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Aniong his rnxny humnorous nevels, The Letter l3ag
of te Great Medtern, WVise Saws, and Di'/e Clockmker,
are popularly 'knovwn as bis best. 'Tis the !ast that
interests and concerns uis most, for here Judge Hal-
iburton sent forth Samn Stick ta teach the Bluenose
the true econoîny of hutuan affaira. 'Twas in the
columns of the Nova Scotian~ that Sani first appeared
'with hbis pithy sayings, as tbe mouth-picce of a creator
whose *object waa to, preserve the old stories of colon-
ial life, and te arouse bis countrymen frtim a condition
of careleasness and letharg,,y.' Though this verdant
but keen Yankee bas everywherè been greeted with
peals of laughter, yet fVhe ClockrnakM is no niere jest-
book. Ail this humour is but the mnearis te an end,
the candied ceatingý of the physician's pili. So at
least the Bluienose found it fo. -vhom alone the boek
was meant.

But the Yankee pediar with his (9'soft sawder and
human natur» was a character too amusing to, lead
a local life, se ere long he became famous abroad and
scored a great triumaph in tbe American Press. But
Jonathan aise, found the bitter pili beneath ail tbis
sweetsneas, for though the author goaded bis own
countryme n by the contr=t between tbeir inertness
aîîd narrowness, and Yankee energy and eriterprise,
yet his was indeed a, two-edged'sword whicli fell not
upon th> Provincial alone, 'but, gave many a keen
tbrust to the evils of American customs and institu-
tions. Ere it was known that Samn was travelling
abroad, te the surprise of Julge Haliburton came the
newa tbat 27he Clockrnaker bad* made ail England
Inerry with iaughter. But Sam was ùnsatisfied tili
he had passed over te tbe Continent, where ini the
clief lands af Europe lie was bailed with mucli delight.

To meet maoitais the unsavoury truthfuiness of an
honest friend is less pleasing. and deaired than the
varn.shed .words of a skilful fiatterer. 'Twas. even s0
witb the ]Bluenose'and TUk Cloc&maler, thua for
some tume in our provinca the faithini words of the
author were -less popular than elsewhere. But tbe
pebbie uxpon the beach stays net, the rising tide.
These faint znurtnurings were uahêard in that grand
appiauding ahout of the world, which- greeted the
appearance of 27he Clockmake-r, and ere it had sub-
sided, these inhabitants lad learned wisdom, for àt
iast-they appreciated their trueat friend. Thus wvas
it welcomed, and nobly bas it beld- its place baving
passed'in.to literature as the equi of Dickens' Pick-

wick PaPera atâd Sternes Tristram Shandy. Two,
colleg"es at once recognized the wortb of this work.
Our sister at Windsor wvas the first to appreciate its
value, and heartily sbe added ber honorary M. A. te
the degmees of the author, whilst soon followed the
praises and the enviei 1). C. L, of oid Engiish Oxford.

If for nauglit else t1his nevel wouid be fameus for
exceeding ail others in the number ai expressive
idiome, forcible wvords, and striking similes, wbich
preserve te us the true picture of provincial lufe, fivo
and fifty years ago. The rich, sparkling narrative is
but excelîrd by the quaint genuine humour and keen-
ness of wit, whilst the racy New England dialeot gives
te The wheie a fit and attractive setting and of itself
is ne nîean harm.

For accuracy and completeness of description The
Clockmaker bas but few equals. Though mingled
with ridicule against the indolence and lack aof enter-
prise af the inhfabitauts, yet bore the smiling beautie!,
of Acadia with ber great natural gifts and advantages
are vividly set forth in bright and glowing colours.
Net only were laughed eut of existence thoso stupid
customns and prejudices, wbich hinder industry and
prosperity but for the j, iple were sec.ured many
great and valuabie lessons, eacb pregnaut witi1 in-
structive moral and sound practical wisdom. Wel
irideed does The Clockrinaker deserve its reputation af
'eing withouit a peer for good commin sense, and weil

does Judge Haliburton deserve bis fame net only as
ani excellent aiithor and rexiewned humeurist, but alse
as a truly great moral teacher, the pride of bis coun-
try and the admiration of tbe world.

He sits; at last among bis peera,
While we stand dbulled with ejes grown dim
lu iooking over ]ifes grey fields,
And mael -the heert liglit folded in.

A great soul 1 eritered in te, know
The fullness -f the Centrai Life-

fgiant leader ai the race!
Who neyer withthp world made stnife,

But led it surely, grandly on,
Scaiing clear beights with leap and bôund,
Then beckoning witb a strong man's band
Re kept his way tc, biglier ground.


