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THE PASTUOR'S WORK AND THE PEOPLE’S DUTY.

Substance ofaSermon preached on the 24:h December, by the Rev. Dr.
Thorpton ut St. Ana's, sud Welland Port, in conuection with the induction of
the Rev. J. Malcolm. ’

¢ Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear ; for he

worketh the work of the Liord as I also do.” 1. Cor XVI. 10.

The relativn between past.r and people is spiritual 1n its character; aund it
is 8o very cl.arly defived in the s...ed volam , that the minister of Christ who
looks into it cau can neither mistake his duty, uor the way in which it is to be
discharged. By the samo rule the christian church2s may at once perceive the
retorn vhoy are to make to him whom God has p'aced over them. Paal in

~ writing tu the Hebrews says, **Obey them that have the rule over you,and sub.
. mit yourselves ; for they watch for your souls a3 they that mast give account,
© that they may do it withjoy, aud not with grief : for that is unprofitable for
© you.” When he sent Epaphroditus to the Philippians, he urged them to ¢ Re-
i ceive him thecefore in the Lord with all gladness ; aud hold such in reputa-
» #ion.”  Tothe Thessalonians he aays still more explicitly, ¢ We beseoch you,
’ therefore, beethren to know them that labour among you, and sre over you im
» the Lord, and admoaish you, and t0 esteem them very highly in love for their
. work’s gake.” Aad to the Coriathiansin the text, i recommending a young
- and eminent minister, Le writes, ‘‘ Now if Timotheus come, gee that he ma
- be with you, without fear, for he worketh the work of the Lord as I also do.”
These words suggest two points for consideration.
1. The uspect in which the ministerial office is here presented. It is the
"sork of the Lord.
. XL " Theobvious duty of the Church towards those engaged in that work,~
" #hat they may be with you without fear. _
* 1. The aspect in which the ministerial office is set forth. It iswork. The
*Jaithful minister has no sinecare. His life is one not of ease, but of unremitting
" labour; and the work he has entered upon, may be thus characterised.

1. It is a very arduous and difficult work. Thisis appareat when we cons
sider the lofiy sublimity of the themes he has to take up, and the fearful array
of opponents with which he has to contend. Mansind are naturally indisposed
to the acceptance of divine trath, and it is with cxtreme difficulty that they are
broaght to acquiesce in the humiliating representations given in the inapired
‘oracles of their native guiltand misery; and the minister cannot without the
tcharge of ¢ hendling the Word of God deceitfully,” neglect the frequent using
‘of these unpalatable truths. But alas ! it is no easy matter to fasten the charge
ot sin upon the conscieace. Indeed the very attemptio produce that humili
ating sense of worthlessness and weakness e3scatialto a due reception of the
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