154 Administration of Phosphorus.

long as they should be kept. The more common dose is 1-50 °ff
grain, and then two pills would be taken at a dose and the prescfiP
tion would last 17 days, and the pills would more surely remain "‘.ﬂ
proper condition. Such pills may, if it is desirable, be dipped,;d
a warm solution of 1 part gelatine and 16 parts water and be dr
in the usual way, and although this covers the odour of phosphof
it is doubtful whether the coating is of much use as a protect!
against change. The use of the ether in this formula is to drive "b,
the air occluded in the powders and supply its place with a 5%
stance which will not oxidize the phosphorus, and if the formuld
properly managed no white vapors are seen during the manipulat!®
nor in the vial in which the pills are kept whether the pills be coat
or not. As an experiment a mass, made as above directed,
left exposed in the mortar for 48 hours without apparent chang® g
colour, and without visible vapour, and the writer then took ma"
doses of the pills made from it without eructations or other digest is
disturbance, the dose being 1-33 of a grain of free phosphorus. 18
solution of phosphorus may also be given in capsules, and %
method of giving it would be convenient and easy if it was pl'acnd
able to get capsules any large proportion of which were peff:ly
enough to hold liquids. As a fact, however, they are so imperfe¢
made, as now sold, that but a very small proportion of them caP
used for liquids unless the plan of doubling the capsule be adOPtcr
by slipping one size, moistened with water, into the next laré
size. In dispensing this solution in capsules, the capsules C?ntte,
conveniently and accurately filled by means of a 60 minim p‘PGWJ
or by a cubic centimeter pipette. The pipette is fitted at the lo 08
end by a piece of india rubber tubing, and a piece of glass tub”’
drawn to a small orifice, with a pinch cock upon the rubber P"jf
tion, the upper end of the pipette is furnished with a piecé g
india rubber tubing for suttion. The whole being held upf ¢
on any convenient stand, the bottle !is held so that the of
point dips into the solution. The pinch cock being held "%w
the solution is sucked into the pipette, up to the top of the g2 b
ation, the pinch cock is then closed, then by means of the P‘zcb
cock one or more minims may be drawn into each capsule. AS cof‘
capsule is filled, the edge of the cover is dipped into water be 00
being put on; this seals the body and covers together so that 1
leakage ever occurs at that point. Another way in which the saﬂg
tion is accurately, conveniently and easily dispensed is in the fow.
of a moist powder. If the solution be dropped upon any dry i09
der, and be rubbed up therewith, the air which the powder cont?o,,;
very rapidly oxidizes the phosphorus, as is shown by the Copéer;
white vapours given off, and by change in the colour of the po¥ "po
but if the air be first driven out of the powder the solution ma}’ua,
incorporated without light or vapor, or change of colour—tbe.
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mistakable signs of oxidation. This insterstitial air is best
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