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mﬂ\mz, and we are told,’ that ln confe-
quence of a wager wnh ont Sienna, he
fpent a whole day at an.aufion; and
when it was ended, he recapitulated every
article, that bad bcen.fo)d, together with
the prices, and the names of the purcha-
fers in their proper order, without erring
In oné point, as was proved by the clerk
who followed him with his book., Lip-
fius, fo celebrated for his ciudition, re.
membered the whole hiftory of Tacitus,
and pledged himielf to recite, word for
‘word, ‘any paifage that might be requir-
¢d, conienting, at the fame time, to allow
a perfon to ftand by him with a dagger,
and to plunge it into his body if he did
not faithfully repeat the words of the au.
thor.

mulmudc of Greek, Latin, and barba.
rous words, all dem& from each other,
and that when hg was tired ot diftating,
the Corfican repeited themin x reverfed
order, beginning at the Lk, Thefe ex-
amples are, no doubt, altonithing; but
wwhat is related of jcdcduh Buxton, a
_poor illiterate, Lnsmh pcalam feeems to
‘eXceed thEnyall

loha Buxten, the grandfnhcr of this *
finyular charaéter, was vicar of Elmeton, .

3 (mall vitlage, not far from Cheiterfield,
Y Der'\;ﬂnre, and his father, Wlll:am
Buxton, was fchool mafter of the fame
pariih, where Jedediah was bein, about

the beginning of the prefent century, in -

what year we cannot precifely-afcertain g
but it is probable that it wasin 1704 or
i 9 75
Notw-th(hrdmg the profemon of his
father, Jedediah's education feems totally
to -have bzen negle@ed, for he never
was taoght either 1o read or write,  How,
he came firft to know the relative propof-
tions of numbers; their powers and pro-
gretfive denominations, he never could re.
member ; but to thefe obje€fls he applied
. the whole force of his mind, and upon
thefe his attention was fo conﬂantly Ti-
virted, that he frequently took no notice
(of external obje@s, and whep he did, it
* was only with refpe@. to their numbers.
“his proptnfity of bis mind to calculati.
on manifeited stfelf almoft on.every oc.’
‘ ‘czuon, ana fezmed like a kind of inlin@
10 turn his :houghts conunudly to nus
one pont, I nny fpace of time. was
mentioned before him, he would (cod. 'af,
"terfay, that it conmained fo many minutes;
add it any ciflance, he would affign thc
number &f hiir-hresdths.in i, evén when
na qucilion was .'nked him by the compa-
‘ny. .
By. this memod he. greatly cncrcafed

< the powers wf his memory. with refpeé to x7x,ooo, whichwas 375 times g56. ~ To:

cetfary,

Muret relates, that he di€lated one |
day‘to a young Coffican, an innumerable.

" fame claf,

' he gave the product as foon 25 a

sze of Fededialh Buxton.

figures, and flored up fev\.r\l commona
products in his mind, fuch as-the nuinber.
of minuies in a year; of hair-breadihs
in a mile; and many others, to which he
could ‘have immediate recovefe when nes
When he once comprehunded -
a quention, which he could not -do withs
out fome dithiculty, and after a certain
lengil of time, he began to work with
amazing facility, and wéuld Jeave a lony
qucﬂzon balf wrought, and refume it at
the end of fecveral manths, beginning
where tie had broke offy and proceeding
regularty tillit was complered,

- His memgtry,” it. appears, would" have
hecn equally retentive with refpe&t 1o ~
other ohjedts, lizd he beflowed the fame
attention upon them; but his perpetual’
application to fipurey, for which the pow.
crs of his mind feemta have been won-
derfully calculated, prevented bimg from -
makipg the fmsllct acquilition ' any
other branch of Lnawledge 3 and his ideas
on that account were as con!’mcd p‘&rh:p.
as thofe of a boy of ten years of age in the
of lite. He was fumetimes
on his return {rom church, whe.

afked,

. ther_he remen befed the texe, or any of the -

fermon ; but he neveér Tould repesta-fims—-
gle word of cithér, fo abforbed had his
thoughts been even during divine fcr‘.'ice, ‘
eitherin dividing fome time or fpace into-—
the fmallefl kpown party, or refolving
fome probieni that-bad heén given him a3
a teft of his ahilities, His power of bl
ftraction was {o great, that no noife what.
ever could difturls him ;  and when afked
any queflion, he would nnmudcarcl) reply,
and return to his calculation, without any
confufion, or the lofs of more time than
his. anfwer required, ‘His method of
working was peculiar to himfet!, and by
ro means the fhorteft and Wlearent, as
will dppear by the {ollowing example:
Being required to multiply 436 by J,3
- perfon in’
company had completed it in the com-
mon way, and when requefled ta work
it audibly, that .bis methed might be
known, be rmultiplied 4¢6,. fisfit by s,
which producca 2:80 ; this heagain mol.
tiplied by 20, ‘and  found the produl

" 4356c0 ; which-was the muldiplicand mul-
- tiplied by 100 ;"

this prodoét- he acaig -
multiplied by 3, whicl groduced 136,3c0,..
the fum of the multiplicond multiplicd by,
3c0. ltremained thérelfore, 10 moltiply
this by 78, which he effected by midciply-,
ing 2280 (1hie prodv@ of the muldiplicand’
multiplied hy ¢} by 15; §times 35 being.
753 this pre duct heing 34,2c0;- he -added .
to the 136,8co~avhich wis the mumph- :
cand multiplicd by jc0 and this pm:iuccd

compluc



