10,000 to 11,000, and the chureh,
where the English service is performed was erow -
ded to excess. The situation for the tent or out-
preaching is particularly snitable for hearing.
The tent is errected in a small glen ot valley, on

cach side of which the people scat themselves,
or are perched, in the form of an amphitheatre.

The sound consequenily ascends to the audiener,
and is not drowned or taken away. Close to the

tent a rivulet gurgles through the valley, andby
the side of the stream the tables are placed.
From these upwards, the congregalion accom-
modate themselves, and a more picturesque sl
truly grand scene cannot be imagined than the
toul ensemble, particnlarly during the time of
wayer, and the singing of the Psalme.  The Gac-
lic psalmody is peculiarly sublime. A wild me-
lody prevades the simple lay as it dies away ia
the lower, or swells in the bigher, cadences,
which eqnally transport the mind ; and as the
thonsands stand uncovered, with the canopy ef
heaven ahove, re-cchoing the animated and fer-
venl petitions of the preacher between them end
their all-powerful and all-merciful Father, the
cffect is in the highest degree solemn and inspir-
ing. The behavior of the people, toa, is devout,
and it is evident from the gencmf demeanor thet
no trivial purpose has collected so many human
beings to warship their Maker. * The sacraments
at Fevintosh may be really viewed as a pilgrim-
age without its superstition. Many from near as
well as remote parishes think that there a mora
sanctified intercourse may be vouchsafed, and in
consequence a vast concourse assembles, This
state of things is, no doubt, meainly induced by
the genius and piety of the rcspccted pastor of
the parish, the Rev. Mr, Macdonald, who may
he denominated the Chalmers of the Highlands.
We refer particularly to Mr, Macdonald’s preack-
ing in the Gaclic language, which is alike redo-
lent with eloguence and pathos,



