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Tie- teacliers have piot licoui slow to per-ceive Ille
popular complaiiit; at least, flot s0 sloW as the puntiit
îîewvspaper articles ir.dicate.' Th suIpply is, sooiier or
late regulated bý theâ dèmahd, in teacing as weIl as
ini other callings, an d so it- lias coffic t; pas that'il an
anxiety to rectify this subjéct of complaint, wve flnd a
dis.rpiion to put the cultivation of thé memory in the
bac e grouind, and to elevate to its'place the training of
the rensoning powers. In that*rèmar<able treatise on
Education, the IlEmilo " of R~ousseau, this grecat- educa-
tional reformer, iu his anxiety to free te minds of chil-
dren £rom the ýedantic training of the tinies, opens thec
flood-gates of his passionate soul liu appeals to lits reiders
to free the children from, comptilsory training of thé
faculties. It was the revoit of a powerrully synxpathetic
illid against iviîat is belicred t0 lie tlhe ignorant oppres-
sion of the scliools. But, as a revoit if carrîed Ile point
quite Loo far, althougli iîqtîestionabiyîit serveda ai-i
rable purpose iii releasing educational methods front the
choking ligatures of the age. It is the samne tendency we
notice in the disciples of lioiýisseau-tlie German school,
-to exagrate h Uietliod, or, system of moLhods,wlhicli
for thle time was, tipperinôàt, in their minds. And prçcisely
because sticli a i'eactioki must lie vigorûns iti its attenipt
to ovcrthrowv thed -deeply.r-ooted ivrong miethlods whieli
have provoked the reaction? arises the dangèér thiat the
attack, Nvill be ptislîed iùiil too far.

Tlirôùqh just sucli an'anxiety to eape from the evil
of excessive use, or abuse, of the meniory in the publie
schools we have licen lirought face to face wit the
danger that wve niay ho led to undérvalue that faculty in
our newv methods in the schooi-rooni. -Thera is sout1e-
thing very fascîaating in the çry, ILCultîvate te reasoù-
ing powers of the childtena,1 anid soznclhing quite as
powcrful on the feacher's mind in the ridicule and
caricature of Ille niemory-wvork. Unquestionab1ý the
child is, to somneextent, a reasonîing being, and, as sucb,
there cati be no dou.bt, as f0 the property of our reéocrni-
zing this in our educational raethiods. But ise e1q, lly
true that thle reasoning faculty is very slow Of develop
ment. The disciplifie of the intellectual faculties, front
the simple habit of correct observation onward to the
complex habit of weighing and testing the value of evi-
dence, which, more or less, becomes the great business
of Ituman intellec is a iveil-nigli never-ending procéss
of develop~ment. N'or cati tlîere lie' any doubt that titis
training should lie begun at a very early day, both i
school and at home. The reasons for rîght conduct, in
parfîcutar, in coiniection with some persolial experience,
are reasons wvnicli a child soon apprehlends. The reasons
for certain oqerations in science are rnuch, rnoxie diflicuit
of apprehlension aud miust be proceeded wvithi more care-
fully. But whetler in conduct or in school studies, arc
flot attempts by ivay of excessive explanation -or talk,
veiy likely to deceive the instructor in his cn«cavors f0
develop the reasoning powers ? Scarcely an idea is more
delusive tlîan that ouir constant preachiments to, clîildren,
however plain they may appear f0 ourselves, must appear
eqnally so them'; and look at ie as we inay, spoat.aneity
ini thinking is ini great danger of being destroyed by
excessive anxiety on the part of the teacher fo in'press
lis modes of fhinlcing and reasoning on the pupit under
fwelve or thirteen years of age . '*Iowi ie this spqntaueif y
f0 expand itr,! .No by th hild'sipping its mind into
ftic sheli finit Lhe instructor or toucher hLt prejýred for

There are a great riîany poirisin tiernoralsorconduct,
as well as iiu.school stujdies, that we car -not wvait to
reason int a&young child. Thoe must be accéptoit

moughthe force of autlîority and as seftled tfauths. T iére
are otiter cases -wvhere the 'pupil miust be loft f0, pùzzle

thein. ont for, hinîsclf) or wvait for the dairîing of liglit
that sootier or late cornes Io eVen the inosf moderateiy
eilîloVed iiitchlect. These w& otril'st to the operation of
weII asceitined xfleflfal;proccsses. But UIl greatninjorit,.V
of youIIg iinsft-gtoî's, in particilar, are in a litirry for
resule, and thinki that by consiant talk titeir chîildren
wvil becôme reasoning thîikine beiiigs. In thîls %vay
fhéy fai'cy that in sorte ilnèxplained %vay thcy 'viii he
ale to ineet thig ne-w deînaud for thic cultivation of the
reasoning faculties and the aholislirnent of"I parroting. "

'rhese remarks are only incidentat to ftic objf!ct 0f
this short. article, a plea for the eultivatio'î or the
memory in oui' soliôols. 'Youth is tlîe Mine fôr the
exercise of thiqsfaculty. Ifit lin nefflectcd thon, it becoînes
more diffic-tilt to perférf if as the years advance. Besides,
the proper ttîaining.of fleic mernors' is ontr main depen
dence for correcfly-leartied lessons. If the 'usp of fext
books is to ho contintued-.and there is no prospiet in Llue
imnniediate future that thîcy %vill be albatndontd-wliif
reliatice is to be pleed oii our' honiework if thîenîeory
bo iieîcetl ? It wiJi li saîd that it is only the sense o
th(% aýi thor tuait the teachér wvaîî1 ; lie vi Il haý s:îtistfl
witl fthe pupil's Ôwrt àgiaîîae. l3tit when is fthe vnuîîg
child ho obtain ifs ý'oCàl)tlary-? 'Èrom clever children of
twelve yeare, or fronm Chers, of foùrteeiî, flicre is soale
p rospect, o! obtaining an approadli f0 a cotiiiettcd, intel
i igen t ansîver iii their own langutage; but most, teauches-
kniov that it is friglîtfuliy wearisorne worli f0 plaret
dependence on fhiaf. rhe truth is that vcry fpv eliidi-r
have a vocobulary of any extcîît from which- he, catIl
draiv, and oie of ic first fhings fIatwev onglit i0 'do is
te aissist. tli in enlargiiig if. For this there caii ho, no
better plan thima cormîtting to mecriory, with the tiitiosi.
exactness, ivell-explained, simple language of a gond
ivritut'. WVe say wvell-cxp!ined, bocausp it is tctrlY
îvroîîg to require youing c lidreii to learn Nvlat fhey (Io
not titdcrsand, tPossibly if wVas. fie ýdoin-' o! this fhiat
partiy crcated tlic revoit iii public opinion, expressing
itseiin, that; forcible w~ord IlparrotingY" A thourtltit
teachepr, on speah-ing of this very watter wvitht fthe writer.u
remark-ed, fliaf if ho hr"1 the enfire training of twelve
children uninferruptedly, froni seven years of age to
fîvelve or thirteen years, lie would undertaIzo tù, furnisli
tlîem iih such a vocabiary and faculty oî expression
as wvould surprise me. Ife -then added fliaf he wvouid do
it by requiring themin ho commit ho, mernory, at fit-st, short
pieces of pIeasinýà poefry at least, once a îveek. As thé
moutlis flew on ho wvould increase the ainount Hie wvotild
review tiiese front finie to f inig. When theNy learned to
write, they shbuld write these as exercises. As the years
passeer, prose pieces would be mingled %vith poetical
extracts, and iii thîc lasf Lwo ycars, perliaps more, lie
wonild exercise tlier in furtîîng f h pocfry iinto prose,
and lu expressing the p rose in other pr-ose o! their own.
Three things wvould f lis be gained, the habit o! exact
niemory, fullness o! vocabulary, wifh facility of expres-
Sion, and a well-storea collection of short, beaittiful, andi
serviceable extracts for future life. There cati lie no
question but that suchra procesà of ftrainlng wotild also
poverftily influence the thinking of chuldren. , Jusf ts
constant contact with good sooiety influences the manners
of youth, so wvonld flie habit o! memorizing lieautifsîl
thiotlglis iii timle affect flic mmid, and weave itsel! in with
ail the processes of thouglit. i.

There cati lie no dffîbt, tlîaf an exact rnemory is ait
immense: blessing. 'Tlf power o! pradiicing ah pleaiture
flot oniy ftic thouglit but ifs very formi and texture jusf
as it loft the writeî', cvery wvord niarshaled in if propet'
place, instinct wvith life an'd vigor andi beaîîîv-what
would -nof one give for flîis'in certainin oods'? 'But thîe
words have floafed away, the form hias gonie .* we are
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