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by impressing on the publie mind the fact that traditional n,,,Ies
and quantities need xiot be abandoned. In France, after ii ore
than a generation of struggle, the simple device wvas adi)ptecJ. of
-deflning the livre as hall£ a kilograin, and the work -%vas donc. To-
day the 'wcrd livre is constantly used ail over France, but ev, ry-
body knows that a livre is exactly 500 grains, or haif of one kilo-
grain. This step -%vas taken in Germanýy before any gencral
attempt wvas madle to introduce the metrie system. M-lien thie
Zollverein w'as established, the pfund -%as made exactly equal to
lhaîf a k~ilo: and thus the way was prepared for tlic rest of thie
mnietric system. In Gernîany the -word pfund is invariably tised
iii preference to halb-kio. Certain English weiglits and inceas-
~ures approximate closcly to convenient metrie equivalents. l'le
pound avoirdupois is verýy nearly equal to hall a kilo, the ewt.
to 50 kilos, the ton to 1,000 kilos. ]By introducing thiese
manies, we give the mind soînething to, take hold of. " Metric
pound " at once suggests a -%veîghit like a pouiid, whereas
kilograi suggests nothing a t ail. Other -,inks that iniglît be used
-%ith advantage are: The nietric incli (9,5 millimetres), the met-rie
bîand (10 centimetres), the net'ric cliain (2,0 nietres),. the mietrie
pint (one-haîf litre). Inasmuch as a decinial coinage exists ini
the «United States and Canada, the introduction of the inetrie s-ys-
tein of wveights and measures into these countries is beset wvith Iess
difficulty than in England. It wvould certainly facilitate the intro-
duction. of the metrie system, into --'ýorth Amnerica if traditionil
names sliould receive a present legal value in legrisiation. For
instance, a sinmple declaratory Act might be passed at the next
session of the Canadian ]?arliament, providing tlîat wvherever thie
phrase nîetric pound is used in a contract; of sale, it shahl mean
500 grains, and so, on. Who will. start thec bail rolling? We coni--
nend this reform. to, the careful consideration of our Anîericon
cousins, hoping that tliey mnay be daring enougli to cast aside *,j
.shackles of antiquity, and introduce a reform in English -%veigLirts
and nîcasures, retaining at the sanie turne some of the orns of i'i
-old-tinîe usage.

Acidified Alcohol in the Treatment of Wounds which rre
]Expected to, Unite by the First Intention.-As the -results of
expTerixuents- mnade at flie surgical clinie of Naples, Dr. Gactano
recommnends acidifled alcoliol, in thie treatnîent of -%vounds in whi -d
union by the first intention is expected. The alcohol lie uses lias
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