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in the patriotism and morality of its people, has loug bcen regarded
as second to no nation of any age. This Euglond, withi wlich the
Canadian people desire a perpetual connexion, is greater and
better, and more to be respected, imitated and loved, than the
England of a century ago to whieli the Ainerican colonies of that
day gave many proofs of deep attachment. She treats ber colonies,
too, with a generous consideration and a wisdom then unhnown:
and while the desirableness of continued connexion 'wîth the old
land, bas, in consequence, greatly increased, the distance between
Britain and America, whieli was, formerIy, one great difficulty in
the way of' long-eontinued connexion, bas, through the progress
since made in scientifie knowledge, ceased to be a-uy diffieulty.
Steam has brought us nearer, for ail practical purposef;, to the
Motherland, than, at the period referred to, sonie portions of the
British Islands were to each other; and for part of one ever mem-
orable day$ the 5th &ugust, 1858, science accomplislied even more
than this; for, on that day, so far as relates to rautual coxu muni-
cation, it annihilated ail distance between us; and nov we have
again the gladdeLing news that a new atlantic- cable is nearly coin-
pleted, and probably wilI, before the year expires, renew the magie
connexion between the old world and the new, neyer again to be
broken.

lu view of the contemptdated union 1 have referred to, the mnen of
Cantada are daily reminding one another that we shail sta-rt on our
new career with a population of nearly four millions : and that; the in-
crease of our po5pulation bas always been, and is likely to continue,
in a ratio f ar exceeding that of which Buropean nations have had
any experience. Our fellow subjects to whoui the subject is inter-
esting, (and to whom is it not interesting ?) are calliiug to mind, that,
in this population, ther-3 are hal(« a million and more of able-bodied
men betv\ een the ages of 20 and 45 to dofenid our country and our
homes, from foreign aggresion. They are retièrriiig to our vast
grain fields, our extensive timber lands, our invaluable fissheries, our
gold and copper mines, and our other yet alrnost undisturbed minerai
deposits. Tbey are reckoning up that the conflèderation, without
taking into account the great North West, will embrace thirteen.
millions of acres of cultivated land ; thirty millions of uncultivatrd
ini the bands of private owners; and many millions more that are
etill in the bands of the Government ; that the exports of fisti alûne


