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MR, PLUMMER ON THE OUTLOOK,

(HALIPAX HERALD)

he manufacture of iron and steel has been
earried on during the year just closing under con-
ditions not wholly satisfactory, owing chiefly to
the lubor troubles, which have muarred the basin-
osss of many distriet<. It hus sa Tered also from
delays in the completion of extensions which arve
under way, due largely toscareity of suitable Inb.
or But production has been ineronsed; there has
been a good market for all that cou'd be produced,
and while the great waste which strikes have
directly and indireetly caused to the community
is grontly to be vegretted, prosent conditions ure
good, and we can look forwurd with confidence to
the future.

[ncrensed returns from the great conl, ironand
steel industries, and aoctivity in general business
ure reasonably assured. The naval piens of the
government at Ottawa are not unlikelr to bring
new bhusiness to our shores, for there are no places
s0 well adapted for the building of steei ships as
those we have on our Nova Scotia consts  In my
own opinion two places stand out pre-eninently
in offering the greatest mensure of advantage for
this business. It might be invidious to mention
them, but I may go so fur as to say that one—I
had almost said the other—is Halifax,

The iron and ateel industries of Nova Scotia,
in their modera form, have had a comparatively
shori period of existence, The work of the Nova
Scotin Steel and Conl company und its predeces-
sors dates hack to early days, but the modern de-
velopment in hoth the great Nova Scotia compan
ies has scarcely finished its first decade, and while
much hw bsen accomplished, very much remning
to be done.

Letting the past go, what have we today in the
way of iron and steel industries in the province?

The capacity of the blast furnaces now in ex-
istence is about 400,000 tons per annum, which will
be increased on the completion of the work now
under way to nearly 600,000 tons,

At Sydney, and in 2ounection with the works of
the Nova Scotin compnny nt North Sydney, there
are steel plants capable of converting into steel
all the pig iron made at these places, nnd rolling
mills of various kinds capable of turning the steel
into finished material.

All this has been done in the last ten years,
When one considers the work necessary to fm-
pare for the mining, transportation and bundling
of ore, of limestone, of coal and other materials,
for tie manufacture of coke, and the hundred and
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one subsidiary operations, the showing is, ns we
sy in Nova scotia, “*not too bad,” but in my op-
inion we are merely at the begining of things

What the construction and operation of these
plants has done for Nova Scotia it is hard to say,
for their effect on the great conl mining industry
of the provinee is not ensy to gauge. It mn)
however, be estimated that for every ton of finish-
ed stoel shipped, three to four tons of conl have
boen used directly and a good deal ind fly. In
the larger plunts much of the cost of orais ex-
pended oatside Cananda, bat that is one of the
smallest items in the count. Allowing for
that, and counting in the amonnt< expendod in
completing tl ore highly finished products, it
i< safe to estimate chat 1o every ton of stesl man-
ufuctured in Nova Scotin ov e 52000 por ton goes
to the men employed o tae <teel and conl plants,
and from them into ul departments of business,

This is not all.  Parc o e cost of sweel and
conl is the expenditure for materinds and supplies,
bought vary largely in Nova Seotin, - Withast
output of approximately 100,000 tons per nunu
consuming directly and indivoctly 1,200,000 to 1
500,000 tons of conl. the money thus put into cir-
culation is a very large sum. . .,

A word on the question of iron.  We meet very
often with complaints that the Nova Scotin fur-
naces are doing little to develop Nova Seotia ore
production.  Bat the amountof lnbor which goe
nto the oreis but a trifling proportion of that ex-
pended on the steel, and the tusc that it is not
yet practicable to get ore in Nova S:otin at a ren-
sonable cost is elear.  In the early days there was
a much larger bounty ou pig from Canadinn ores
than that made from ores trom Newfouadland,
but even with that advantags none was used

The time may como whoen bodins of iron ore
Wurlhyuflhvﬂmlf_’yn‘qulpnluulu«nnli-lll«n onom-
ieal mining and transportation will be opened up
ime weshould be thankfal thata
apply is open to us which cnnbles us to
meet the competition of the western planis,

A few words on coal may be fitly added, for
the mining ofconl is closely allied to the manu-
fucture of iron, and steel, and in the main eareind
on by the same interests. The past history ot the
conl industry is well known to your readers  The
presont. condition is not altogether sntisfactory,
tor causes which I believe will o eliminated ba-
fore very long. [t may ba frankly stated that
the cost of mining conl has reached too high »
point and that this is in som» measure due to the
waste of labor and expense through irregular
working. If we are to hold vur markets these
conditions must disappea. .
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