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The up-to-date practitioner of the pre.sent day is distinguished
from his predecessor of twenty years ago by the fact that he
applies the results of modern researches on the blood, sputum,
urine, and other secretions and exeretions of the body to the
solution of his problems of diagnosis. Just inasmuch as lie
uses these methods intelligently and carefully is he superior to
other practitioners who employ only the older means of physical:
diagnosis.

It has been shown that a considerable number of cases which
were supposed to have typhoid fever, with rapid and progres- -
sive anemia, iad an entirely different disease, acute lymphatic
leukemia, a diagnosis of which can be made only by an ex-
amination of the blood. Again, an operation is occasionally
perforned for the rernoval of tumors of the abdominal cavity,
when, if the blood had been exanined, the patient would not,
have been subjected to the shock and danger of an operatiQu..
Such patients niay be the subjects of myelogenous leukemia,.
and an operation under these conditions is unjustifiable. Again,
the question of testing for albumin in the urine, is of the greatest
importance in connection with the question of life insurance,_
and also with the probleni of early diagnosis of chronic nepli-
ritis at a stage at which the disease can be improved by treat-
ment.

So, too, the identification of the diflerent sugars in the urine,
upon which special stress has been laid, enables the practitioner
to distinguish between true diabetes and the alimentary mel-
liturias, the latter being of importance from a dietary point of
view, but not of bad prognostic inport.

The study of sputum inay enatle the practitioner who eni-
ploys suitable staining methods to diagnose tuberculosis before
changes in the lungs suflicient to give rise to physical signs
miake their appearance, and thus the patient gains six months
or a vear at a period when climatic treatment is most useful.

The diagnosis of carcinoma of the stomach is often impossible
by the ordinary means employed in physical diagnosis. An-
alysis of the gastrie juice, however, frequently enables the sur-
geon to obtain such strong diagnostic hints of the 2ondition in-
vo'ving the stoiach that an operation is warranted. Such.


