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tixat continuity of religiolus life wiîich tîey recugize, as hiaving existedj
froin te dayï, of the 1'atriarchis tu the advent of Moliaiiiied. They ad-
mire its sweet reasonaý,bleiiess and ceinfortable adaptation to hunmanity as
it is. Tliey rejoice iii its freedonti froin the so-callcd ascticisiin ot? Chris-
tianlity and its'perlcxing- inysteries, and it secems to then tau ideal religrionis
systein wvhich joins hands 'with te ordinarv, coinrnoial.ce hwiinxity of
te East, and withi an air of assurance says to the average niait :I Couic,
let us walk on naturaiiy together, and ail %vi1l be wvell ; the end is Para-
(lise.", It is a religion wvhich lias its lag flying before te eyCs of an
cueormnols constituency ii te Orient, ifs drunîs and Ibugles seuinding in
thicir cars, its arnies iiarshialled for active service, and its officials iii the
seaits of power. It scots also Vu have a dlecided advantage in te fic)( of

xîpjologetics, as it presents te reverent an nusioîgtidshti
rcx..ardcd as the absoltitely infailibie revelation froîin lleavcu, in a1 formui
sttI>i>oseC to be free froin ail errer. It reachies tite climax o>f adaptation
4111i 'siuiplicity iii both creed and practice. It requires faith in a few
sillple and devot doctrines, and altitougt ils practice lias soute severe
features, notably the,, antiual fast of Ramadan, yet it is ail readilv accepted
l'y te average devotec as just what is proper fur iuait Vo do and suitiblu
fur God Vo require.

The secret cf the stcess of Islamn miay bc stated in a few propositions
-withouV nndtertkiiug litre toi enlarýge upoxi thenîi.* We tieftli its siccess
nîot as ai saviîîg religion, but l iun iugii and holding ifs dlevotecs iii te
'Verypresence cf Citristinity.

First, in ifs origixi and aise it ifs su'scqxeut, ltist1o)ry, Meh;inumxîeanismn
represents the spirit cf refuriit workinun îder te inspiration cf a great
trifth. lThe doctrinetocf te spirituality aud unity of GXodl tas brouglit l'y
Mohianînxied inito V'ivid conitrast, Nvith te idelatry cf lixatlii Arabia ati.I
apost-ate Cltristianity i te seventh centîtry, to te credif. of Isliiiî se far
as idolatry Nvils colncernied.

Second, it tvas estatblislitd etnd jropagatetl by VIvo of te inost citer-

getxlc and coitiaitdin forces cf liintait history.-Vle influence cf moeral
Conviction and te power of te sw'ord.

Titird, Islamn lad itever knetn or seeni Citristiaitity cxcepV i its cor-
raplt id seinii-idolatrous forais. Thtis -%as u mnanifest advaittage Vo, Islai,
ats the Cltristianity- against Nvlich it pr<tste(ld tas the saine deugeiteratte
fori front wluiclî ite spirit cf te Protestant t eformnationl revoltedl in tw
sixtecatit cenitury.

Fuctifl, Ishliatl. ail t dte Ntich tiiere is iiithVe iuagltetie
powver cf persoînal eael Th 'ie perseîîality of Moliaiiitnîed has becul a
ituarvelloîts factor it te asceinc cf te religion lie foinided.

Fiftlt, Islamn proposes easy ternis cf salvatioxi and easy dealiuugs witih

* Con.-ult ait artideu by th i et author un IlIlatin iiiil Citriz5tiaiî XIisqloxe"O ii titis Ieview for


