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door aftcr thern and leCt lier atone, she raised hier cyes upward, and
murrnurcd, " God blcss and rc'.vard the dear children 1 "

It was a blcak, Winter night ; and as the littie adventurcrs
stepped into thc street, the w'iîid svept fiercely along, and alrnost
drove thern back against the doors. But thcy caught cach other
tiglitly by the hands, and bending their littie forms to meet the
prcssure of thc cold, rushing air, hurried on the wvay they werc
going as fast as thecir [cet could move. The strcts were dark and
deserted, but the childrcn wcre flot afraid ; love filcd thcîr hearts,
and left no roomn for fear.

They did flot spcak a %vork to cadi other as they hastencd along.
Aftcr.going for a distance of scveral streets, they stopped before a
bouse, over the door of whicli îas a handsomne, ornamental gas-
lamp bearing the words, Q ysters and Refrcsliments." It was a
strange place for two littie girls like them to enter, and at such an
hour; but after standing for a moment, tiîey pushcd against the
green door, which turned ligiitly on its hinges, and stcpped into a
large and brilliantly lighted bar roarn.

"l3ess us !" cxclaiined a mati %vho sat reading at a table; here
are those babies again!"

Ady and Jane stood stili near the door, and lookcd ail around
the roorn ; but flot seeing the object of their search, they wvent up
ta the bar, and said titmidiy ta a mani who stood behind it pouring
liquor into glasses-.

IHas Papa been here to-night ?
The man leaned over the bar util bis face was close ta the

children, whien lie said in an angry way-
Il I don't knoîv anything about your father. And see here!,

don't you corne here any more; if you do, l'Il cail mny big dog out
of the yard and make hirn bite you."

Ady and Jane felt frightened as ivell by Élie harsh manner as by
the angry words of the man ; and they started back from bim, and
were turning towvard the door with sad faces, when the person wha
had first remarkzcd their entrance callcd out loud cnough for themr
ta bear him-

"Corne here my littie girls.'
The bidren stoppcd and lookied at hi-m, when lic bcckoned

for tbem ta, approach, and they did so.
Are you laoking for your fatlier ?" hoe asked.

"Yes, sir," rcplied Ady.
"What did that mani at the bar say ta, yelî V"
"He said Papa was not licre ; and that if wu came ariy more hie

wouid set bis dog on us."
"He did Y'
"Ycs, sir.

The man knit bis broîv for an instant Then lie said-
IlWho sent you bore ?"
"'Nobody," at....wercd Ady.
"Don't your mother knouyou have corne ?"
"Yes, sir; she told us ta go to bcd, but wc couldn't go utîtil

Papa -.Ias home: so ive came for bim llrst"
He is bore."
Is hie ?" and the children~s faces brightened.

"Ves he's at the other side of the roomn asleep. V'il wake him
for you."

l-k'f intoxicated, and sound aslcep, itw~as with great difficulty
that Mr. Freeman could bc arouscd.

As soon, hiowevcr, as bis cyes were fairly opcncd, and lie found
that Ady and Jane had ca.ch grasped tightly one of bis hands, he
rose up and yielding passively to tLc-.ir direction suffered thcm ta,
lead biim away.

"Oh dear !" exclaimed a mani who had laoked on in wonder and
dccp intcest; Ilthat's a temperance lecture that I can't stand. God
bless thc little oncs 1" he added with omotion, "and give therm a
solbcr father."

I gucss you nover sav therm be-fore," said one of the bar-
keepors lightly.

"lNo, and 1 nover wishi ta again, at least in this place. Who is
thcir father ?"

"Freeman, the Iawvycr."
Not tlic onc wlio, a fcwv years ago, conductcd with so rnuch

ability, the casc against the Marine Insurance Company ?"
The samo."
Is it possible ?"

À. littic group bad now forrncd around the mani, and a good
deal was said about Freeman and his fail from sobricty. One who
had several timos scn Ady and Jane cornc in and Iead him home

as they had just donc, spoke of thcm with much feeling, and ait
agrccd that it was a most touching case.

IlTo set," said one, Ilhow passively lie yields himself to the
littie things when they corne aftcr him. I feel sornetimes,
when I se thcm, almost wcak enough ta shied tears."

IlThey are bis good angels," replied another. IlBut I arn
afraid they are not strong enough to Iead him back to tbc paths lie
bas farsaken."

IlYou cati think what you please about it gentlemen," spoke up
the landiord, "but I cati tell you my opinion on the subjeet: I
wouldn't give much for the mother who would let two lîttle things
like themn go wandering about the streets atone at this time of night."

One of tbose who bad expressed interest in the chîldren feit
angry at this rcmark, and hoe retortcd with some bitterness.-

IlAnd 1 would give less for the man who would mace their
father drunk 1"

"Ditto to, that," responded one of the cornpany.
"And hcre's my hand ta that," said another.
The landiord finding that the majority of his company were

lîkely ta be against hirn, smothercd bis ang-y feelings and kept
silence. A few minutes afterwar.d, two or three af the înmates of
the bar-room went away.

About ten o'clocd the neict nioring, -white Mr. Freeman, who
was gecrally sober in the fore part af the day, was in his office, a
stranger entercd, and after sittîng down, said-

I must crave your pardon bcforehand for wbat I arn going ta
say. Will you promise natta be offended ?".

"If you offer an insuit I wiIl resent it," said the lawyer.
"So far from that, 1 corne with the desire ta do yo-x a great

service.,'
'Very well ; say on."
"I was at Lawson's reflectory last night."?
"Weil ?11
"And 1 saw sometbing there that touched my heart. If I slept

at ail last night, it was only a dream of it I amn a father, sir, the
thaught af their coming out in the cold winter night, in search oi
me ini such a poilu ted place, makes the blood feel cold in rny veina"'

Words Sa unexpccted coming upon Mr. Freeman when hie was
comparativcly sober, disturbed him greatly. In spite of ail bis
endeavors ta rernain calm, lie trernbled aIl over. Hc made an effiort
to say something in reply. But could nat utter a word.

"My dear sir," pu rsued the stranger, Ilyotu have fallen at the
rnonster intemperance, and I feel that I arn in great peril. You
have nat, however, fallen hopelessly ; you may yct risc if you will.
Let me then, in tbe name ai the sweet babes who have sbown, in:so
wonderful a manner, their love for yau, conjure you ta risc superior
ta, this deadly foe.- Reward those dear children wîith the highest
blcssing their hearts can desire. Corne with me and sign the pledge
of freedorn. Let us, thougli strangers ta each other, unite in this
anc good act Corne 1"

Hait bewildered, yet with a new hope in his heart, Freeman
arase, and sufféred the mani, who drew bis arni within bis, ta, lead
him aSay. Before they separated bath bad signed the pledge.

That evening, iunexplcctedly, and ta the joy of his farnily, Mr.
Freernan was pcrfectly sobcr when lie carne home. After tea,
white Ady and Jane werc standing on cither side of him, as he sat
by their mother, an arrn ari mnd each ai tbem, bie said in a low
whisper, as he bent bis hcad eown and drcw them dloser-

IlYau wiIl never have ta, corne for me again."
Tht clidren liftcd their cyes quickly ta lis face, but hait under-

standing what he meant
1I will neyer go-there again," lie addd: "I will, stay at home

wAith you!"
Ady and Janc naw comprchcended what their father meant,

overcome with jo>', hid thcir faces ini bis lap and wcpt for very
gladness.

Low as this bad been said,cvery word had rcachcd the mother's
car; and while ber heart yct stood trernbling bctwcen hope and
fecar. Mr. Freeman drcw a paper from bis pockct and thrcw it on
the table by which shc was sitting. She opened it hastily. It was
a pledge with bis wcIl-known signature subscribed at the bottom.

With a ciy of joy shc s.prang ta bis side, and bis arms cncircled
bis wife ad'wcll as bis littie ones in a fonder cmbrace than tbcy had
known for ycars.

The cbuldrcn's lave had saved their father. Tbcy wert indeed
bis Ilgood angls."-$d


