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osteopatlly. It would be quite erronieous to titie lîixî doetor, for in no
sense was lie a graduate of any inedical college.

l s father w'as a xuini.st'r of the Gospel, and while A. T. Stili l a
miere boy was sent as a n'iissiouary to the Western States, espccially- mis-

souri and Kansas. In tliese locationîs it was, imfpossib)le for young S,-tili
to obtain any medical edueation.

In bis antobiograpbiy A. T. 'Stili tells us that bis father was a doctor,
but from whiat college tiiere is nîo intimation. It is possible that tic
future founder of osteopathy lcarned soine inedical lore fromn lus fatlber.

During tic Civil War A. T. Stili records his experienees ini the arnmy;
but they werc as the leader of somne meni, not as a doctor or surgeon. Ili
one place tiiere is tAie single sentence that lie was a surgeon under Gen-
eral Fremont, but whcu or where is not stated.

About 1874 hie began to tlîink tlîat drugs werc of no use, and forîned
bis idea of a new systern of' treatment. lie had been digging lip Indiau
bones and studying anatoîny after a certain fashion. lic caie to the
most erroneous conclusions tbat the ruie of the artery was absolutc and
that the body eontained a renîedy for every disease.

lie neyer had any trainîing in physiology, cheistry, elinieai mcedi-
cine or surgery, and bactcriology was to hitu wlîolly unktîown. With
thi8 sort of mental equiprncnt, hie set forth to give the world a new
scivince of diseases and tlîeir treataient.

Now the new trcatmcnt is only a form of manipulation. It is a coin-
bination of massage and motion of the parts of the body. There is abso-
lutely nothing in it that is new, or was new cven when hie began to prac-
tise it. The publie miglit tlîink it new, but nlot the medical profession.
Rubbiîîg, friction, maissaging, looscning joints, bonc-sctting. Swedish
movements, etc., were ail known prior to the tea.chings of A. T. Stili.

it is truc that at times a patient may derive benefit f rom sucli treat-
ment. There are cases of stiff joints or congested muscles tlîat judicious
rubbing and manipulation may improve, but tlîis is not a new sy' stem of
therapeuties. On the otiier hand, w-e have knowxî of mny instances
where this sort of treatmcnt lias been the means of doing a very great
deal of barra.

To diseard the protective value of anti-typhoid fever inoculation,
the preventive influence of vaccination against smallpox, and the use of
anti-tetanie serum. in the present war, would mean the loss of the war
to, the side that so acted. And this is the very sort of teaching of the
Iste A. T. StRi and bis prescnt-day followers. The whole systenu of
osteopathy is a disgraee to this century.


