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tearing the weight of three such mon as you
in safýety?"

IINot if there was one weak link in it, air,
that I feit sure would not bear iny weigbt: as
Iwell ail hc taulty as une, every bit sir, for any
eafety there ivould be iu the chain."

DÛo von rcally think su?-"
1I certainly do, sir, "

"WVell, being, sure of it, you may as well set
the chain to rigrht&. And now, to change the
sahject, we will go back to this hltch of yours,
inv friends, if you please."

Trhe carpenter sniiied; the shoermaker rub-
ced bis bauds; the tailor put bis into his pock--
ets; the blacksiiith ruhhcd his forehead; aîîd
thon lie said, in 'a suhdued toue, IlYou have
l)eat nie, sir. 1 sec mrhat vou mnean; and looký
ing at it iu the liglit you put it in, therc's nuL
any hiteh, sir, that I can sec)"

Ilh I 1 ancied you would say su," repiiedMr. Creshatn, kîîîdly; 'land I tink you eau
udcrstamd how it nîunst bc that thongh we

înay keep the wbole law ut' God-thc good
an perfect law-sventeen hundred aad uineý
ty-oiiue tinies, or soventeein million tiies, and
fail once, xve catnot depend ou oui' unit'orin
qbedietice fotr eternal satbty; but if we ar'esaved, IL nust hc by grace aloue, as inucli as
thoug-h cv-ery ik iii the chain of obedietîce
wcre î'oteni thiroîîghout."

1 see it, sir; I see it nw"said the black-

"And yet," said Mr. G~resham, "lthe two
CaseS (Io flot agree in ail points, as generally
happetîs when p)eople try to illustî'ate great
trutils ili fligurative l'auguage. l)o you sec
where the di flèrence is, cithiet of yotu?"

I- think 1 do partly, sir; but I would ratb-
or v ou should say where it is," said the car-
l)Ottr.

"Well, our friend Parsons can repair tbe
fleféct iu niy wellkhaîn, and niakze it as good 'as
<'Ver; but one sing'yle transgression of the Di-
v-ine law canniot ho repaiired. 1'lîcliik is hro-
lien, and the p'or soul dependingr ou tiat
1'-itle-ss chairi, is alreadv fliî-aln,

I see, si,-;" saut tht blacksuîith, ahinost
with a shulddeî' as the idea prescntcd itself to
is niind of a mati falling dowin a well. Hie

had heen dlown a well, aud could realize the
horroi' of sncb a situation.

"But then the almnigbty arm of Divinemner-
cy plut)ges down, reaches to the lowcst depths
jOf htiin~an misery and hopelessncess. But per.
hups yoti would flot lay bold on that graciou
baud, nîy frieud, seeiug tbat oniy one link had
broken, whule ail the reat were sound?"

" Wouldu't 1, sir? wouldn'*t I grip it? Ys
sir; and you hav-e beat me ont and out,» eaid

the horîest, hearty biacksmnith-.-" and
nuw that saivation mnust be of grace." »

'lA4nd ' nuL of works, lest any mantiO
boast," added Mr. Greshamu; and thelltb
littie group thoughtfully dispersd C4''

A. SCRAP FROM GOUGII.

I was Iecturing in. a swall town once,
when the lecture was ovor, imaliv ])m
caime up to aigu the I)dcd, A iiuinlberof,
yotang ladies were standing by, aud f1
Iookiug at tihe signers with iniercst.
rectly isome of thent qc1nnoj to lac, t
Gouigl, go ont there at the doot' and etjoc to si(,n the pleilgc.' î, I L o
know Joe.' WTl e is standing olnt by
the door.' Ont 1 wvent, and stan~ding the'
was a poot' fellow, Nvith an old tatîerdcs
on bis head, tori shirt, dirtv clotbt5 Oi' o
boots, and a woe-begone( look. Saya
iself this must be Joe, 'Hfow do VO, do

.Joe? said 1. ' liow do0 yonii I, su.' "
I M-ant von Lu sigrn the peg.
foi'? ' \Vhy, Toc, those ladies t1lere - t
'ne after you.' ' Whiat, who ? why I didnit

thuîkt~at bad frielld i the vorI
Coulc on1, Joe,, corne oit,' said I.

stt)pped, and said, ' Loo], liete, so fa"
lows told tace to biing a boutle of lic 11,or 1
the meeting to-niglît, and tr(, up a"Il flYt
bore's to yoiur bealtht They s the!
would grive tiftv cents if 1 did. The'
'v1in ail] long- the Lallery Ili- thcrei therd
they are. I waini't g oitg to doit.' leeIi
to the duo,, and we iecard bita simas t
boutle on the steps. liccaine in and "'en
uip to the table anti comnneîced Lrte iS
nine, btut lie could uiot do iL; so h rC'
himnself and caiug<ht hold of bis ani, bt
coud 1D fot. Says ho, 'Look hee~, th5t
mv îTlark.

ilicî the ladies came up and F-oo
hands with bita, but lic pulled 11ehi p
(lown over bis oves, ant i ow andi< the,]
wiped. a tcar away. ' Stick to it, JûO,
oîîe, 'Ail riglît, Jloe, ail riurlît.

~Some three yeaî's aftcî'tlîat 1 waRs 'stret
same place, and whule going along t1eiSt
I saw a gentlemnan eomngi alogdrS U
a good suit-fiee black bat, boots Ci,-«,)b
and a nice shirt collai', with a lady 1 1ot
arm.. I knew it ivaa Joe. Says L , -
stnck tu it ,, didn't you 1 ' Yes sir,1ti
Lu that pledge, and the gh's have 5tlick
me ever since.'
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