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tire otliur tire toacher, deiathei sciielar tvas; making 1prnukier pregress.
Titis mort- x, iiowever, of conducting sciool exorcises ta iiOW ituat-
ly or quile ob8olettd. And iiisiead tuiereel; 11w teacher aits iii Jus
chair, aîid tire acilars, not eite by aile, but iii classes pas jini
review before hirn.

Now bto% shall this exorcise bc coiîducted ? fleyond doubt tliùro
is a Scylla as wvell as a a Ciîarybdis ta siien bure, and the careful
conscientious teacher will pause long and ponder catefully before
lho adopta any plan, the inufluence of which is to tell with suait
power upon tire preserit and future voiare of tais pupils. If tire
teaclier regardIs tire rucitatien aiturply, or aven inainly, as the ineans
b)y wviich lie is ta ascertain te puipil's knowledge of the iiiibject,
the pupil, as s;.!yxiii cornte ta iook upoti thre recitation nts the
great e2î of ail stud)y. lndeed tho relation existirug betweon tire
oblecLt ire teaclrer bas in view iii /earing a reoitation, and the
obiect the iicholar lias in view lu preparing for il, le Éltat of cause
anid eleet. Noew if luis be 6e the question proposed ait the lieadl of
ibis article becomes an ail important one. The method )ustly-
chatacterizeil as the il drawing out procesa" Illas been sufficientiy
rîdiculed; no teacher who cares for a teputalion, wil, kuîowin.,ly,
adopt it for ait instant. Another equally 1atai mistake, as it '?p-
pears te me, is Io require prpils Ie mlemouize the worda% of t b
autiror, and invariably give thm at the recitatioîî. Of the tiNo
enrror, both radical in ilicir effect upon character, I deem ithe former
least ebjectionable. There is, however, 1 amn confident a more
excellent way Suppose -ve have a ciase belote uis: the sîîbject
for examinatuon le" cirie Cause of the Tiese

A member of the olame lavalled upon tocommeîîcethe recilation;
lie takes bis position before his classmates, ani for the time being
becomnes teacher; taicing tup his tapie in clear andi careful ]an-
guagc, lie unfolds lus subject step by step, ail tihe white looking atl,
and talking te the clams, taiIking te iliem, leu, as thîough ibis were
tue tirer time their attention hati been calleti te the maiter--in
short, manilesting ail the lite andi animation that an earnest teacher
weuld, under like circumstances-repeaîing, or perhaps reviewing
tue subject froem another stand point, if lie fintis he is net under-
stood, t he teacher meanwhile remaining a Muent listener, noticing
his rnistakes, andi correcting them himseif, if they are flot first cor-
recteti by some member of ihe clurss. Aiter this pupil has occupied
luis share et tihe timie, lie shoulti li asked te sit, auîd another caiied
te l'ein tlie discuîssionu jusi; where hb ef it f; and go on in tire
samne way natite benlire clasm lias been caled. By such a course
ttie scbolar feels, itet thai he is simpiy lelling bis teacher wvhat te
knows, but riat, beha î eaiiy impartirig instruction, and the obser-
vant teacher is abler ta jucîge net enly oi tbe prupil's knowledge of
the Btibject, but aise et' the pewèer ef mmid he la acquiring, Iris
mental discipline xvitiieut whiciî aIl tire knowled5'e lie may gain
will be of lile wvortli. By pursuing stîci a plan, lhe funditmental
principies et Grammar wili become sin wrouwht inte the very te%-
titre et titeir conversation, even wvhite atteuffing te their staugles,
that t hey become p art andi parcel ai their nature. De sema one
say, the subject seiected as a mollet la a peculiar ene, uli tepica May
net be treated inl a like nruminer ? 1 nnswer net se, the whiele range
ef matirematics, iiistory, the airai sciences, andi I tink, many
oiet 11 tudies belotiging te tihe depatmnent of Belles-Lettres may
be treaîed in the saine wray. The grent peint te be gaine is Io t
iliduce tihe scholar te talk, net te M~e teachrer, but te bis clas-
mates.

if this is net the wvay, %viil sema one point eut a me-e excel-
lent %vay ?-(Neto Ver Teacuer.>

Mr. Prcucott'as Mletbod of Llterary ILabor.
Everyblîing that relates te the historical Jabers of the late William

Il. Prescott is of general interest. We have, therefore, prepared à
sornewhat minute sketch of the metheti et preparatien andi compo-
sition adepueti by the deceased. by wvhich lie was enableti te ever-
corne bis impaired vision, andtin place luis naine amenaf hîstorians
et the very first tank. Mr. Pr -scotie il is ivel knownb-hough net
bîlîrd, was aftecteti with a disorder et the nerve of the eye, se thiat
lie was w)îolly lîrcapacitatell fer reading andi w:îting in t he ordinary
wvays. Ilo was exceetiingl systemnatic in his mode oi lite, andi
devoted five heurs jut et tdl rwenty-four Ie bis historicai labors.
Aiter breakfast lie listeneci an heur or twe te soma light reading, a
novel, poein, or erthurr entertaining book. Ife thon waiked fr an
heur. At lhplf-pastlten o'cbork lus secretary came te bis study andi
remamnetilltweive o1lok Another wvalk of an bout wvas titen
taken, after which lie went te bih td u remaineti anothe hu
andia balfwith his secretary. After dnn igbt readting was again
res9orteti te, and at six o'clock the eecretary returned ant remaineti

until c 'qlit. Titis routinue of work aitd leisure was very regidly eb-
served i hrouglieut the seaaoîî, duriîîg te yeu.rs devoed ta tue pro-
paration cf lits elaborate volumes.

Mr. Prescott'si mode ot wriliurg hiatory i'ad this: we will take for
exampie, ie last werk, di Plîilip th. Secoii. lie arrang;ed in bis
study ail boki and manruscripta reiabing le bluet monarch, wirich
lie bat ben yeea in collectitig, at an expense of mrany throusauti
dotlits. Tiîey numbered three or four hurudreti printeti volumes et
aillaizes. There %veto aléo nome tweîity tliicktfolios ofmanuscripts,
ricly-boind, which probably oust more thtan ail the test of;*ýte col-
lection, thougli some ef the prinieti works are exceedingly rare ad
valuable-the libraries andi booksteres cf ail Western Europe, froi
Cadi: te Amseterdami, lraving licou rausacked b~y agents in seartçltef
everythiiîg stat coultil throw Iight on the lustery of Pltilip tire
Second. Exeept dîctionaries and other works et reference, bmeok
net specially relatitig te the sublect lu band wvere exohided i rm the

Wth Iris material thus gathereti about hlm, thre Historien coin-
menceti bis work. The secretary firsi read thre outy Englisi histeîy

the King and bits reign. Notes and observations were dictatei
as they were suggested liy the book. living freehened bie recel-
leotions b y bearing this volume reati, Mr. Piescotti procetiet ID
examine the treasures lie hat collecteti. Eacb book was taken
tram thue sheit iii tums by lite secretary, wbo read aloud ils tille, ils
table ot contents, andi a I*ev pagea by way ef specimen et ls style
and oharacter. Notes .vero taken whîile titis examination was going
on which were preserveti for future reference. Of the tbree or four
hundreti volumes, a reat majcurity of course proveti worthlesee, being
eitirer merely repetitiona or compilations or translationt of preceding
suthorie, or aise, ut original, witbout autbority. The number et books
et real value would thus be reduceti town periraps te a hundreti.

Tire buge M.MS. were next attacked. These biat been examinel
by a competent peran, wbe prepareti a careful digest ani table cf
contenta. The secretary reatini, andi notes were dictateti. Having
tliu as il wvere taken în acceurut of stock, saut bscortaineth Ibe
nerrJ cîtaracter of bis msteriais, îhey were next inspected in deîs in
the following manne r: Thre lirai, ebapter of Pbilip tire Second con-
tains an account et tire abdication an d last days cf bis father and
predecessor, Chiarles the Fiitb.l The aecretary gathereti arountii
every volume, printeti or MSS., which containeti anyîbing about
tire last namcd monarcir. The books are in the Englisli, Frencht,
Spanîsb, Italian andi Latin languages. One liy one tiîey were mail
alan.? airdeopieus notes were dicbsted. Wiren everything thai relati!
te Cdarles the Fiti hi 1 trus been peruseti anti noteti, the bistoriait
bear te compose Ibis work, or, more properiy speakinr. te write il
- or tireprocese of composition hati et course been geing on in Iris
inicl during these preparatery labors.

The apparattus usat by Mr. Prescott consistedl ot a fruime the size
et a commun sheet et leUter papier, with brasa rires insertiet te cor-
respond with t ie number of fines marked. Tiuin carbenateti paper
was useti, anti insteati of a peuri the writter employeti a stylus witu
an agate point. Thre great difficulty in ilieway et a pereoîi'awriting
in thre oîdinaty manner, wbese vision is impaireti, arises froim net
knoiuîg when the ink is exhausteti, and moreover the liness wvil
be tan 1111e one another. Bath difficulies are obviateti bythe simple
arrangement just describeti. Tire pages Ibus wvritten by Mr. Pres-
colt were copieti ly the Secretarj, anti reati, tirai suchir rterlina-
tieus, aiterations and amendments arigt lie madie, as w-ere neeleti.
The materiais for the second chapter, on the early lite of Philip,
were next takeir up, andi tire sanie procees repeareti, titit thre velu-
me ie ready '0' the printer. About six years were devoteti te tire
firsi iwevoumies et i hlip tite Second, inciudine the preparabory
studies. These volumes appeareti in 1855, the ~rHof the series
tvas is.queti within - few weeks, anti it is untierstoodi thaý the fourth
us censiderabiy adivanceti.

The Hion. George Bancroft, in an elequent ttibute te lais frieni
before the New York istorucal Societby, lihis referreti tothe stuiloua
aird systcmalic habits et Mr. Prescott: dg lis habits were melbedi-
cally exact ; reliring early anti ever ai the same. hour, he arese
early alike lin %inter sud etummer ai thre appointeti moment, rousing
irimself instantly, ibough ln the soundear sleep, attire Start note et
bis aiarm bell; neyer giving indulgence te lasitude or delay. To tire
heurs wbich lue gave te tis pruils he adhered as scrupulousiy as
possible, neyer li&giutly suffenig them te lie iiiterfered with ; new
listouîing te hi& reatier; new dictating 'what 'vas; tobe written; new
using iris own eyes sparingiy fur reading; iuow writtiog by tire -aid
ai simple niacluînery tieviseti for tluoae who are in darkness ; 110w
pssing time in titouglitfully revolving iris greatilieme.

"tTre excellence of is, productions is, iii part, transparent ta
every reader. Compare wluat h.e has writeu wiîi t he mosi t ofwbat
altera have left upon the sanie arubjecte, an-d Preacott'asauperioriby


