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Laudable Conduct of the Duke of Sutherland in the
Canse of Temperance.

(For th» Moatreal Tvmpirum‘e Advocate.)

The following correspundence has taken place between the
Stratford Division Sons of T'emperance, 236, and His Grace the
Duke of Satherland, on the subject of the laudable cxertions of
His Grace, in endcavoring to effect a reformation in tho habits of
the fishermen engaged in the North of Scovland in the herring
ﬁéhnry. His Grace’s unswer certainly reflects mach to his credit;
aud if his example be followed by his compeers in a consideration
of the social habits of thore who ¢ in «a sphere of lowly exis-
tence,—if man, however humble, be valued for Ins virtues and
goodness by those whose noblencss of elass places them tar above
the toiling mass,—if there is a noblcuess in th:e mind of maun
Which can be cultivated, tiere is a wide field for the cgertions
of philanihropic spitits among the nobles of Britain, *¢ Man's
Mbumanity 10 man, makes countless thousands mourn,” as wrote
Seotland’s noble poet, may yet be medificd by a personal and
Tuthful knowledge obtained of the social hubits and customs of
the hard worked and overlouked lower classce,  What an enter-
Prise ! the elcvation of the moral and sacial state of mankind, by
lhinking of, and acting for, their tomporal welfare.  And who are
the nohles of Canada? The sons of the soil. What are their
habits and customs s to the drinking wsages? Yeomen and
freemen of Canada, what power of class is above you ?  LTanswer,
8 Liquified Deity! ‘Then, if a0, learn to know that you your.
Selves can strike the blow, and make the fyrant tremble !

Stratford, County of Perth, C.\V.
January 10, 1853. §

To His Grace the Duke of Sutherland, Londsn.
May it ploase Your Grace :—

We, the Managers of the Society here known as ** Stratford

ivision Sons of Tempcrance, No. 236, approsch your Grace, to
Notice approvingly a paragraph which is guoted in some of the
Canadian papers, as follows :—* The Duke of Sutherland has
l‘indly offered 1o the fishermen on his estates, in the habit of pro.
8ecuting the herring fishing Helmadale, a supply of coffee during
the fishing scason, as well as the apparatus necessary for properly
Preparing it, provided they will give up the large supply of whisky
(ten galions) which each crew has hitherto been receiving as per-
Quisites, and accept sume other congideration in lieu of it.”"—
Jokn O' Groat Journal.

We, as one of the subordinatc branches called *¢ Divisions ” of
the ¢ Grand Division" of the Sone of Temperance of Canada
Well. not merely highly approve of your Grace’s considerate
Views ag regards the fishermen of the North of Scotland, but view
Your Grace’s practical example as one which, if followed in the
Various ways which circnmstances induce by those in high hon-
Orary and Liereditary positions, similar to those oceupied by your
Qface, would, we humbly conceive, be the means, under a dircct-
ng Providence, of reforming the social habits of thuse among
%hom are customs descended from previous times, which are
the roverso of promoting 2 rcal social habit of mora! and
lemporal good. An cxample such as that afforded by your

face, shown by one in a class next to royalty itself, will, it is

Oped, be the means of re.awakening the responsibility of those
%ho are great in the land,” to consider ¥ woat is the best means
of Taising to a moral and temporal standard of social happincss,
l!“’sﬁ who are necessitated to obtair by labor a subsistence ecither
Yingly or in masses congregated together for vne objcct, and as
%uch compelled by the voice of custom to do, comply with, and
Ve in ways which too often tend to a lowering of such a stand-
\

ard as we refer to; and thereby leave behind them the seeds to
germinate of social habits and customs, which directly and indi-
rectly tend to the degencracy, and not to the clevation, of man.”

‘T'hat your Grace may be preserved to be the means of nurtur-
ing an improvement in the social habits of those on your exten.
sive estates, such as we have the pleasure of referring to in this
letter, is our sincere desire,—joining in our desire the saine wishes
for Her Grace the Duchess ot Sutherland.

And we remain, with all respect, &e.,
(Signed) Joun A. Scorr, W.P.
Joun J. E. Linton, R.S.

Trentham, Slaﬁ'ordshire,}
February 5, 1853,
Messis. b A, Seott and J. Linton, Stratford,

Sing,— b have to acknowledge receipt of your communication
by Managors of the Stratford Division of Sons of Temperance
Society 3 and T wish to express my thanks, and the satisfaction it
gives me to find the measares [ have taken thus approved of. 1
fear that my influence may be over.estimated by yon in your
desire lor their suceess ; but [ have pleasure in stating that some
goud results scem certain.

It hias been the cnstom of the herring fisheries in the North of
Scotland 10 give every crew, in lieu of proper money wages, a
large quantity of whisky, thereby enconraging the abuse in a
manncr irresistible for the fishenmen ; snd this—the habit of
drinking spirite—not confined to the period of hard work out at
sea at night, is unhappily spreading among the population, and
demoralizing a naturally well dispored people. I trust that I have
persuaded the curers on the East coast of Sutherland, having
obtained the concurrence of some of the principal, to desist from
this, and to pay wages in moncy. T ain now engaged in the same
way at the important place of Wick, in Cnithness, and have
much satisfaction in mecting with atteation frum several there,
and acknowledgment that the change is desirable.

1 should apologise for saying su much on the subject to you
who have so well expressed your sense of the importance of atten.
tion to the social habits and character of the people, and of the
daty of those who may have influence, to exert it for the prumo-
tion of their temporal, and also eternal, happiness.

1 feel traly grateful for the kind wishes expressed for the
Duchess and myself : no one can be more arxious for the welfare
of our fellow-creatures than the Duchcss, who devotes as much
time and care to the eubject as is possibly in her power. 1t is
pleasing to know that distance does not prevent participation in
sentiments of good will and friendly feelings.

1 am, Sirs, very truly yonrs,
SUTHERLAND.

Sabbath Meditations.

Hall, Virtue & Co., have just pablished a new and im-
poitant wotk by the Rev. John Cummings D. D. Itis entitled
« The Church before the Flood,’” and is highly spoken of by
the London Press. The reference to fact in the following
passage will be easily discerned, but it also furnishes an elo-
quent illustration of the principle and duties of a common
brotherhood : —

« Where is then thy brother? He is the stray sheep that
has gone from the fold, he is the poor prodigal feeding upon
husks. And if you want to see what thy brother is, leave

the picturesque description of the poet, close the beautiful
romance; open the Scriptures, hear the verdict of Him who




