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if you take .the trouble of splitting it up with a pair of cutting -pliers,
you will find that the wlhole canal id filled up by a bwelling,which ex-
pands like a mnushroum. These swellings often increase in size ; they
fill up the renainder of the cro of the tooth, and soinetines form a
connection with the spongy gums. Incother cases the swelling coi-
mences at the gum, by the side of the decayed tuth, it gradually in-
cresses in size, and perhaps iinvolveb the guins of the adjoiuniug teetih.
Sorne of these swellings are as liard as the guin ; sume are soft and
pulpy, and bleed on a slight touch ; and sone again, though very sel-
dom, assame a ialignant character. Thlese tumurs are generally of a
oenign nature, thdy are firim in their consistence, and, if thoroughly
extirpated, are not reproduced, but if any portion is left, they return.
If the sucket of the touth, in which the disease comnenced, is not taken
away, and indeed the whole gum, the disease L> sure to come back in
a few months, following the analogy of tumors in other pa: ts. I huve
told you that, however bengn in its nature a fibrous or fatty tumor
may bc, if any portion of it be left, it vill be reproduced ; but take
away the whole, and there is.little chance of the patient being again
troubled with it.

These tumors sometinies are of a bad character ; but even in those
of a contrary nature, where the operation is imperfectly performed,
there is a return of the dibease. The patient, nuch annoyed of course,
again recurs to his surgeon ; caustic ib perhaps applied from day to
day; becoming alarmed, he at last places himself under a person of
more experience ;ý the whole is then taken away, and there is no fur-
ther trouble. IIere are sone drawings from preparations belonging
to Mr. KXsmyth, of Edinburgh, showing tuniors of the gums. One
represents a turnr occupying the posterior part of the upperjaw, witlh
all the stumps stuck in the niddle of it. The teeth are all in a bad
state. Those persoxis who are foulish enougli to allow useless portions
cf the teeth tu renain, mnay lay their account to suffer from this dis-
ense. The pain has gune off, the nerve iL destroyed, and they think
there is no occasion for interfering with the teeth or having them
taken out. They do not care abut the fotor of their breath ; they
have perhaps arrived at a time of life when they thinik nothing of it ;
but there is always a deal or imischief if these sturnps in the jaws or
guns are not taken out. They keep up the swelling and the tumors
in the gunis. Here is another drawing, showing a tunor ,î the gum,
wheo.m the swelling lias gone up from the interior of the tooth, and
has sl.read over in a nushroom-like form, and becoming adherent te
the spongy gus, lias formed a large swelling.

In order to get rid of iIese tumuors effectually, you must take away


