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it required thait ail persons desiring to be placed on thc Medical
Register should -have- both a inedical and 'surgical, qualification,
andi it contained provisions for ainending the 4Oth Clause-
" Suppression of Unqualified Quacks "-and for the admission
of womnen to, examnination. It also provided for the examnination
of, and registration of. dentists and midwives and amiended the
lawv relating to certifleates, of lunacy.

ÏfilE MEDCA AC 0 sso.
The celebrated Act of 1886 remnoved two, conspicuons Mlots iii

tlie orgyanization of our profession. It made it necessary for
every inedical mnan to bc qualified coimpletely--thiat is, in the
thiree mnain branches of practice-miedicine, surgery, and obstet-
ries-before lie can be placed on the Medical iRegister, and it
bias conferred representation on fle, great body of the profession.

MEDIcAL ECDUCATION IN LoNDox FonTY YEÂRS AGO.

In the " sïxties " London students were gradually wakzing up
to the fact thait, although the College. and Hll gave thiein the
two qualifications which entitled themn to bc placed on the Mc\ldi-
cal IReorister, the diplomas did flot give them the legal right to
aL-surne flic titie of " Doctor." Many m-ein-hard-working and
ît%>ssibly a itos-whncoming ap fromn flie c.ox1mtry to, the
hiospital heard of flic University of ILondon for the first time.
.Anyway, the UJniversity of London gave a degree, and why shouild
ty not o0 in for it? To sho-w you. how ill-adapted the teach-

itig wýas, in those .days, in the London medical sehools, for those
st uidents who, desired to, graduate in London, I will quote froin at
letter addressed in December, 18 79, to tlîe Chancellor of the

IL'nierstyby a distinguished graduate, my old friend and
teacher, Dr. J. S. Bristowe:

"Only ai smnall nminority of the students entering the niedical
p-ofession in England offer themeelves as candidates, at the
m ttrieulati on exainination. XcNrarly 50 per cent. fail; of those
50 per cent. fail at flic .prelimuinary scientifie exanxination. 0f
tlit'se who have passed thi-s examination, 35 per cent. fail at the
fi!.-t M.B., aiid of those who finally b)ecorne canididateýs for the
11.13. degree, 19 per' cent. are rejected. The collective resuit is
that not 10 per~ cent. of flic young nien w'ho, enter at, the lowest
series of the exaininations enierge successful at the last, and that
at least 7-9 per cent. are rejected at flie matriculation and pre-
liminary sci entifie. examin ations."

iDr. )3rist4w'c obierves that at that time there were 534 men
living who hield a medical degree in the University of London
out of a total'of nearly 55000 practitionèrs holding British
qualifications. The practical. result of this is woffl known; scores


