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the other the teacher, that the scholar was making proper pregress.
This metl x1, however, of conducting school exercises is now near-
ly or quite obsolets. And instead thereof, the teacher sits in his
chair, and the scholars, not one by one, but in classes pass in
review vefore him.

Now how shall this exorcise be conducted? Beyond doubt there
is a Scylla as well as a a Charybdis to shun here, and the careful
conscientious teacher will pause long and ponder carefully before
he adopts any plan, the influence of which is to toll with such
power upon the })resent and future welfare of his pupils. 1If the
teacher regards the recitation simply, or even mainly, as the means
by which he is to ascertain the pupil’s knowledge of the subject,
the pupil, us su:s!y will come to look upon the recitation as the
great end of all study. Indeed the relation existing Letweon the
object the feacher his in view iu Aearing a recitation, and the
object the scholar has in view in preparing for 1, is that of cause
and efleot. Now if tlus be so the question proposed at the head of
this article becomes an all impottant one. The method justly
characterized as the « drawing out process’’ has been sufficiently
ndiculed ; no teacher who cares for a reputation, will, knowingly,
adopt it for an instant. Another equally fatal mistake, as it ap-
pears to me, is 1o require pupils to memorize the words of the
author, and invarinbly give them at the recitation. Of the two
errors, both radical in their eflect upon character, I deem the former
least objectionable. There is, however, I am confident a more
excellent way Supposo we have a class before us: the subject
for examinattion is ¢ The Cause of the Tides.”

A member of the class iscalled upon to commencethe recitation 3
he takes his position before his classmates, and for the time being
becomes teacher; taking up his topic in clear and careful lan-
guage, he unfolds his subject step by step, all the while looking at,
and talking to the class, talking to them, too, as though this were
the first time their attendon had been called to the matter—in
short, manifesting all the life and animation that an earnest teacher
would, under like circumstances—repealing, or perhaps reviewing
the subject from another stand point, if he finds he 1s not under-
stood, the teacher meanwhile remaining a rilent listener, noticing
his mistakes, and correcting them himself, if they are not first cor-
rected by some member of the class, After this pupil has occupied
his share of the time, he should be asked to sit, and another called
to hegin the discussion just where he left off; and go on in the
same way until the entire class has been called. By such a course
the scholar feels, not that he is simply telling his teacher what he
knows, but that he is seally imparting instruction, and the obser-
vant teacher is able to juage not only of the pupil’s knowledge of
the subject, but also of the power of mind he is acquiring, his
mental discipline without which all the knowledge he may gain
will be of little worth. By pursuing such a plan, the fundumental
principles of Grammar will become so wrought into the very tex-
ture of their conversation, even while atlen&ing to their studes,
that they become part and parcel of their nature. Does some one
say, the subject selected as a model is a peculiar one, all topics may
not be treated in a like manner? I answer not so, the whole range
of mathematics, history, the natural sciences, and I think, many
of the studies belonging to the department of Belles-Letires may
be treated in the same way. The great point to be gained is to
induce the scholar to talk, not to the teacher, but to his class-
mates.

If this is not the way, will some one point out a moe excel-
lent way ?—(New York Teacher.)

Mr. Prescotit’s Method of Literary Labor.

Everything that relates to tho historical labors of the late William
11. Prescolt is of general interest. We have, therefore, prepared &
somewhat minute sketch of the method of preparation and compo-
sition adopted by the deceased, by which he was enabled to over-
come hisimpaired vision, and to place his name among historians
of the very fitst rank.  Mr. Pr:scott, it is well known, though not
blind, was affected with a disorder of the nerve of the eye, so that
he was wholly incapacitated for reading and writing in the ordinary
ways. He was exceedingly systematic in his mode of life, and
devoted five hours out of the twenty-four to his historical Jabors.
After breakfast ho listened an hour or two to some light reading, a
novel, poem, or orther entertaining book. He then walked fcr an
hour.” At half-past ten o’clock his secratary came to his study and
remained tilltwelve oclock. Another walk of an hour was then
taken, after which lie wen: to his stm(l{ and remained another hour
anda half with his secretary. After dinner light reading was again

resorted 10, and at six o’clock the secretary returned and remained

until ¢ight.  This routine of work and leisure was very regidly ob-
served ihroughout the season, during the years devoted to the pre-
paration of his elaborate volumes.

Mr. Prescott’s mode of writing history v’as this : we will take for
example, his last work, ¢ Philip the Second.” He arranged in his
study all books and manuscripts relating to that monarch, which
he had been years in collecting, at_an expense of many thousaund
dollars. They numbered three or four hundred printed volumes of
all sizes. There were aleo some twenty thick folios of manuscripts,
richly-bound, which probably cust more than all the rest of e col-
laction, theugh some of the printed works are exceedingly rare and
valuable—the libraries and bookstores of all Western Europe, from
Cadiz to Amsterdawm, having been ransacked by sgents in searghof
everythmi that could throw li‘fht on the history of Philip the
Second. "Except dictionaries and other works of reference, books
not lspecially relating to the subject in hand were excluded from the
study.
“)i'th his material thus gathered about him, the Histotian com-
menced his work. The sacretary first read the only English history

the King and his reign. Notes and olservations were dictated
as they were suggested by the book. Heving freshened his recol-
lections by hearing this volume read, Mr. Piescott proceded 1o
examine the treasutes he had collected, Each book was taken
from the shelf in turns by the secretary, who read aloud its title, its
table of contents, and a lew pages by way of specimen of its siyle
and character. Notes were taken while this examination was going
on which were praserved for future reference. Of the three or fonr
hundred volumes, a great majority of course proved worthless, being
sither merely repetitions or compilations or translation of preceding
authors, or else, if original, without authority, The number of books
of real value would thus be reduced down perhaps 1o a hundred.

The huge MMS. were next attacked. These had been examined
by & competent person, who prepared a careful digest and table of
contents. The secretary read this, and notes were dictated. Having
thus as it were taken‘dn account of stock, and uscertained the ge-
neral character of his materials, they were next inspected in detail in
the following manner: The first chapter of Philip the Second con-
tains an account of the abdication and last days of his father and
predecessor, Chatles the Fifth.} The secretary gathered around him
every volume, printed or MSS., which contained anrthin about
the Jast namod monarch, The books are in the English, French,
:}mmsh, Italian and Latin languages. One by one they were read

ong and copious notes were dictated. When everything that related
to Charles the Fifth hr !thus been perused and noted, the historian
beﬁan 1o compose this work, or, more properly speakine, to write it
—for the process of composition had ot course been going on in his
mind during these preparatory labors.

The apparatus used by Mr. Prescott cunsisted of a frame the size
of a common sheet of letter paper, with brass wires inserted to cor-
respond with the number of lines marked. Thin carbonated paper
was used, and instead of a J)en the writter employed a stylus with
an agate point. The great difficulty in the way of a person’s writing
in the oidinary manner, whose vision is_jimpaired, arises from not
knowing when the ink is exhausted, and moreover the liness will
be run mnto one another. Both difficulties are obviated bythe simple
arrangement just deacribed. The pages thus written by Mr. Pres-
cott wete copled by the Secretary, and read, that such interlina-
tions, alterations and amendments might be made, as were needed.
The materials for the second chapter, on the early life of Philip,
were next taken up, and the same process repeated, until the volu-
me is ready for the printer. About six years were devoted to the
first two volumes of Philip the Second, mncluding the preparatory
studies. These volumes appeared in 1855, the thixd of the series
was issued within- few weeks, and it i3 understood thui the fourth
is considerably advanced.

The Hon. George Bancroft, in an eloguent tribute to his friend,
before the New York Historical Society, thus referred tothe studious
and systematic habits of Mr. Prescott : ¢ His habits were methodi-
cally exact ; retiring eatly and ever at the same hour, he arose
early alike in winter and summer at the appointed moment, rousing
himself instantly, though in the soundest sleep, at the first note of
his alarm bell ; never giving indulgence to lassitude or delay. Tothe
hours which he gave to this pursuits he adhered as scrupulously as

ssible, never lightly suffering them to be interfered with ; now

istening to his reader; now dictating what was to be written ; now
using his own eyes sparingly for reading; now writting by the .aid
of simple machinery devised for those who are in darkness; now
passing time in thoughtfully revolving his great theme.

¢« The excellence of his- productions is, in patt, transparent to
every reader. Compare what he has written with the most of what
others have left upon the same subjects, and Prescott’s superiority
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