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sionary troubles be averted in the fu-
ture, but China’s other troubles will
also be considerably lessened, both at
home and abroad.

‘We consider China an illustrious na-
tion, and long ago she knew that to
have a right understanding with relig-
ion was of the first importance ; there-
forc for a thousand years—from the
Tang dvnasty till the present time—as
Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism, Mo-
hummedanism, and Christianity arose
in China they were all alike protected,
and just regulations were made, by
which the people lived together in per-
fect peace.

But in these days the Christians, in
spite of Imperial Kdicts and proclama-
tiong, arenever allowed to live in peace.

We believe this comes to pass, be-
cause of therepublication of such books
as the King Sith Wen Sit Fien, Hat
Jwoh T Teze, etc., which contain slan-
ders against the Church and scandalous
reports about Christians, in order to ex-
cite the masses. These are repeated
over aad over again in order to excite
the readers, while the good deeds done
by the Christians are altogether ignored
or misrcpresented as having some very
bad motives, so that the readers may re-
gard them as an Upas tree to be kept at
a safe distance.

Of late, morcover, these books have
been republished in a cheap form and
widely seld throughout the wholz Em-
pire, and us these charges are contuined
in a collection of most important oificial
papers, not only the common people,
but even many of the high mandarirg
and scholars, cannot but believe that
they must be true. Many other mis-
chievous authors therefore copy these
charges into their books, and thus the
minds of the people are everywhere
{reatly stirred up to sanger against

“hristiang, and serious riois have oc-
curred in provinces, resulting in loss of
lifc and destruction of property.

But the highest mandarins must know
these slanders to be false,

Those who wish to know the real aim
of the Christian Church will find it in
the New Testament, which contains the
teaching of our Saviour Jesus Christ
and of Ifis immediate disciples. Gen-
crally speaking : it teaches that God is
the ruler of all nations and father of
all; that men should regard cach other
o8 brethren; it teaches obedience to
lawful governments ; filisl and fraternal
duties, and that all should endeavor to
follow the Saviour Jesus Christ and
carry out the will of heaven by remov-
ing the sin-and suflering of all nations,
Ly replacing war with peace, wicked-
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ness with goodness, ignorauce with
knowledg., poverty with plenty, and
by leading men also to scek the eternal
joys of heaven. This we know is a far
arger aim than any one government,
eastern or western, hag before it ; there-
fore it cannot be easily or soon accom-
plished. But all Christians are persuad-
ed that such is the will of heaven,
therefore they believe it will be accom-
lished some day, and_that, indepen-
ently of any particular nationality.
Soin regard to all national and inter-
national affairs they endeavor by every
means to promote peace, acd teach that
in disputes there should be a settiement
by arbitration instecad of war. They
set apart one day in seven to teach all
men the will of heaven, to show men
how their hearts may be renewed, so
that they may love all men of all races
as brethren. The missionaries show
their care for the poor by establishing
hospitals, homes for theaged, orphan-
ages, ctc. They also shew their cere
for the ignorant by establishing colleges
and schools, where everything that is
for the good of man is systematically
taught. They also aim to remove all
evil practices not only of one country
but of all natious, and to help all, espe-
cially the weaker ones. The regula-
tions of the Church are indeced so strict
that no drunkerd, liar, gambler, or
licentious person is admitted ; if at
times bad people may bave found their
way into the Chureh, it is her practice
to expel such whenever they are dis-
covered to be so till they repent and rc-
-z,

Nor are the aims of the Christimn
Church empty aims. Ithas 2 history
of nearly two thousand years, which
may be cxamined. Christianity has
Deen of incalculable service to Lun~
pean and American nations, improving
the material, mors], and social condi-
tion of their peoples. Many of tie
most illustrious statesmen of the West
are often also most earnest about tie
spread of the Christian religion.

In Africapeace and enli§ tcoment of
the people had completely failed il
Christians took the matter up.

In the South Seas und Pacific Ilands
the people were barbarous cannibals till
Christianswent thereand civilized them.

In Asia the unparalicled progress of
the Indian Empire during the last con-
tury is due to the influence of a Chris
tian nation.

In Japan the English language and
Western sciences zre wvery largelr
taught by the missionaries.

In China also the missionarics have
translated Western sacred books, hie




