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if you take the trouble of splitting it up with a pair of cutting pliers,
you will find that the whole canul is filled up by u swelling, which ex-
pands like a mushroom. These swellings often increase in size ; they
fill up the remainder of the crow  of the tooth, and sumetimes form a
connection with the spungy gums. In.other cuses the swelling com-
mences at the gum, by the side of the decayed tuoth, it gradually in-
creases in size, and perhaps involves the gumns of the adjoiniug teeth.
Some of these swellings are as hard as the gum ; sume are soft and
pulpy, and bleed on 2 slight touch ; and some again, though very sel-
dom, assame a malignant character. These tumors are generally of a
venign nature, they are frm in their consistence, und, if thoroughly
extirpated, are not reproduced, but if any portion is left, they return.
If the sucket of the touth, in which the discase commuenced, is not taken
away, and indeed the whole gum, the discase is sure to come back in
a few months, following the analogy of tumors in other pa:ts. Ihave
told you that, however bemgzn in its nature a fibrous or fatty tumor
may be, 1f any portion of it be left, it will be reproduced ; but take
away the whole, and there is little chance of the patient being again
troubled with it.

These tumors sometimes are of a bad character ; but even in those
of a contrary mnature, where the operation is imperfectly performed,
there is a return of the disease. The patient, much annoyed of course,
again recurs to liis surgeon ; caustic is perhaps applied from day to
day ; becoming alarmed, he at last places Limsel{ under a person of
more experience ;. the whole is then taken away, ard there is no fur-
ther trouble. Tiere are svme drawings from preparations belonging
to Mr. Nusmyth, of Edinburgh, showing tumors of the gums. One
represents a tumor vecupying the posterior part of the upper jaw, with
all the stumps stuck iu the middle of it. The tecth are all in a bad
state. Those persous who are fuolish enough to allow useless portions
«f'the teeth to remain, may luy their account to suffer from this dis-
ease. The pain has gune off; the nerve is destroyed, and they think
there is no occastou for interfering with the teeth or having them
taken out. They do not care abuut the futor of their breath; they
have perhaps arrived at a time of life when they think nothing of it ;
but there is always a deal of mischief if these stumps in the jaws or
guns are not teken out.  They keep up the swelling and the tumors
in the gums. Mere is another drawing, showing a tumor of the gum,
wher.: the swelling has gone up from the interior of the touth, and
has sp.read over in a 1ausbroom-like form, and bLecuming adherent to
the spongy gums, has fornied a large swelling.

In order to get rid of these tumors effectually, you must take away



