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BOOKS AND NOTIONS

Inr authars, Only one concluslon can he
drawn, and that Ix that people are whl-
ng to pay 50 conta for the Jatest hook
by one of the masters of fiction and no
more, Alma, that the buying public take
n lnrge number of these books when this
firm find it profitable to e {rom alx
to twelve per month, The same fact s
impressed on the obuerver's mind {f the
lint of Canadinn cditions Ixsued by the
Rose Publishing (v, Ik conrldered. All
the bookd may not be by the bheat and
most popular authors, but many ol the
Jeading books are new and from these
master pens,

Morcover It must be notleed that the
wore popular the author the more popu.
lar thir 50 cent odition, G, A, lenty's
“In thie Dayr of the Mutiny” In already
away into the recond thourand although
It hae only been published a4 fow weeka,
Ro with othera recently published. One
seoming exception to this In In the cagre
ol 1. Marion Crawford's works. Through
the carefulnean of McMillan & (o, only
n cloth edition of his works are avallable
and hence only acloth editlon In Isaned
here, yot 1t #old well, In fact, the sale of
the dollar eloth velnmes renches ns great
a volutne an the snle of the livtest books
liy less popular anthors In the 30 cent
odlition,

Then the questlon presents teell for
the copglderation of both publishers and
retadlers: IS THE 500 CENT EDITION
THIL BEST ADAPTED To THIE CANA.
DIAN TRADE?  The run  Crawford's
works have had o the dollnr cloth edl-
Uon wnyr that romething higher xhould
be almed at. But on the other hnnd the
opinlon I8 abroad that the same book
would sell better M In o 25 cent edition.
But the questlon we want to conline our-
selven to In the one above ; that Is, what
cdition of the leading works of fictlon
Is maost guitable lor Canadian booksell-
crs, or, out of which edition can they
goet tho beat satlslaction nnd the most
profit 2 We will leave thin matter with
the boakreellers thetrelves to dechde, and
between this time and the fieat of July
we shall bo glad to recelve the oplnion
of every live hookwseller In Canada on the
guestlon. For the purpose of glving a
deflnite  answer ench  bookseller wmust
banlkh from his mind all thoughts of
any clasn of hookn except the particular
clans under dlgcusslon, I e¢., the Ilatest
fictlon, Ieot every bookseller give hls
opinjon even it it be only on a post card.
Thene wlll be all carctully read, and the
result stated In the July lssue for the
benellt of the trade generally.

DUTY ON PLAYING CARDS.

Ol some tlme the Importers have
been concerned alwut a new meth-
od of jmporting playing cards.

When Imported In the ordinary way they
are Jutiablo at 6 cents per pack. But an
cuterprising laporter brought them in
I shicets, and they were admltted by the

cuxtome authorltlen ax lthographs, at
a duty of 20 per cont. ad volerem and 6
centr per pound gpecifie.  Thie Jobbers
found this out, and appenled  to the
Comptroller of Cuntoms, and he has de-
clled that such sheets are not litha-
graphr and coneequently must pay the
full duty of 6 cents per pack, It s a
phame (?) to see ruch enterprise Laffled,
for such an Ingenlous attempt to defeat
the curtome offlcors should, llke victue,
bring 1ta own reward-—-but 1t dide’y,
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A BOLD ATTEMPT.

——

BOLD attempt has been made to
A introduce Canadinn poetry into
the Canndinn schuols, and many

n lover of Carnadinn Hternture will re-
mark with mich aervor, * My It sue-
cead.”  From the press ol T'he Copp,
Clurk Co., comer a little volume, edited
by the fvell-known cducatlonlat, J. I
Wetherell, B.A., and eatitled  ** Later
Canadian Poems.'”* On the title page ix
that beantlfin verse by (., G. D. Roberta

But thou, my country, dream not thou!
Wake, and behold how nlght Ix done,

How on thy breawt, nnd o'er thy brow
Burste thy uprising sun !

For the first time for Canadian poetry,
In Ontarlo at least, 18 there o chance of
Its Introduction into our schools and n
chance to be waven into the growhg
fabric of the Canadinn Intellect.

This * lttle anthology,”” as the tlitor
calls it, contains {i{teen selections from
the poems of George Frederlek Cameraon,
who dled In 1883, seven from the pen of
Willlam Willred Campbell, eight from
that of Bliss Carman, a Young Canadian
now In New York, sixteen by Archibald
Lampbman, seventeen written by Charles
George Douglan Roberts, twelve by Dun-
can Campbell Scatt, and ten by Frederlck
George Scott. The supplement contalns
a number of poems by our women poets,
such as K. Francex Harrison, Agnes
Maule Machar, E. I'nullne Johngsan, Isa-
bella Valaney Crawford (deceased), and
Ethielwyn Wetherald, Yortralts of many
ol the authors 1s an excellent feature of
the book.

In thia It of names we miss gome
famillur ones, and the omiselon of that
of J. H. Brown can hardly be excused ;
yet It would be hard to include all thoso
who shonld be Iincluded. Al the poems

have been written since the yerr 1RNO,
and are cansequently fresh, nnd  they
demonsteate the excellence to which the
Canadian gchool hax attained.

The ook will he publlshed in three
bindinge, two for setiool use and one for
presentation and llbrary purposes. A
school paper odition will sell for 30 cents,
a cloth editlon for 50 cents; but at the
time of avriting the price of the finer
cloth «ditlon had not veen settled. While
this little book will no doubt be uxed in
schools ns supplementary reading, It
should at Jeast be put on f{or lterature
in one of the high wehool forms. It wil
alea be & book which the mldidle clasves
o this country will appreciate.

WILLARD TRACT DEPOSITORY.
URING the past month this con-
cern has parsed Into the hands of
new proprietors, who will con-
tinue the buelness under the old name of
the Toronto Willard ‘I'ract Depository.
Hince the denth of the Inte 8, R, Brigeg
the buriness has never prospered, and
the shareholders have heen losing stend-
fly unt{l their en fre investments have
been Rierlfleed, A change wan mpera-
tive, and the business was offered lor
wnle, nnd purchased by the well-known
IFleming H. Revell Company of Now York
and Chieaga. Mr. Revell enmie to Toron-
to, and his twenty-three years ol experi.
cence In the bhook trade enabled hln to
catimate the value of the stock. e
made an offer of a lump sum for the en-
tire stock, good-wlll, copyrights, cte.,
and wegured the business. The price paid
wlill be less than 50 cents on the dollar,
and the inventory value ol the stock In
about £33,000,  Mr. Revell has conwe-
quently gecured o bargain, and book-
sellers, who like the camels In the desert,
can scent an oagls long befors it comes
In xlght, will recelve some bargains it
they buy at once.

Travellers will be out shortly for this
house, and dealers wlll be able to get
quotations and estlmate the sacriifces.
Visitors ta the city will {ind the stock in
charge of Mr. Geo. H. Doran, who was
at one tinte with the Willard Tract De.
pository under the old management ;
sinee Jeaving Toronto Mr., Doran has
beeen with the Revell Gompany, but he
will now manage their Toronto branch,
for some time, at least. Some specinl
lines of toy books.and annuals will be
offered at special prices ; not because the
stack s not flrst-clars, but shinply to un-
load. DBallantyne’s woprks can be secur-
ed to sell for o halt dollar, and many
other gimilar bargalns, The stock In-
cludes rome $12,000 worth of first-class
Biblex, but BOOKS AND NOTIONS dld
not learn whether or not any snaps
would be offered In these.

Under the new mmnagement the busl-
nens will no doubt be more enthusiastic.
ally carried on. On account ol having
New York and Chlcuge warehouses, the
new firm can manage the trade to very
great ndvantage. They wlll make good
use of the copyrights and of the publl.
catlong such as ** Notes on Bible Study,”
and the trade will no doubt hear more
from them later on, .

>

JUNE.

A dewy kisg of fragrant lips

Upon the budding roses® tips;

A shower of sunshine falllng slow

Upon the Miy's breast of snow ;

A touch of languor on the alr,

A living poem ceverywhere §

A gong of birds In sweet attune

With carth and sky-—-and thisy Ik June.
—W, J. Lampton in June Godey’s.



